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Description and History 
1. DESCRIPTION 
Location 
Fort l\1yers is about 311 Iniles south of 
Jacksonville and about 461 miles further 
south than San Diego, California. It is 
south of all points in the United States 
oHtside of Florida, except for a s1nall sec-
tion of Texas near Brownsville. 
It is situated 16 miles from the Gulf of 
~'Iexico on the south bank of the Caloosa-
hatchee River, which is 1.4 miles wide op-
posite the city. The river flows fron1 
Lake Hicpochee which is connected with 
Lake Okeechobee by a canal and is navi-
gable for boats drawing less than 10 feet 
frmn the Gulf to Fort Myers and for 
boats of small draught through Lake 
Okeechobee and West Pahn Beach Canal 
to Paln1 Beach. One railway systen1 
enters the city; another is being rapidly 
built into and through it. I{ighways 
which are being gradually improved, 
bring the city into automobile conlniunica-
tion with Punta Gorda 26 Iniles, Sarasota 
88 n1iles, ·and Tan1pa 143 miles, all to the 
northwest on the coast; Arcadia 52 n1iles, 
Wauchula 77 miles, Lakeland 123 miles, 
and Or lando 169 miles northward in the 
·central part of Florida; La Belle 21 miles, 
Moore Haven 42 n1iles, West Palm Beach 
102 Iniles eastward; and Punta Rasa 13 
miles, Estero 15 miles, Marco 48 miles, 
Everglade 76 miles and Miami 125 1niles 
to the south and southeast. 
The country is low and flat with eleva-
tion above Inean low water of frmn three 
to five feet at the shore while the highest 
ground in the city is only 20 feet above 
mean low water of the river. .A series 
[ 5] 
of canals is provided to drain the area 
and sewers are provided for the thickly 
built-up territory near the shore. The 
natural vegetation is largely pine and 
pa]metto with water oaks, magnolia, etc., 
in abundance along the streams. Tropi-
cal vegetation frmn the West Indies and 
other countries has been introduced with 
such success that in the improved areas 
it has ahnost entirely taken the place of 
native growth. 
. The city has a con1mission-manager 
fol'ln of governn1ent. The central area is 
provided with paved streets, cen1ent side-
walks, storm and sanitary sewers, public 
water supply fron1 artesian wells, fire de-
parbnent and n1unicipal gas plant. The 
city has several piers for river-craft and 
pleasure purposes. 
Electric light, artificial ice, telephone 
and telegraph are supplied by public 
service con1panies. A rapidly exvanding 
business district includes two daily news-
papers and three banks. Industries are 
Tepresented by five citrus fruit packing-
houses, two produce packing-houses, be-
sides wood-working 1nills, cigar factories, 
n1achine shops and 1narine railway. 
The rich Caloosa valley in the very 
heart of Lee County is unusually rich and 
productive. CitTus fruits thrive and 
winter vegetables are produced under ad-
Inirable conditions. The "back country" 
and Lee County's rural comn1unities are 
not only dependent on Fort Myers for 
their supplies and give to it a considerable 
trade but also look to it as a market for 
their produce. 
Growth 
The growth in the population of Fort 
Myers has been as follows: 
I885 400 
I895 750 
I900 943 U. S. Census 
I9IO 2,463 U. S. Census 
I920 3,678 U. S. Census 
I925 9,598 State Census of 
April, I925. 
On December 25, I925, E 'ast Fort 
l\1yers which had a population of 4,I44 
according to the state census of April, 
I925, was taken into the city, so that the 
population of the present city, according 
to the state census of April, I925, was 
I3,742. The school attendance, accord-
ing to the statement of the school board 
published March 3, I926 and which may 
be taken as of January I, I926, was 2,543 
pupils. The school enrollment usually 
varies fro1n I7 to 20 per cent. of the 
population. If we take the lower figure 
as representing conditions at Fort Myers, 
we would have a population of I4,960,-
not greatly in excess of the state census 
figures. On the other hand, in June, I9I5, 
Polks Directory obtained some 6,I20 
names for its directory, and, if this num-
ber is multiplied by 21;2, which is under-
stood to be the ratio usually found between 
directory names and population, I5,300 
is obtained as the population. To this is 
added the population of East Fort Myers, 
4,I44, according to the state census and 
a population of I9,444 is obtained. Al-
lowing for omissions in the East Fort 
Myers census, the growth in the mean-
time, etc., the Chamber of Commerce 
gives 2I,OOO as its estimate of the popula-
tion of Fort Myers, March I, .I926. 
Climate 
One of the most accurate measures of 
the tropical character of the climate of 
a locality is found in its vegetation. Many 
[ 6 ] 
trees and plants are susceptible to frosts 
and cold and require a long period of 
summer warmth for their growth. As 
one crosses the broad Caloosahatchee 
River and enters Fort Myers he at once 
observes the profusion of tropical growth 
si1nilar to that found in the West Indies. 
Vegetation from all parts of the tropical 
world is found growing with the same 
luxuriance as in its native haunts. Cocoa-
nuts which are stunted a little farther 
north grow and fruit here as readily as 
on the Islands of the Pacific. The Royal 
Palm, the king of palms, grows to the 
best advantage. This palm near the 
northern limit of its habitat is found in 
greater profusion here than anywhere 
else in Florida. It is but one of perhaps 
50 varieties which thrive in this locality. 
The climate which makes Fort Myers the 
tropical city that it is is due primarily to 
its latitude, 26° 38'. It is in the sub-trop-
ical belt and closely approaches the tropics 
being onlv about 216 miles north of lati-
tude 231;2 ° where the real tropics begin. 
A very material climatic factor bv which 
the heat of summer and the cold of winter 
is 1noderated is to be found in the river 
location of ~..,ort Myers, near the Gulf of 
1\tiexico on one side and yet only I 00 miles 
distant from the Atlantic Ocean on the 
other side, with its steady trade winds 
blowing across the peninsula. The city 
while one of the most northern in this 
hemisphere with tropical vegetation, con-
sequently has a temperate climate. Ex-
tremes whether of heat or cold do not 
occur. 
The proximity of the Gulf and the 
broad Caloosahatchee has a wonderful 
effect in moderating the temperature both 
winter and summer. In consequence of 
this and the abundant moisture, vegeta-
tion thrives near the coast and river that 
cannot grow in the interior. 
The rainy season occurs in the growing 
[ 7 ] 
season between April and· October when 
vegetation n1ost de1nands a copious water 
supply. The dry season occurs frmn 
N ove1nber to lVIarch when vegetation is 
cmnparatively dormant and little water 
is required. This is in sharp contrast 
with the rainfall conditions in California 
where most of the rainfall occurs in winter 
and where on account of the slight rain-
fall in sun11ner, irrigation is necessary. 
The absence of rains during the winter 
season is a great advantage to the tourist 
and pleasure seeker in Fort Myers who 
can count with a great deal of certainty 
on good weather during the winter 
months. 
Rainfall 
The monthly precipitation in inches for 
71 years-1851 to 1921-are sun1marized 
as follows: 
Month Niean Max. Year Min. Year 
.January 2.10 7.61 1851 0.01 1917 
February 2.18 8.77 1899 0.01 1883 
March 2.11 11.77 1852 0.03 1880 
April 2.30 7.26 1897 0.00 1856 
May 3.79 11.14 1920 0.23 1857 
June 9.07 26.91 1912 1.26 1877 
July 8.22 18.58 1886 3.60 1881 
August 8.17 14.59 1909 2.84 18.1)6 
Septen1ber 7.52 22.10 1853 1.50 1854 
October 3.48 13.26 1910 0.35 18.54 
Nove1nber 1.43 4.60 1921 0.00 1857 
Decen1ber 1.67 6 .21 1905 0.02 1906 
A nnual 52.04 82.64 1853 33.60 1881 
The n1aximum rainfall usually occurs 
in June, the 1ninimu1n in November. 
Frmn June to Septeinber-4 months-an 
average rainfall of 8.24 inches per n1onth 
takes place. Fron1 October to May-8 
months-the average rainfall per n1onth 
is 2.38 inches. Sixty-three per cent. of the 
rain falls in four n1onths of the rainy 
season while 37 per cent. falls in the re-
Inaining eight Inonths. 
[ 8] 
Precipitation of ·.01 of an inch or n1ore 
occurs on an average about every fourth 
day during the dry season. The rainy 
days becorne more frequent as the su1nn1er 
advances culminating in a n1onthly aver-
age of fron1 15 to 18 days during the 
rainy period. In the section in and around 
Fort lVIyers there is less variation in the 
annual precipitation than in other parts 
of South Florida. The warm and grow-
ing season precipitation, April to Sep-
ten1ber, on the west coast fro1n Ta1npa 
to ~1arco is heavier than in any other 
part of South Florida, about 39 inches 
against one to three inches during the 
san1e tin1e in the San .Joaquin 'r alley and 
in the vicinity of Los Angeles, California. 
The average sumn1er precipitation, June, 
July and August on this part of the west 
coast is also unusually steady, averaging 
26 inches. 
The annual precipitation is greatest on 
the southeast coast of Florida, that por-
tion of the Peninsula being in or near 
the n1ost frequent track of tropical dis-
turbances. On October 20 to 21, 1924, 
however, such a tropical stonn with 
attendant gales and torrential ran1s 
pasrsed to the s9uth and east of Fort 
lVIyers and proceeded eastward into the 
Atlantic Ocean. The stonn was preceded 
and attended by heavy rains, gales and 
hurricane winds. The wind reached a 
velocity of 46 n1iles per hour at Fort 
JVIyers. A record rainfall was attained 
in this city for 24 hours, 2.9 inches of 
rainfall on October 19; 2.84 inches on 
October 20, and 9.92 inches on October 
21; 15.66 inches fell during these three 
days and 19.70 inches during the month. 
V\T ater flowed over low points in the streets 
toward the river and it was difficult for 
vehicles to proceed across depressions in 
smne of the streets. The wind was such 
as to lower the water in the river, which 
did not attain an elevation n1uch above 
I I 
iJ 
First Street, one of the most beautiful streets in the 
world, is an illustration of what nearly every street in 
Fort Myers might be. 
norn1al. The flooding was due to the 
rainfall alone. At this tin1e a n1aximum 
rainfall of 23 inches in 24 hours was found 
on the east coast where tropical storn1s 
are n1ore severe and frequent. 
On October 24 to 26, 1921, a tropic~! 
hurricane struck the west coast of Florida 
between Ta1npa and Cedar Keys. The 
_g-reatest rainfall was 3.20 inches on the 
24th. 'Vhile the prevailing direction of 
the stonn was northwest, the n1axin1um 
velocity of the wind 36 mile~ per hour 
was south, forcing the tide to a height 
not reached since 1897. It attained an 
elevation of 5.50 feet above 1nean low 
water. 'iV ater fron1 the river covered 
First Street between Hough Street and 
Billy's Creek so that automobiles could 
not get through, and the river flood ex-
tended up toward the business district as 
far as Bay Street. Little da1nage was, 
however, done. These tropical stonns 
~re locally quite rare, Inost of then1 pass-
Ing to the east of the Florida peninsula 
or to the west into the Gulf of l\1exico. 
Those that strike this part of the Florida 
coast usually arrive in October. Aside 
frmn these severe tropical storn1s which 
occur in the fall at considerable intervals 
and which Inanifest then1selves by high 
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winds, heavy rainfall or extren1e rise in 
tide, storn1s of any consequence are the 
exception. Severe floods due to heavy 
rainfall occur occasionally in the Caloosa-
hatchee River and large areas up the river 
are inundated. The river is so broad at 
Fort l\1yers that the flood waters cause 
little rise of the river here and it has not 
overflowed the sea-wall from this cause 
within the recollection of old residents. 
Unusual provisions are required to care 
for the surplus water which falls on Fort 
1Vlyers and the surrounding territory dur-
ing heavy rains. Nature offers very little 
assistance in drainage owing to the low 
elevations the very flat surface, and the 
somewhat impervious soil. Many artifi-
cial drainage channels are therefore neces-
sary prmnptly to dispose of the rainfall. 
Temperature 
The ten1perature of a place is prin1arily 
detern1jned by its latitude and secondar-
ily by its adjacent land and water areas 
in conjunction with the prevailing winds. 
A sun11nary of the temperature observa-
tions at Fort l\1yers for the last six years 
are as follows : 
Temperature in degrees Fahrenheit as ob-
served by United States Weather Bureau 
Year Mean Highest Lowest 
1920 73.2 96 June 19 33 l\1arch 2 
1921 74.8 96 June 21 
Aug. 19 41 Jan. 16 
1922 74.9 94 June 17 
J uly 31 37 Feb. 8 
1923 74.1 94 Aug. 17 40 Feb. 19 
1924 74.0 97 June 9 41 Jan. 9 
Mar. 13 
1925 74.0 95 Sept. 10 40 D ec. 29 
Av. 74.2 95.3 June 38.7 February 
Monthly averages of the temperature 
at Fort l\Iyers for the last six years are 
as follows : 
Mean 
January .... · ... .. ..... . ..... . .... 66.2 
February ........................ 65. 2 
March .... .............. . . . ...... 69. 7 
April ............ .. .. .... ....... 74.2 
May ................... .......... 76.4 
June ......... .... ... ..... ....... 80 .5 
July ...... ... . . . . ................ 81 .1 
August ... ... .................... 81 . 9 
September ... .... ... ............. 81. 0 
October .......................... 75.9 
November ................ . ....... 70 . 5 
December ................... . . ... 67. 0 
Average for the year .... .......... 7 4 . 2 
January and February are the coldest 
months. The average temperature dur-
ing these months is 65.7 degrees. The 
average maximu1n temperature for each 
day during these Inonths is 75.5 degrees 
and the average minimun1 temperature 
for each day is · 56 degrees, a difference 
of 19.5 degrees. 
Fron1, 1892 to 1925 the thermometer 
has reached the freezing point or gone 
below it at Fort Myers, as follows: 
Lowest 
Temperature 
1894 December 29 24 degrees F. 
December 30 32 " 
1895 February 9 30 " 
1898 January 3 28 " 
Highest 
85 
86 
90 
92 
94 
97 
95 
96 
95 
94 
89 
85 
91.5 
Year Lowest 
1920 38 
1921-1922 37 
1921-1923 33 
1921-1922 46 
1924 51 
1924 June 9 62 
1921 67 
1921-1924 65 
1921-1925 63 
1925 51 
1925 42 
1920-1924 38 
49.4 
1899 February 14 
1901 December 21 
Decen1ber 22 
1902 January 14 
January 15 
1905 January 26 
·January 27 
1906 December 24 
December 25 
Decen1ber 26 
1917 February 4 
Dece1nber 10 
December 31 
1918 January 5 
Year 
1920 
1922 
1920 :Mar. 2 
1925 
1921 
1921 
1923-1924 
1925 
1922 
1923 
1921-1925 
1920 
28 degrees F. 
32 " 
32 " 
31 " 
32 " 
27 " 
29 " 
31 " 
32 " 
31 " 
27 " 
32 " 
31 " 
32 " 
The thermometer has reached the freez-
ing point 18 times in 33 years or on the 
average about once every two years. For 
the 10 years, 1907 to 1916, the thermo-
meter did not reach the freezing point, 
nor has it from 1919 to date. The lowest 
point reached was 24 degrees on Decem-
ber 29, 1894. The therrnon1eter has gone 
below freezing only 11 times in 33 years, 
once in 3 years on the average, and then 
only to a small extent for short periods. 
Serious injury to tropical trees or plants 
fron1 cold waves is rare. 
Grounds of the Royal Palm Hotel adjoining the Caloo-
sahatchee River. Note the tropical vege·tation, especi-
ally the palms on First Street. 
There is no barrier to prevent the cold 
waves which sweep across the country 
from the Pacific northwest fron1 occasion-
ally coming south into Florida. The 
warn1 ·water of the Gulf and bays over 
[ 10] 
' . 
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View of business district and development along water-
front. 
which they pass on their course fron1 the 
northwest, however, check the intensity 
of these waves so rapidly that it is rare 
that vegetation is injured when Fort 
Myers is reached. The United States 
Governinent weather observations at Fort 
Myers, which have been carried on by Mr. 
A. C. Colcord for Inany years, indicate 
that Fort Myers is on a cliinatic belt ex-
tending along the southern bank of the 
Caloosahatchee River, at least so far as 
cold waves are concerned, due to the in-
fluence of the river in n1oderating those 
cold waves as they sweep across its width 
of 1.4 n1iles. When it is 40 degrees at 
Fort Myers it is usually several degrees 
colder on the north side of the river and 
frost often appears in the interior to the 
west; also it is colder to the south away 
fron1 the river. 
The effect of the Gulf and the Atlantic 
in checking the advance of cold waves is 
n1ost n1arked. Observations show that 
the effect of cold waves is substantially 
the san1e as at the same latitude on the 
east coast, while it is n1arkedly colder in 
the interior. Cold waves of unusual 
severity advancing along the \Vest coast 
in the vicinity of Fort Myers will be 
raised in temperature about one degree 
for each 20 1niles of advance. The only 
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places in the United States where killing 
frosts occur in fewer than half the winters 
is in Southe-rn Florida and the region 
around San Diego, California. Serious 
dan1age is rarely done to vegetation un-
less the te1nperature falls to 27 degrees. 
In Fort J\1yers this low temperature has 
been reached only three tin1es in 33 years. 
The very liinited area so free fron1 frosts 
and suitable for tropical vegetation is 
apparent. 
High Temperature 
The proxin1ity of the River, Gulf, At-
lantic Ocean and Gulf Strean1 has not 
only a very Inarked effect in preventing 
extren1e low ten1peratures but also in pre-
venting extre1ne high ten1peratures. Con-
sequently, there is a belt along the shore 
wherein Inaxiinuin teinperatures are less 
than at interior points at the same lati-
tude by several degrees and also less than 
at places 1nany hundreds of n1iles north. 
The Inaximum suininer te1nperature fron1 
the records for 33 years is 97 degrees. 
High ten1peratures occur n1ost often in 
June, although nearly as often in August, 
which Ina y be considered the hottest 
n1onth, having the highest average tem-
perature 81.9 degrees. This Inonth also 
has the highest average maximum ten1-
A typical business block. 
I I 
perature for each day of any Inonth, 89.4 
degrees, and the highest Ininin1uin ten1-
perature for each day, 73.9 degrees. 
Winds 
Fort 1\1yers is within the influence of 
the trade winds which blow quite steadily 
fron1 the northeast and result in weather 
generally fair and quite free fron1 the 
frequent stonns to which Inore northern 
latitudes are subject. 
The United States vVeather Bureau 
wind observations at Fort Myers for 1925 
Inay be sun1Inarized as follows: 
Nwnber o_f days each m on th w hen the 
wind blew ·in the di1·ect i on giv en 
ctt the t otJ of co l umn 
average wind at 5.2 Iniles per hour would 
traverse the peninsula frmn the Atlantic 
Ocean in about 18 hours. 
Wind directions between NN'V and 
SSE would be fron1 the Gulf. They 
blow only about 12 per cent. of the tin1e. 
The wind 88 per cent. of the tin1e blows 
fron1 the Atlantic across the peninsula. 
The circulation of the air, depending 
on the heat of the sun, is naturally Inost 
active during the wannest part of the 
day. The winds sweeping across the 
Peninsula fron1 the Ocean or Gulf there-
by n1itigate in a great Ineasure the other-
JJ!on th ::\ NE E Sl!J S SW W NW Calm 
AVC1'a(je 
v elocity 
mil e 
per 11 ou.r 
D irect i on an d v elocity 
of strongest an d Zight-
est wind in. m on th 
J a nuar y 
F ebruary ....... . 
l\Iarch .... . .... . 
April 
l\Iay 
June 
July 
Augu st ......... . 
Sep tember ...... . 
October ........ . 
November 
December 
4 
5 
7 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
" 2 
3 
2 
14 
9 
9 
9 
13 
9 
10 
10 
9 
9 
11 
!) 
6 
4 
8 
8 
10 
11 
5 
10 
15 
5 
l Z 
4 
2 
3 
2 
1 
6 
6 
4 
2 
6 
2 
9 
3 
4 
0 
0 
1 
2 
4 
3 
2 
3 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
2 
1 
0 
2 
0 
2 
T otal f or yea r ... 35 121 
5 
99 47 24 8 
The average velocity of the wind dur-
ing the year is 5.2 Iniles per hour. The 
prevailing winds are generally half way 
between east and northeast-ENE-
fronl March to Noveinber, shifting over 
to the northeast frmn Dece1nber to Feb-
ruarv. 
The distance across the peninsula in a 
northeasterly direction is 108 miles, while 
in an ENE· direction it is 96 n1iles. The 
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0 
2 
2 
3 
3 
0 
3 
2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
16 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
2 
9 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
3 
0 
0 
6 
6 .0 
5. 5 
5.5 
5 .9 
5.1 
4 .6 
4.4 
4.0 
4.3 
4.9 
6 .7 
5 .7 
5 .2 
f KE 
l N E 
fKW 
(W 
fN 
l XE 
fNE 
I Calm 
fE 
IW 
f SE 
(E 
fNE E 
IE s 
fE 
IW 
S NE E 
I Calm 
fNW 
l Calm 
f N N"" 
I E 
~~ 
l:\TW 
15 m. p. h. 
2m.p.h. 
12m. p. h. 
1m. p. h. 
12m. p. h. 
lm.p. h. 
18 m. p. h . 
lOrn. p. h. 
1m. p. h. 
lOrn. p. h. 
2m.p.h. 
8 m.p.h. 
2m. p.h. 
8 m . p . h. 
lm.p. h. 
8 m.p.h. 
14m. p. h. 
NE 12m. p. h . 
2m. p. h. 
16 m. p. h. 
1m. p. h. 
wise disagreeable suininer sequences of 
" 'ann days and high hun1idity. The 
wind velocity is usually highest between 
noon and 3 :00 P. l\1. and lightest from 
n1idnight to 6:00 A. M. 
Sunshine 
Sunshine records for the year 1925 at 
Fort l\fyers, Tampa and l\fian1i were as 
follows: 
Franklin Arms Hotel. 
Per cent. of 
n1axin1un1 possible sunshine 
Fort Myers Tampa l\tlian1i 
January ...... 60 44 67 
February ..... 76 71 79 
March ........ ' 73 75 81 
April ......... 76 78 78 
1\tlay .......... 68 70 56 
June ......... 68 72 67 
July .......... 72 57 79 
August ....... 73 71 62 
September .... 67 78 85 
October ....... 60 76 86 
November 46 56 66 
December ..... 52 45 71 
Average year .. 66 66 73.2 
Average-De-
cember to March 651,4 581,4 7414 
Humidity 
Relative humidity is high in all parts 
of South Florida, due to its insular char-
acter and the presence of large bodies of 
water at a cmnparatively high tempera-
ture. The n1ean annual humidity is 79 
per cent. of its maxin1um amount and is 
not appreciably different in summer from 
what it is in winter. It is approxirnately 
as follows: 
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The business district south from Franklin Arms. 
January April July October 
8 :00 A. JVI. 85 78 80 82 
8:00 P. ~1. 78 75 78 78 
Climatic Advantages at Fort 1Myers 
The clin1ate of Fort Myers in the 
winter months is rnuch n1ilder and better 
adapted for out-of-doors life, it will be 
seen from the following table resulting 
fron1 n1any years' observations, than the 
f an1ous Riviera resorts on the shores of 
the Mediterranean. The Ocean on the 
one hand and the Gulf on the other are 
big reservoirs of heat, which ameliorate 
changes in ten1perature which would 
otherwise take place. Their wind -swept 
water surfaces not only n1ake Fort Myers 
warmer in winter but cooler in sumrner 
than inland points. Nature seems to 
have arranged the rainy season as well, 
to suit the desires of those who spend 
their winters here. 
Fort JVIyers is to be sought in the 
winter by the tourist and pleasure seeker 
on account of the n1ildness and uniform-
ity of its climate. The average ten1pera-
ture for four winter months of 1925 was 
67.0 degrees, with a maxirnun1 of 88 de-
grees and a n1inin1um of 41 degrees. The 
ten1perature on the average varied from 
76.8 degrees to 57.2 degrees each day, a 
TE~fPERA'l'URE CHARACTERISTICS OF SELECTED LOCALITIES 
ARRANGED FOR COMPARISON 
Y early Winter Spr·ing Surnmer Auttt1nn 
mean rnean mean mean mean B i ghest Lowest 
Fort :Myer s, Fla. 0 •••••••• 72.8 63.8 72.3 80.3 74.7 97 24 
Tampa, Fla. .............. 72.0 61.7 71.7 80.8 . 73.7 98 19 
Miami, l!'la. ..... .... 0 •• 0 •• 75.1 67.7 74.2 81.3 77.2 96 27 
San Diego, Cal. ••• 0 ••••• 0 . 67.5 63.0 64.9 71.7 70.4 110 25 
Nice, France ••••• 0 •••• • 0 0. 60.1 48.7 55.9 72 .5 63 .0 98 14 
New York City •••• 0. 0 • • •• 52.1 31.9 48.9 7~'.0 55.7 102 -13 
WINTER SUMMER 
Fort :Myers, Fla. . ........... . 
~ampa, Fla ....... . .. . ....... . 
Miami, Fla ..... .. ........... . 
San Diego, Cal. .......... . .. . 
Nice, France ................ . 
New York City ......... ..... . 
Mean of max. 
t emzwra t1tres 
each day 
n.~ 
70.1 
75.4 
63.2 
53.9 
64.4 
difference of 19.6 degrees. The freedom 
fron1 rain at this season of the year per-
mits the visitor to live and play out of 
doors nearly all the time. The average 
rainfall during the four winter months is 
8.0 inches, only 15 per cent. of the rain-
fall of the year, and occurs about every 
fourth day, on the average. 
The trade winds blow steadily and mo-
derately while storms or high~ winds are 
very infrequent. The percentage of pos-
sible sunshine is 66 per cent., which is as 
high as any point on the west coast. The 
tropical vegetation and midwinter profu-
sion of flowers, characteristic of Fort 
Myers and proof of the n1ildness of its 
winter clin1ate, are always a source of in-
terest and pleasure to visitors. N atur-
ally, this locality has the distinction of 
being one of the n1ost healthful in Florida. 
The fundan1ental requirement in seek-
ing a ho1ne, whether for only the winter 
season or throughout the year is a health-
ful country; without this all other advan-
tages are of little value. The achieve-
ments of public health work in the south 
have been one of the prin1ary causes of 
its progress and prosperity. The Florida 
death rate (white population) is now 
Mean of min. 
t ernpe1·at 'ures 
ll1 ean of 1nax. 
t em]JeTatwres 
Mean of rnin . 
t ernpe1·atm·es 
[ 15 ] 
each day 
54 .1 
52 .4 
60.0 
47.3 
43.5 
25.1 
each da.y 
88.5 
89.0 
88. 0 
71.7 
79.3 
79. 6 
each day 
72.2 
72.9 
74.7 
61.5 
65 .7 
37.8 
only 10.8 per 1000, and that of Lee Coun-
ty considerably less, while the death rate 
of l\1assachusetts is 12.7 and that of New 
York 12.8 per 1000. 
If one circled the globe, he could not 
find a location for the winter months 
Inore conducive to health and and enjoy-
n1ent than is to be found on the western 
coast. Pneu1nonia and the bronchial dis-
eases so coininon in the north during the 
winter are rare in this section. People 
suffering frmn overwork and nervous dis-
eases find the best re1nedy for their dis-
ability in living out in the open among 
the flowers, fruits and birds. The natural 
forces of baln1v air and sunshine continu-
ally work on body and mind. 
Recent experi1nents have shown that 
there is a 'cmnfort zone ' of weather con-
ditions which, if departed from, is less 
agreeable. This con1fort zone it has been 
shown is the san1e as that in which the 
body functions most perfectly and with 
the least strain. It is also the condition 
in-which people do their best work. The 
death rate, too, has been shown to be the 
lowest when outside temperature day and 
night averages 64 degrees, with a relative 
humidity of 70 or 80 per cent. Experi-
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Diagram I 
ments in a closed ro01n give the 'con1fort 
line' that is the n1ost agreeable ten1pera-
ture in the 'comfort zone' as 66 degrees 
when the relative hu1n idity is 80 per cent. 
With greater hu1nidity, with a wind, or 
when a person is working or playing, this 
temperature of n1axin1un1 co1nfort is 
son1ewhat reduced. 
A 1noist climate, such as characterizes 
South Florida, has been shown by abund-
ant tests to be more healthful than dry 
regions of otherwise si1nilar character. 
The variations of ten1perature frmn one 
dav to another also, while not abrupt, 
have a wholesmne effect on health and 
increase activity. 
Experin1ents and statistics alike de-
n1onstrate that the winter clin1ate such as 
Fort 1\!Iyers possesses is unsurpassed for 
comfort and health. It is a haven not 
only for those who are trying to recover 
their health and for those to whom the 
severe winters of the north 1nake life a 
burden, but to the greater nu1nber who 
are in the full tide of health. They can 
play, swin1, hunt and :fish in the bahny 
air and the abundant sunshine of this 
near-tropical section a1nid tropical sur-
roundings, only 41 hours away frmn New 
York. 
For the agriculturist, too, the clin1ate 
hereabouts has great attractions. The 
severe frosts in the northern part of 
Florida during the winter of 1894-95 in-
duced many to con1e here and plant 
orange groves. The great develop1nent 
of citr-us fruit production, dating frmn 
that ti1ne has since continued unabated. 
The summer rainfall is steady and large; 
26 inches falls during the growing season, 
thus giving a good supply. Artesian 
wells are so easily driven and have such 
~an abundant natural flow that they are 
often to be found in citrus groves. Al-
though always available, they are used 
c01nparatively little. 
~Thile thern101neter records for the last 
34 years give a n1axi1nun1 sun1n1er ten1-
perature of only 97 degrees, yet the sun1-
n1er season is so long and the teinpera-
ture averages so high,-81.5 degrees ·with 
Inaxi1nun1 of 95 degrees and n1inin1un1 of 
65 degrees for June, July, August and 
Septen1ber, 1925, with plenty of n1ois-
ture-that tropical vegetation as well as 
crops suitable for the soil gi'OW n1ost lux-
uriantly. 
The soil and clin1ate are not only capa-
ble of growing crops of large variety 
but of producing the1n at a season of the 
year when the Inarkets of the north are 
otherwise bare of products. Transporta-
tion is quicker to the north fron1 South 
Florida than fron1 any other region where 
tropical fruits and vegetables can be 
readily grown. 
Juan P once de Leon, when he nan1ed 
the country Florida in 1512 or 1513 and 
explored the shores of the west coast, was 
[ 16] 
Canal on Evans Street. 
looking for gold and silver as well as for 
the fountain of youth about which the 
Indians had told hi1n. He returned de-
feated and wounded after his second visit, 
to die in Cuba. It was reserved, however, 
for this later generation to find in the 
clin1ate and soil of the country he named, 
greater wealth than Ponce de Leon had 
ever drean1ed of, while the romance of 
the Indians which spurred hi1n in his quest 
has in a 1neasure been realized by Inulti-
tudes in greater comfort, better health 
and longer life. 
Geology 
The southern part of Florida is one of 
the youngest parts of the country, so far 
as geological time is concerned. The 
shore lines, defective drainage and topo-
graphical features attest its youth. This 
part of Florida was elevated above sea 
level at or during the close of the Pleisto-
cene period, one of the latest intervals of 
geologic time. 
The elevation of the surface of the soil 
in Fort Myers is below 20 feet, and over 
long stretches of ground it is almost on a 
dead level. In consequence of the slight 
relief, the imperfect drainage and the re-
sulting accumulation of surface water 
during the rainy season, s1nall differences 
in elevation have a marked effect on vege-
tation. Many artificial drainage ditches 
hav·e been opened to aid nature in dispos-
ing of surface water. The natural vege-
tation is used as a basis for classifying the 
different soils. 
The larger part of the natural growth 
within the city of Fort Myers is Cuban 
pine with dwarf or saw-paln1etto growing 
amongst it in areas known as flatwoods. 
Along the shore and in places rich in 
vegetable mould or n1uck, pahnettos are 
plentiful, while along strean1s palmettos, 
wateroaks, 1nagnolias, etc., in consider-
able variety abound. 
In the northern portion of Lee County 
along the Caloosahatchee River, the marl 
of that name outcrops over a considerable 
area. The rest of the county is underlain 
by shell marl or thin li1nestones of pleis-
tocene age covered by sand. Drainage 
canals 7-1/2 and 10 1niles south of Fort 
Myers have cut into four or five feet of 
shell mar I under three or four feet of sand 
cover; often it can be found 1nuch nearer 
the surface. lVIost of the 1narl is uncon-
solidated and is cmnposed of shell and 
light yellow sand, but in son1e places it 
is quite compact and by redeposition is 
altered to a thin, hard limestone. In driv-
Ing piles for the Caloosahatchee River 
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Many of the drainage ditches are obstructed by 
vegetation. 
bridge such a stratu1n of limestone was 
encountered, and in driving the many 
artesian wells in the city, numerous layers 
of sand, 1narl, hardpan and limestone are 
penetrated. 
Li1nestone projects through the sands 
here and there along the roads leading out 
of Fort l\1yers. Lin1estone is also to be 
found in the downtown section of the city 
near the shore, generally in a thin shell 
near the surface. Further away fro1n the 
shore, sand is encountered with 1nore or 
less vegetable 1nould, and 1nuck is found 
along drainage courses. Some of the soil 
about Fort Myers is sand with consider-
able li1ne and vegetable matter over a 
layer of hardpan at a depth of 18 or 20 
inches. This hard pan is composed chiefly 
of sand cemented with organic matter and 
iron. In planting son1e orange groves 
where the hardpan is near the surface, 
dynamite has been exploded where the 
tree is to be planted, in order to break up 
this shell. 
There is a general south and east dip 
of the different for1nations of which lime-
stones are the principal water-bearing 
strata. These hold 1nost of the water 
which supplies the Inany artesian wells. 
The artesian head at Fort Myers reaches 
nearly 45 feet. One of the city wells sunk 
to 980 feet received the principal part of 
its water supply at depth of 875 feet, and 
flows 6.50 gallons per minute. 
The harder 1narls are used to a consi-
derable extent for the foundation of 
streets, sidewalks and pave1nents, and for 
the surfacing of roads. The local sands, 
although many of then1 are rather fine 
for the purpose, are generally used in 
construction of all kinds, while the lin1e-
stones are employed in the better con-
cretes although 1nuch shell brought fro1n 
extensive shell deposits is used both for 
inferior grades of concrete and for foun-
dations. Ninety per cent. or 1nore of the 
State roads have foundations of local 
[ 18] 
lin1estone and many of the1n have a ten1-
porary surface of this material. 
Drainage 
The surface of the ground at Fort 
Myers is quite low and flat. In only a 
few places does the elevation rise above 
20 feet, while perhaps half the area of 
the city is 16 feet or below. The eleva-
tions are all referred to mean low water 
of the river. 
Billy's Creek in East Fort Myers gives 
natural drainage to a considerable portion 
of that part of the city and l\1anuel's 
Creek to a portion of the west end of the 
city. 
To the south of Canal Street, the sur-
f ace of the ground generally slopes to 
the southwest at a rate of about two feet 
per n1ile.. The part of this area east of 
Paln1 Avenue is in the Fort l\1yers Drain-
age District. It is provided with canals 
four feet wide at the bottmn, running 
west along township and section lines 
into a 1nain drainage ditch. This ditch 
in turn runs south about eight 1niles along 
a range line, the continuation of Paln1 
A venue to a creek outlet. On the west 
side of Pahn Avenue fron1 Canal Street 
south, drainage canals run out Estero 
A venue into a main drainage ditch. This 
ditch runs on a section line along Charles 
Street and through the Golf Course to 
an outlet in the Caloosahatchee River. 
The southwest part of the city is in the 
Iona Drainage District. 
Grasses and weeds grow up in these 
drainage canals very quickly so that they 
lose their efficiency to a considerable de-
gree, unless frequently cleaned out. 
They should be cleaned out often, there-
fore, by 1nachinery adapted for the pur-
pose. 
During tropical storms the rainfall is 
sometimes very heavy and these canals 
are severely taxed. At such times, water 
flows over low portions of the streets 
I 
I 
\ 
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parallelling the river up to the depth of 
a foot. The storm-water drainage of the 
downtown section is difficult. Streets 
and their grades should be arranged to 
carry off excess water as directly as prac-
ticable. With the flat grades and heavy 
rainfall exceedingly large storm sewers 
would be required to remove it pro1nptly. 
The elevation of First Street east of 
Hough Street is very low; at Woodford 
Avenue the elevation of First Street is 
only 3.10 feet. It has been overflowed 
so as to be impassable by extreme storm 
tides. 
A number of storin-water drains have 
been constructed in the downtown section, 
an1ong which may be 1nentioned a 36" x 
36" storm-water sewer with outlet at 
Carson Street, up Anderson Street to 
Jackson Street, in Jackson Street a 24" 
up to Second Street, and in Fowler Street 
a 20", up to Second Street. 
A system of sanitary sewers covers the 
downtown business area. They have to 
be laid at very flat grades, about two feet 
in 1000 feet, and extend only a moderate 
distance back frmn the river. The sewage 
runs out several hundred feef into the 
river through cast iron pipes. To sewer 
property back into the interior, resort to 
pun1ping will be necessary. An expert 
had been employed in the early part of 
the year to prepare plans of a sewer sys-
tem for East Fort Myers, which is now 
without one. 
The sewer pro ble1n of the city is one 
of the most i1nportant matters with which 
it has to deal. Upon its proper and ade-
quate solution depends the health and 
well-being of the city. A systematic plan 
for the sewerage of the city should there-
fore be prepared and adopted at an early 
date. Sewers should then be built accord-
ing to it to n1eet the demands brought 
about by increase of buildings and popu-
lation. To pern1it a more con1prehensive 
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Driving an Artesian Well. 
syste1n of drainage the legislature has 
given the city control of sewers for a dis-
tance of five n1iles outside the city limits. 
Water Supply 
Fort Myers has an unusual water 
supply frmn artesian wells. The porous 
limestone strata of South Florida in lay-
ers of various depths and thickness, dips 
to the southeast and the water fron1 the 
comparatively high central region of 
Florida and its lakes flows slowly through 
these strata on its way to the sea. Drills 
piercing these strata bring water which 
rises to a considerable height above the 
surface of the ground. Son1e compara-
tively shallow wells are drilled, but those 
giving a considerable flow and pressure 
are driven to a depth of about 1,000 feet. 
Such wells are nu1nerous in Fort Myers 
and are being increased in nu1nber all the 
tin1e. They give a pressure head up to 
45 feet. The city of Fort l\1yers for its 
public water supply has five such wells. 
One of the wells was 8 inches in diameter 
driven to a depth of 980 feet. The princi-
pal supply came from a level of 87.5 feet, 
with a volu1ne of 650 gallons per Ininute. 
Another well used for fire services gives a 
pressure of about 15 pounds per square 
inch. 
The water fron1 these wells flows into 
a circular concrete reservoir on the sur-
An artesian well. 
face of the ground, divided into two con1-
partinents containing 100,000 gallons 
each. The flow is assisted by the use of 
cmnpressed air, as occasion may require. 
There is Inore or less hydrogen sulphide 
in the water, as it cmnes fron1 the wells 
of which the greater part escapes while 
it is in the reservoir. 
A slight taste remains and the water is 
smnewhat hard. Frmn the surface reser-
voir the water is pun1ped into a 100,000 
gallon elevated tank built about a year 
and a half ago, the top of which is 142 
feet above the ground and the ' bottmn 
some 25 feet lower. Two oil engines, 400 
gallons per Ininute each running a large 
part of the time, pump the water into this 
tank. The present water consumption is 
estimated at 500,000 to 600,000 gallons 
per day. A Deisel engine and centrifugal 
pump was being installed in March, 1926, 
and pipes were being laid to additional 
wells greatly to increase the capacity of 
the plant. 
The buildings housing the water pun1p-
ing plant are of a ten1porary nature, and 
in due course will have to be replaced 
with n1ore substantial construction. 
The distribution system now being ex-
tended does not reach far fron1 the thick-
ly settled portion of the city. Rain water 
collected from the roof in wooden tanks 
is preferred by son1e people. These tanks 
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are quite con1mon particularly in the 
sections not yet reached by the public 
water supply. It has been proposed to 
install a water-softening plant. A suit-
able plant of this kii1d should make the 
water satisfactory for all purposes. 
An ample supply of pure water and 
corresponding drainage is of vital iin-
portance to the health and well-being of 
the com1nunity. One of the Inost urgent 
de1nands upon the Inunicipality, there-
fore, is for the extension of the water 
service to keep pace with the building de-
velopn1ent and growth in the population 
of the city. The large area and the scat-
tered developn1ent now taking place 
1nakes the expansion of the water service 
n1uch Inore expensive than if the city was 
building up compactly. 
Municipal Gas Plant 
The City of Fort lVIyers has an up-to-
date n1unicipal gas plant-Tinney pro-
cess-which has been in operation about 
18 Inonths, supplanting a Inuch smaller 
one. A considerable distribution system 
supplies the central section of the city. 
Agriculture 
Agriculture and industries based on 
agriculture are the foundations upon 
which the wealth and prosperity of South 
Florida must ulti1nately rest. Agricul-
ture, although rapidly increasing in 
volume and variety of products, is yet 
only a very sn1all fraction of what it will 
be in the near future. The wealth of the 
back country tributary to Fort Myers has 
scarcely begun to be realized, although its 
present production is by no means small. 
Large quantities of food supplies are 
broug-ht in for consun1ption, which should 
be produced here. With the advent of 
n1ore railroads and i1nproved drainage, 
the agricultural development of this sec-
tion should be rapid. 
While n1any of the northern agricul-
tural states have n1ore than half their 
area devoted to crops, and North Carolina 
has 21 per cent., Florida has only five 
per cent. of its area so utilized. 
In Lee County only four per cent, of 
the entire 565,640 acres is devoted to agri-
culture. Notwithstanding this coin para-
tively s1nall area, the volu1ne of its agri-
cultural products is i1npressive, parti-
cularly in citrus fruits. In 1924, within 
Lee County, 390,000 trees were in bear-
ing, which produced over 1,125,000 boxes 
of fruit. The fruit and vegetable pro-
duction for Lee County, in detail for 
1924, was as follows: 
340,473 boxes of oranges 
540,838 boxes of grape fruit 
12,760 cases of guavas 
1,692 crates of mangoes 
1,307 crates of avocadoes 
62,980 crates of cocoanuts 
11,500 pounds of grapes 
28,807 bunches of bananas 
176,900 crates of peppers 
156,450 crates of tomatoes 
109,720 crates of cucu1nbers 
80,560 crates of egg p·lants 
12,900 bushels of sweet potatoes 
3,515 bushels of Irish potatoes 
10,040 bushels of peas 
8,000 bushels of beans 
6,245 bushels of onions 
11,920 crates of cabbages 
and a large tonnage of lettuce 
The cli1natic conditions are favorable 
for a wide range of crops. The growing 
season is long and for n1any products, 
continuous throughout the year. Abun-
dance of rainfall in the summer season, 
with a war1n temperature and consider-
able hun1idity makes for rapid growth. 
Two and three crops in a year can be at-
tained by intensive cultivation. On ac-
count of soil conditions some crops, how-
A new subdivision in process of development. 
ever, are better adapted to certain areas 
than others. Products can be raised to 
reach the North at the ti1ne these markets 
would otherwise be bare. 
There are millions of feet of untouched 
pine and cypress ti1nber which railroad 
extension will n1ake available for the 
n1arket. The South can grow ti1nber in 
one-half or one-quarter the ti1ne required 
in the north and it is believed that on 
account of it~ rapid growth here, the 
country will have to look southward to 
a very considerable extent for its pern1an-
ent lun1ber supply. 
Industry 
The industries of Fort Myers, it is be-
lieved, will, in the main, depend upon the 
agricultural products of the region. The 
fruit and vegetable production have al-
ready given rise to large packing and 
canning establishn1ents and many n1anu-
factured products will undoubtedly be 
developed from t4e fruit and veget~bles 
of the region. 
Ln1nber production will also bring into 
existence associated industries and we may 
look forward to the time when the waste 
lun1ber will be utilized for the Inanufac-
ture of pulp. Paper Inaking, artificial 
silk production and chen1ical wood indus-
tries, it is believed, will eventually drift 
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toward the south. At the present ti1ne 
in certain sections the production of sugar 
cane is encouraged so that the by-pro-
ducts can be used in the 1nanufacture of 
artificial lun1ber. Many more industries 
which feed on the products of the soil 
are likely to arise. 
.. A_ considerable nun1ber of industries 
necessary to the well-being of the growing 
population are to be looked for, as well 
as n1achine shops and 1narine railways 
to repair stean1ers and yachts. 
In anticipation of the future develop-
Inent of industries which would be at-
tracted to Fort Myers, considerable areas 
along the waterfront and the railroads 
have been designated for industrial use 
on the zoning plan. 
2. HISTORY 
The recorded history of Fort l\Iyers 
begins with its occupation by the United 
States l\tlilitia on N oven1ber 4, 1841. 
They abandoned it, however, on March 
21, 1842, during the latter part of the 
Second Seminole Indian War. Nothing 
is known about the place fro1n that ti1ne 
until February 14, 1850, when Major 
Ridgely was ordered to proceed to the 
mouth of the Caloosahatchee River, select 
the n1ost eligible point on the south bank 
to establish a 1nilitary post and to name 
the place Fort l\tlyers, in honor of Colonel 
Abraham C. 1\!Iyers, distinguished veteran 
of the Mexican \V ar and at that time 
chief quarter1naster of the War Depart-
ment in Florida. Fort Myers was made 
a 1nilitary post and occupied by the 1nilitia 
on account of disturbances of the Sein-
inole Indians. 
On N ove1nber 7, 1855, Lieutenant 
\\!infield Scott Hancock, afterward Gen-
eral IIancock of Civil War fame~ was 
appointed quartermaster with the rank 
of Captain, and ordered in February, 
1856, to proceed to Florida. Captain 
Hancock was stationed at Fort l\Iyers 
and was engaged in supplying troops in 
the field. He had 150 boats under his 
direction, distributing supplies to the 
troops. It is stated by old inhabitants 
that the Hendry house near the shore 
(formerly near First Street) now oc-
cupied by the Public Library and various 
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other organizations was the house in which 
Captain Hancock lived. l\1rs. Hancock, 
the only won1an at the post, relates that 
1nail can1e fron1 Tampa Bay by sail-boat, 
and, wind and weather permitting, was 
received once a week. 
The troops were ca1nped about one n1ile 
fron1 Fort Myers as the quarters of the 
post we1:e not sufficient for both officers 
and 1nen. l\1rs. Hancock, on account of 
the Indians, was confined closely to the 
post, and her constitutionals were limited 
to a long wharf projecting far out into 
the river. The military post of Fort 
Myers included a block house, and was 
bounded by a wall about on the east line 
of Hendry Street, returning to the water 
near Jackson Street. 
The Indian war was soon over and in 
1857 Captain Hancock was sent with his 
regiment to !1-,ort Leavenworth. A ceme-
tery for the burial of soldiers in the Sem-
inole Indian War was established in 1851 
near Second and Fowler streets. 1\Ir. E. 
H. Evans states that smne of the head-
stones were dated 1859 and that while 
postmaster of the village he had charge, 
on behalf of the govermnent, of its re-
n1oval. 
A few n1aps of that portion of Florida 
in the neighborhood of Fort l\1yers which 
antedate the Civil War have been pub-
lished by the United States Government, 
one of the most interesting of which is a 
n1ilitary ·map of the Peninsula of Florida 
Bulkhead wall, west from Evans Avenue. 
south of Tmnpa Bay, co1npiled frmn the 
latest and 1nost reliable authorities, by 
Lieutenant J. C. I ves, Topographical 
Engineer, by order of Hon. Jefferson C. 
Davis, Secretary of War, April, 1856. 
This map shows Fort Myers, the Caloosa-
hatchee River with Inangroves on its 
banks and wagon-roads fron1 Fort Myers 
to the several military posts. In a 1nemoir 
to accon1pany the map it is said 'Fort 
Myers is on the south bank of the Caloo-
sahatchee River, 15 Iniles fron1 its Inouth. 
A wagon road leads frmn the post to 
Forts Deynaud and Thompson, passing 
over a country low in son1e places but 
generally good. A better road still would 
be obtained by fallowing an Indian trail 
that runs parallel to the wagon route, a 
Inile or two south.' 
During the Civil War the post was 
held by Federal troops. On July 1, 1864, 
a Federal expedition of several hundred 
n1en sailed fron1 Fort Myers to Bayport 
near Cedar Keys, and again on February 
22 to 25, 1865, Federal forces from Key 
West and Fort Myers were concentrated 
at Cedar Keys. 
In the early part of 1865, the post was 
attacked by Confederate Cavalry. The 
attack was, however, repulsed. It is 
stated that the amn1unition of the Con-
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federates gave out. Fort Myers remained 
throuO'hout the war, therefore, in posses-
sion of the Federal forces. Occasionally 
deserters from the Confederate army 
would reach the north bank of the river, 
send up a smoke signal and a boat would 
be sent across the river for then1. The 
post at this tin1e was surrounded by 
breastworks of sand extending frmn the 
shore across the Royal Paln1 Hotel 
grounds, crossing First Street and re-
turning to the shore near Carson Street. 
Captain Francis A. Hendry, after 
who1n Hendry Street is named, can1e to 
Fort J\ilyers soon after the Civil War and 
engaged in the cattle business, w~ich 
flourished in this vicinity until smne tn11e 
after 1886. The cattle fron1 the back coun-
try were collected in pens and were driven 
down a cattle trail to Punta Rasa, where 
they were shipped to Cuba. 'l.,he cattle 
brought 25 to 35 dollars a head and were 
paid for in Spanish doubloons worth about 
$15.50. Captain Hendry, father of Col. 
L. A. Hendry, was known as the "Cattle 
King," was a large holder of real estate 
in South Florida, and knew more about 
the southern part of the State than anyone 
else. He frequently wrote for the Florida 
papers, was one of the pron1inent 1nen of 
the State and considered as a candidate 
for governor. 
Elks Club House. 
1\tlajor J anws Evans caine fron1 Vir-
ginia to. Fort Myers so1ne time after the 
Civil vVar and secured a large part of the 
present business center of E'ort 1\tfyers, 
then a part of the public domain under 
the Homestead Act of 1820. The Evans 
h01nestead was entered Dece1nber 9, 1873, 
and consun1n1ated October 12, 1876. 
Major Evans, so it is stated by those who 
knew him, was a gentlen1an of leisure 
fr01n Virginia, a bachelor, very particular 
?-bout his dress and a lover of horses. He 
was also a lover of children and liked to 
take part in their gan1es. Major Evans 
built a hut on what is now the Royal 
Palm Hotel Grounds, opposite the pres-
ent Methodist Church, and later a house 
in which he lived, near the shore a little 
to the west. The hut was used both as 
church and school. 
In securing h01nestead rights at Fort 
Myers, l\1aj or Evans was careful to pro-
tect the people who were already here, 
mnong who1n were the Hendrys, Lang-
fords and others, so that all were his 
friends. In securing title to the lands 
Major Evans was successful in a contest 
with the International Ocean Telegraph 
C01npany, now a part of the vVestern 
Union Telegra·ph Company, which 
clai1ned the property. The cable coin-
pany had a cable to Cuba, landing at 
1 
Episcopal Church. 
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Punta Rasa and the telegraph line can1e 
up on the south side of the river and 
crossed it son1e 20 n1iles to the north. A 
telegraph station was located near the 
present waterworks. 
Saine tiine after the Civil 'i\T ar and 
prior to 1876, the United States systein 
of land surveys was extended over the 
area in the vicinity of Fo'rt Myers, the 
business portion of which is in Section 13, 
Township 44 S, Range 24 E. 
l\1ajor Evans had a survey of the vil-
lage of Fort l\1yers made by Julian G. 
Aristo in 1876, which was filed at Key 
West, January 9, 1878. This n1ap laid 
out streets and subdivided both the Evans 
hon1estead and other property into about 
18 blocks and 46 lots, between what is 
now Anderson Avenue extended to the 
river, Evans Avenue and the river. The 
area included in this survey was about 
220 acres, of which 139.45 acres belonged 
to l\1ajor Evans. First Street shown on 
the n1ap was originally a country road 
through the village running along the 
river and was what its nan1e i1nplies, the 
oldest street in the city. In 1876, First 
Street, Hendry Street, Jackson Street, 
Lee Street and Monroe Street were the 
only streets; the others caine later. A 
ferry is shown on the map at the foot of 
Jackson Street. This ferry was operated 
fron1 about 1876 to 1886, transporting 
vehicles as w·ell as passengers across the 
river. The road is still in existence con-
necting this ferry with what is now the 
Tan1ian1i Trail. 
.... t\fter the village of Fort l\1Iyers was 
laid out by this map-in 1878 or 1879-
Ma.jor Evans sold n1any of his lots, a 
good portion of them to the Hendry 
fan1ily. The real estate sales indicate a 
good deal of activity at that time. 
This map of 1876 is the oldest map of 
the city and was its first subdivision, to 
( , 
which the n1ultitude of 'additions' which 
make up the present city plan have been 
joined. 
In 1884 there were about 400 inhabi-
tants chiefly engaged in cattle raising. 
Large steainships plied between lVIexican 
ports, Key West, Cedar Keys, Tampa, 
etc., stopping at Punta Rasa for cattle. 
Mail and what few visitors there were 
can1e by these boats. So1netimes the stean1-
ship would fail to stop at Punta Rasa on 
account of bad weather, and Fort Myers 
would be without 1nail for long intervals. 
It was brought up from Punta Rasa by 
sailboat. There were only about six car-
riages in the place at this time. Most 
of the traveling was on horse back, but 
it was sn1all in an1ount, since there was 
no place to go. Buckinghan1, a few miles 
to the east was the only settlement within 
a long- distance. 
In 1884, the Pemberton Ferry branch 
of the South Florida Railway was built, 
which beca1ne part of the Atlantic Coast 
Line Systen1 in 1892. It was a narrow 
gauge railroad fron1 Lakeland to what 
is now Punta Gorda on Charlotte Harbor. 
The railroad was brought to Char lotte 
Harbor chiefly for the shipping of phos-
phate rock, the long dock being used for 
that purpose. 
Soon after the railroad came to Char-
lotte Harbor in 1886, or shortly before, 
a daily steamboat service between Char-
lotte Harbor and Fort Myers was put in 
operation and then for the first tin1e Fort 
~1yers was brought within easy communi-
cation with the outside world. One of 
the newspapers of Fort Myers was estab-
lished then and has been published without 
break ever since. 
Thon1as .A.. Edison, one of the first 
fron1 the north to establish a winter home 
in Fort Mvers came about this time. He 
and his partner, E. T. Gilliland, were 
cruising about the Gulf and stopped at 
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City Dock, Fort Myers. 
Punta Rasa, then, as now, a telegraph 
station. The captain of his boat advised 
~1r. Edison to con1e up the river and see 
Fort Myers. When he came ashore, Mr. 
Edison asked lVIr. E. W. Evans, who 
kept a store at the northeast corner of 
Hendry and First Streets, to show him 
what Fort lVIyers possessed in the way of 
cocoanut trees, since son1.e had been ob-
served hv Mr. Edison on his way up the 
river and places were shown him where 
they were growing. Mr. Edison was 
anxious to find property for sale. This 
desire on the part of a stranger to buy 
land was something very unusual in Fort 
l\1yers. The land transfers were made 
among the inhabitants; strangers did not 
come here for that purpose. It was 
thought doubtful that a place could be 
found for sale. However, Mr. Edison 
was persistent and he and his partner 
were shown a nun1ber of properties. They 
were extremely interested in the bamboo 
they found growing about the city, as Mr. 
Edison was at that time searching the 
world for the best material for the fila-
Inent of his electric lamp, which then and 
for smne time afterward was made of 
bamboo. Mr. Edison bought his present 
winter hmne on this first visit to Fort 
Myers. He has returned almost every 
winter. 
The buildings on Edison's property co1ne until nearly 20 years later. The 
were made in lVIaine. All parts of the village up to this tin1e, had been a part of 
buildings were cut so that they could be Monroe County, but on May 13, 1887, 
put together readily with the aid of blue Lee County was for1ned, and Fort ~1yers 
prints. The material arrived directly by becan1e its county seat. 
schooner to his place here and everyone The great freeze in the winter of 1894-
in the settle1nent who could drive a nail 95 destroyed the orange trees in the north-
helped in putting up the houses. ern part of the State. As a result, many 
~1r. Edison left carefully prepared in- people lost all their savings. It had the 
effect of attracting people to the southern structions to the superintendent in rela-
part of the State where oranges were tion to the preparation of soil, fertilizers, 
h already gro,ving in a small way. Trans-plants, etc., before his departure for t e 
portation had been so bad that few oranges North. The Superintendent was to carry 
were marketed, except smne by schooner out these instructions during the su1nn1er. 
l\Iore than a thousand team-loads of muck in bulk to J\Iobile and nearby points. 
Orange groves were now planted in this and many tons of fertilizer were used to 
enrich the soil. vicinity and the village not only attracted 
fishermen and hunters, but fruit-growers 
Mr. Edison took delight in selecting as well. 
trees, plants and shrubs for his grounds At this tin1e there were about 725 
from the catalogues of nursery1nen both people in Fort lVIyers. The block on 
in Florida and California. When told First Street between Hendry and Jackson 
" that some would not thrive he insisted on Streets was occupied by low fran1e build-
making the experiment. The first of the ings housing the usual stores, saloons, etc., 
Inany Royal Palms which make Fort to be found in a cattle-raising con11nunity. 
Myers the 'City of Palms' was planted Cattle were still raised in the back country 
for Mr. Edison who only this last winter and shipped frmn Punta Rasa. 
was adding new trees and shrubs to his With the advent of the year 1903, the 
tropical garden. Atlantic Coast Line extended its railroad 
About 1886, ~1r. Edison put up an from Charlotte Harbor to Fort Myers 
electric light plant on his grounds and and the con1munity was incorporated as 
offered to light Fort ~iyers, if the com- a town. Its growth and prosperity was 
1nunity would furnish the poles. This assured now that it was linked to the rest 
they did not do, but Mr. Edison during of the country by railroad. We are not 
that winter brilliantly illuminated his surprised, therefore, that within two years 
grounds with the new incandescent elec- on J\Iay 19, 1905, it became a city bounded 
tric light. by Canal Street, Ford Street, Billy's 
Bullock and ox tean1s were in common Creek, and the Caloosahatchee River, in-
use in 1886. There were few buildings. eluding an area of 1872 acres or 3.1 square 
The Presbyterian Church, then the only miles. 
church, occupied the site on First Street The city was extended to the south and 
east of Royal Palm Avenue, now occu- west on January 31, 1925. It then in-
pied by the Methodist Church. It was eluded 10,775 acres or 17.2 square 1niles. 
a pron1inent feature in a public view of On December 23, 1925, it was brought to 
1886. At this time it was expected that its present size, 12,927 acres, or 20.2 
the railway would be extended to Fort square miles, by the inclusion of East 
Myers at an early date, but it did not Fort Myers. 
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Traffic 
Vehicular traffic has increased in 
Florida by leaps and bounds. Local traf-
fic is approximately 1neasured in its in-
tensity by the autmnobile registration. 
Florida's gain in 1notor cars from January 
1, 1924, to January 1, 1925, was 21.4 per 
cent; from January 1, 1925 to January 
1, 1926, 34.3 per cent. The latter increase 
was the largest percentage gain of any 
state. The registration in Florida frmn 
1912 to 1925 was as follows: 
Year Vehicles Year 'T ehicles 
1912 1,749 1919 55,400 
1913 2,372 1920 73,914 
1914 3,368 1021 97,837 
1915 10,850 1922 115,891 
1916 20,718 1923 160,000 
1917 27,000 1924 194,196 
1918 54,186 1925 260,720 
Persons per n1otor vehicle 
January 1; 1925 5.5 
Persons per 1notor vehicle 
January 1, 1926 4.9 
First Street in business section. Note :marquees over-
hanging sidewalks. 
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In Lee County the nun1ber of auton1o-
biles taxed each year was as follows: 
1920 616 
1921 753 
1922 821 
1923 1028 25.2 per cent. increase 
1924 1416 37.8 per cent. increase 
1925 1765 24.6 per cent. increase 
The great increase in automobile regis-
tration is reflected in the heavy traffic on 
the i1nproved highways. Considerable 
traffic in the business center is due to cars 
hunting for a place to park. Counts 
show that 8.5 per cent. of the cars in Fort 
Niyers have Florida nan1e plates. 1\1any 
tourists who stay in Florida for a consid-
erable ti1ne, however, take out Florida 
licenses, so that this percentage does not 
indicate the strictly local traffic, which is 
less. 
It is a custom in the evening, particu-
larly on Saturday evenings and Sundays 
for car owners to drive round and round 
through the business center. The streets 
then carry their heaviest traffic. 
In October, 1925, traffic counts were 
Ma.in Street looking west. 
taken at nine of the busiest street inter-
sections, showing the amount of traffic 
moving in each direction. This data has 
been tabulated and charted. It has served, 
with nu1nerous observations extending 
over a considerable period and at many 
points, as the basis for the conclusions 
arrived at. 
The building developn1ent in Fort 
.l\1:yers has until recently been largely 
along the shore. The back areas to the 
south were not developed. Since there 
was co1nparatively little traffic to the sou.th 
and the river is to the north, traffic in the 
1nain follows the streets parallel to the 
shore. Thus the traffic on First Street 
near the bridge was found to be 603 
vehicles per hour; that on Cleveland Street 
and .l\1:cG regor Boulevard near their j unc-
tion, 244 and 515 vehicles per hour, re-
spectively, while that crossing the railroad 
at Fowler Street and at Hendry Street 
was 118 and 191 vehicles, respectively, 
a total of 309. The traffic across the 
railroad to the south is therefore now 
about half that entering and leaving the 
business center along the shore. '¥ith 
the rapid building now going on south of 
the railroad, centering on Estero Avenue, 
the traffic over the railroad in that direc-
tion will greatly increase. 
First Street looking west. 
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The traffic dire.ctly crossing Hendry 
Street parallel to First Street is as 
follows: 
Vehicles per hour 
On First Street . . . . . . 396 
On l\1:ain Street . . . . . . 212 
On Second Street . . . . 226 
On Anderson Street . . 228 
'l'otal ............. 1,062 
We consequently find 1062 vehicles per 
hour going east and west on the streets 
parallel to First Street. This is reduced 
to about 700 vehicles per hour a half 1nile 
from the business center. The greatest 
intensity of traffic is found at First and 
Hendry Streets. 
The turning n1ove1nents in the business 
center are · abnormal in number; they are 
substantially equal to the direct Inove-
Inents across the intersections. This 
should not be the case in a well-organized 
street syste1n. The great nun1ber of turn-
ing movements indicates at once the weak 
points in the street systen1 and the renl-
edies that should be applied for facilitat-
ing the traffic flow. 'l'hese weak points 
are the lack of through streets east and 
west. First Street, one of the Inost attrac-
tive streets in the world. as it approaches 
the business center from the east, stops 
at the railroad tracks and all of its traffic 
has to deflect into Monroe Street or into 
other cross-streets. It should be said, 
however, that the city authorities have 
for a long time recognized the need for 
extending the street, only the legal diffi-
culties in effecting a crossing of the rail-
road spur have prevented it. 
Similarily, Main Street, the continua-
tion of McGregor Boulevard from the 
west, stops at Jackson Street and all its 
traffic has to turn either to the right or 
the left. The continuation of Main Street 
eight blocks further west would not only 
subdivide the blocks and give increased 
street frontage, but would connect with 
Michigan Avenue and form an important 
traffic artery through the business center. 
Michigan Avenue now dead-ends at 
Evans Street and its traffic has to turn 
north or south. 'Vith the connection pro-
posed, these disadvantages to traffic move-
ment will disappear and an important 
and direct traffic route will be created. 
The two street extensions suggested 
above will go far in improving the traffic 
flow through the city. They are funda-
mental in the making of an adequate 
thoroughfare plan to care properly for 
the traffic in Fort Myers. 
In Septe1nber, 1925, vehicular traffic 
had increased to such an extent and there 
was so much difficulty and danger in 
crossing streets that all vehicles were re-
quired to stop on entering certain arterial 
streets in the business center. This 
"through street" n1ethod of regulating 
traffic has worked so well that it has been 
gradually extended until all the iinport-
ant streets running east and west in the 
business center are now arterial thorough-
fares. All motor cars have to ·stop before 
entering or crossing them. A low iron 
casting painted red and having an in-
clined surface on which is the word "Stop" 
in large letters is placed in the center of 
the cross street on the arterial street line. 
It serves to call the attention of motorists 
to the regulation and keep traffic in line. 
As a rule, this signal is treated with great 
respect, and pedestrians are able to cross 
the street along with arterial traffic with 
safety, while the cross-traffic interferes 
little with the arterial traffic. 
Roadway Widths 
The important streets in the business 
center are, w·ith the exception of Broad-
way and First Street, only 50 feet wide. 
The latter streets have a width of 60 feet. 
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The roadway widths vary fro1n 30 to 40 
feet, and are often 34 or 37 feet. A road-
way of 34 feet on a 50-foot street leaves 
8-foot sidewalks, which should not be 
narrowed when subject to any appreciable 
volume of pedestrian traffic. It is recoin-
mended that the roadways of all down-
town_ streets 50 feet or more in width, 
where the roadway is less than 34 feet, be 
given at least that width so that the streets 
will be able to carry 4 traffic lines. 
Curb Corners 
Curb corners at all intersections through 
which considerable traffic passes, should 
be turned with a radius of not less than 
12 feet, and preferably 15 feet, to give 
1nore room for vehicles at the intersection 
and enable right-hand turns to be Inade 
with less interference with other traffic. 
The radii of present curb corners 
vary. In smne cases where the turning 
traffic is very heavy the curb has been set 
back so that the turn is easy, as at the 
southeast corner of Monroe and First 
Streets. At the northwest corner of 
Hendry Street and Anderson Street the 
radius of the curb is about 18 feet. The 
building at the corner is cut off with about 
a 10-f'oot front giving width for an en-
trance with ample sidewalk space in 
front. This corner is an example of what 
Narrow sidewalks in bad condition on Second and 
Hendry streets. 
Narrow sidewalk and bad curb conditions, Hendry Street. 
should be done generally in the business 
center. 
At the important intersections of Jack-
son Street, Hendry Street and Broadway 
with First Street, the curbs are turned 
with a radius of about 15 feet. Some 
other street intersections have been given 
satisfactory curbs, but other curb corners 
outside these points of maximum conges-
tion have a radius of fron1 .5 to 8 feet. The 
curb at the northwest corner of lVIain and 
Hendry Streets has a radius of only 2 or 
3 feet. 
It is understood that the general prac-
tice in turning curbs has been, when lay-
ing ne'v pavements, to allow a sidewalk 
width of 6 feet at the corner and use, 
where practicable, a curb radius of 15 
feet. The sidewalk width at the corner, 
under this rule, is too narrow; it should 
not be less than the wider sidewalk on 
either side. 'Vith the narrow sidewalks 
on many of the streets, a curb radius of 
15 feet is altogether impracticable without 
cutting off the property corner. If new 
buildings are erected with corners set 
back to a 12-foot front both ample side-
walk space and a curb of suitable radius 
not less than 15 feet can be provided. 
Three of the buildings at the corner of 
First Street and Hendry Street are set 
back in this 1nanner. 
[ 30] 
The importance of thus setting back 
street corners when erecting new build-
ings on narrow streets cannot be too 
strongly urged. Not only does it give 
room for the free 1novement of both 
vehicles and pedestrians around the 
corner, but permits a better view of ap-
proaching vehicles which greatly dimin-
ishes the danger of accident. The greater 
danger of accident whic4 would ensue 
were all corners built up to the street 
line is not realized with the present open 
state of many corners. The narrow 
streets and sidewalks n1ake this danger 
from obstruction to view particularly 
great. Buildings truncated in the man-
ner proposed are n1ost successful archi-
tecturally and enhance the appearance of 
the streets. Architects and owners should 
be brought to realize the importance of 
such treatment. 
One-Way Streets 
One-way streets are not usually advis-
able where one line of traffic in each di-
rection can move without undue interfer-
ence from standing vehicles. When a 
street is one-way, another similar adjacent 
street for traffic in th_e opposite direction 
should be provided to balance the traffic. 
Undue traffic loads will not then be 
thrown on other parts of the street system. 
Generally with one-way streets a greater 
distance has to be traveled and business on 
the street is inconvenienced. On the 
other hand, traffic n1oven1ents on the street 
and at the intersections are si1nplified so 
that a smnewhat greater speed can be 
attained. Since in the Fort Myers busi-
ness center there is 18 feet between cars 
parked at the curbs free for the movement 
of a line of vehicles in each direction, it 
is not believed that one-way move1nent 
would be advisable under present condi-
tions. It would not at the present time 
facilitate traffic n1oven1ent sufficiently to 
offset its inconveniences. As, however, 
the business center is laid out with streets 
paralleling each other, a one-way traffic 
systen1 could be easily arranged and has 
possibilities in the way of making pedes-
trian-crossing safer, ;while with heavier 
traffic a smoother flow would be attained. 
Left-Hand Turns 
In many cities the traffic has beco1ne 
so con1plicated at intersections that traffic 
tangles and the blocking of traffic are 
frequent. Left-hand turns cause the 
greatest obstruction of any single n1ove-
n1ent of the 12 involved in a right-angled 
intersection. To si1nplify movement and 
make traffic n1ore orderly, left-hand turns 
at the busiest intersections are often abol-
ished in whole or in part, or when the 
traffic is particularly heavy at an inter-
section all turns may be forbidden. Left-
hand turns should not be forbidden, how-
ever, unless convenient routes for the 
traffic interfered with is provided. These 
new routes should not unduly congest 
other intersections. 
The intersection of First Street, Main 
Street and Second Street with Jackson 
Street and with Hendry Street are the 
principal intersections where the con1plex-
ity of turning movements should be re-
duced, if practicable. The following left-
hand turns can be cut out without seri-
ously affecting the convenience of traffic: 
Hendry Street south into First 
Street 
First Street east into Jackson 
Street 
Second Street east into Hendry 
Street 
Even in these instances it is a question, 
however, whether the gain in celerity of 
1novement would balance the slight incon-
venience to the traffic cut off fron1 its usual 
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path and the trouble of enforcing the reg-
ulation. With the present street system 
n1ost of the left-hand turns made are 
necessary. 
Bay Street should be continued and 
Monroe Street extended to meet it. Then 
the paving of these streets as well as of 
Lee Street will give an i1nportant traffic 
street parallel to First Street throughout 
its busiest portion. It would not only 
relieve First Street traffic to a consider-
able extent, but also make it practicable 
to take more left-hand turns out of 
First Street intersections. 
Traffic Signs 
Mushrooms illu1ninated by red lights 
at night are generally used at the busy 
intersections, around which all traffic. has 
to pass to the right. They work quite 
satisfactorily and do not n1aterially ob-
struct the roadway. An unobstructed 
roadway is a necessary require1nent in 
the narrow streets. As it is, large cars 
1nake left-hand turns with some difficulty. 
It is very i1nportant that traffic should 
be guided in definite lines through the 
intersections and these mushrooms are 
well suited to the conditions that obtain 
in Fort Myers. 
The "Through Street" sign placed on 
the center line of the cross-street and on 
A truncated building corner with overhanging marquee. 
the arterial street line consists of an iron 
casting with inclined surface on which is 
the word "Stop" in large letters. This 
sign, painted red and bolted down to the 
pavement, is fairly effective. The word 
"Stop" painted. in Jarge white letters on 
the pavement is equally satisfactory when 
fresh, but is soon obliterated. On the 
whole, these cast iron signs do the work 
expected of then1 and offer little obstruc-
tion to traffic flow, while at the same tin1e 
they keep vehicles in their proper paths. 
In a neighboring city signs like these 
are being displaced by a half-globe cast-
ing filled with cement. The word "Stop" 
is painted on these signs in red on a white 
face, and a red glass is set on the signal 
so that it shows up at night by reflection 
of light fron1 the auton1obile headlight. 
The reason for the change was no doubt 
lack of visibility, particularly at night, in 
those formerly used. A few of these lat-
ter signs are also used in Fort Myers. 
Pedestrian paths are 1narked with paint 
lines at street intersections, and parking 
strips 6 feet wide are painted along the 
50-foot streets where parking is in 1nost 
demand. Diagonal parking spaces 6 feet 
wide are marked on the wider streets at 
an angle of about 30 degrees. The cars 
when parked angularly take up about 13 
feet of the street width. These parking 
Street Signs. 
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lines are generally observed; few cars are 
found to park outside then1, and their use 
n1aterially aids traffic n1ove1nent by keep-
ing parked cars within definite li1nits. 
The getting in and out of many cars from 
their stands, however, considerably inter-
feres with traffic movement. One of the 
two auton1obile accidents observed while 
this study was being 1nade was a collision 
with a car backing from its parking place. 
Cars are per1nitted to park up to 12 
feet fron1 the house-line. This is rather 
close when cars are parked parallel to the 
curb, but is altogether too near when 
the rear of a diagonally parked car is 
only that distance from the street corner. 
as is the case on the south side of First 
Street east of Hendry Street. These cars, 
which project 13 feet fron1 the curb, 
should not co1ne nearer than 25 feet to 
Hendry Street. They are a serious ob-
struction to traffic. Cars have also been 
observed on Dean Street parked so that 
they extended out 6 feet into First Street. 
In general, cars are allowed to park so 
close to a street that they interfere ·with 
traffic 1novement. They should be kept 
25 feet back from all street corners where 
any considerable an1ount of traffic turns. 
"Through Traffic" Streets 
The . "Through Traffic" street n1ethod 
of control has been used in a great n1any 
cities with signal success. It has been en1-
ployed in Fort Myers for about 6 n1onths. 
To a stranger it appears ren1arkable how 
well the regulation is observed and how 
IlltiCh consideration the pedestrian obtains. 
The " Through Street" n1ethod of traffic 
control with the use of a central n1ush-
roon1 or standard around which traffic 
turns is satisfactory for Inoderate a1nounts 
of traffic and has ·worked very well so far 
in Fort l\1yers, with the 1noderate speeds 
and careful driving which is the rule. The 
pedestrian gets along very well when 
traveling along the arterial streets and 
somewhat less so in crossing the1n. The 
chief danger in this Inethod of regulation 
is that drivers on the "Through Streets" 
will assume that they have the right-of-
way at all tin1es and fail to give cross-
traffic and pedestrians their rights. It 
should be made clear in designating 
through streets that no such right-of-way 
is given the main traffic. Traffic officers 
should see, so far as it may be necessary, 
that crossing traffic and pedestrians are 
not disregarded. 
'Vhen the vehicular traffic passes a 
certain intensity, however, traffic is con-
fused. The cross-traffic has great diffi-
culty in crossing the main strea1n, or turn-
ing into it, and the pedestrian also finds 
it difficult to cross. "Stop-and-Go" 
methods must be employed. It is best 
in the case of Fort Myers, at least for 
the present, to employ the hand signals 
of a trained officer, rather than introduce 
automatic stop-and-go signals, since stop-
and-go Inethods are needed only during 
short periods of heavy traffic. 
Officers are needed during rush hours 
to speed up traffic and prevent ,blockades, 
no matter what mode of regulation is en1-
ployed. A trifiing mishap, carelessness 
on the part of a driver, or improper park-
ing may cause a serious blockade in the 
narrow streets with the steady flow of 
traffic, if the remedy is not promptly ap-
plied. 
Synchronous Traffic Signals 
In n1any cities automatic synchronous 
signals are employed giving a definite 
time for traffic to proceed along the main 
street and another period for the cross-
. traffic on intersecting streets to move, 
while the main traffic stream · is stopped. 
Traffic by this method often spends half 
its time waiting for interfering traffic 
whether it appears or not. The system 
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View along Lee Street. 
is very inflexible and is often exasperating 
at times of light traffic when stops are 
made without any necessity for them. 
On the other hand, with heavy uniform 
traffic, both on the arterial and cross-
streets to which the signals can be timed, 
the syste1n works at its best, particularly 
when crossing streets are near together 
and have equal traffic loads. The less 
the turning traffic is, compared with the 
cross-traffic, the better the synchronous 
system will work. It is 1nost ·often ap-
plied to the main street of a city having 
a rectangular layout with cross-streets at 
regular intervals at and near the inter-
sections of heaviest traffic. 
In the present condition of the street 
svstem, with neither First Street nor 
1\tiain Street passiRg through the city and 
with the unusual amount of turning, 
traffic conditions are not favorable to the 
system under discussion. When, how-
ever, First Street is continued across the 
railroad spur and forms a connection with 
McGregor Boulevard, and ~lain Street 
is extended into Michigan A venue, it will 
be advisaple to install an automatic light 
signal system, either synchronous or a 
modification of it, which will permit con-
tinuous movement at a certain speed once 
the signal system has been entered. 
The increase of traffic due to the in1-
provement of the highways leading out 
of the city will bring increased traffic 
which will n1ake such a signal systen1 
necessary. But traffic officers using 
" Stop-and-go" n1ethods when necessary 
will prove effective for some tin1e to cmne. 
""Then the traffic becon1es sufficiently 
heavy to require traffic police to apply 
"Stop-an-go" n1ethods a considerable part 
of the time, an adjustable light signal sys-
ten1 will be desirable to guide the traffic 
officers in stopping and passing traffic at 
the proper tin1es at the intersections on 
First Street, Main Street and Second 
Street. The officer's signal would deter-
n1ine the moven1ent of traffic at any inter-
section. l-Ie, in turn, 'would be guided by 
the light signals and depart from them as 
little as necessary. Unless the officers' 
directions are co-ordinated at nearby 
points in son1e n1anner, the traffic is liable 
to be impeded. 
Traffic Police 
Attention should be called to the fact 
that traffic officers should be thoroughly 
trained in their duties. A separate traffic 
squad should be organized. Unless a 
traffic officer is thoroughly trained, he 
n1ay be a hindrance rather than a help in 
the movement of ·traffic and the protection 
of the pedestrian. 
Automobile Parking 
The traffic survey showed that 876 
cars were parked in the center of the city 
at a given time on an afternoon in Octo-
ber, 1925. These cars were nearly all 
parked in the area bounded by the River, 
Lee Street, Second Street and Monroe 
Street. 
The problen1 of where to park is acute 
now; it promises to become very much 
n1ore acute. Everyone wants to park as 
near to the place where business or plea-
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Main Street looking east. 
sure calls him as possible. The result is 
that demand for parking space is intense 
near the Post Office, the drug stores, the 
theatres, etc., and rapidly falls to ahnost 
zero a short distance fron1 the business 
center. · 
Limited Parking Zones 
The city authorities have endeavored 
to serve the greatest number with park-
ing facilities by limiting the ti1ne of park-
ing near the Post Office and some street 
corners-6 different localities in all-to 
10 n1inutes. By this limitation these 
choice spaces serve a great nun1ber. In 
the same way, parking along First Street 
and other in1portant streets is limited to 
an hour, so that a large nu1nber may 
enjoy the privilege. The choice spaces 
under these rules cannot, therefore, be 
n1onopolized by a few. Those who park 
their cars several hours or all day can 
afford to park further away from the 
business center. The parking tin1e-limit 
is enforced by officers detailed for the 
purpose. The benefit of this limit in the 
ti1ne of parking is nullified to son1e extent 
by the moving of cars at the expiration 
of the tin1e-li1nit into another pocket in 
a limited zone. On the whole, however, 
this rule works well. 
Anderson Avenue. No adequate tree planting space. 
Parking Paint Lines 
On streets 50 feet wide cars are parked 
parallel to the curb and a paint line is 
drawn 5 inches wide, 6 feet fron1 the curb, 
within which autmnobiles must be placed. 
These lines serve a very useful purpose 
in keeping parked auton1obiles in their 
proper position, and it is rare that a 
parked auto1nobile is not placed within 
the line. 
Diagonal Parking 
On Broadway and First Street between 
Jackson and Hendry Streets, cars are 
parked diagonally providing parking 
space for a greater number of cars than 
if parked in the usual manner. Paint 
lines are used here to define parking 
stalls 6 feet in clear width and at an 
angle of about 30 degrees with the street 
line. The cars extend out into the 
street about 121/2 feet. Paint lines 
Ineasure about 13 feet along the curb and 
about 6lj2 feet out at the extreme end. 
Cars backing out from these stalls inter-
fere with moving traffic, and there is con-
siderable danger of collision. Cars 
parked in this n1anner on 40-foot road-
ways narrow the roadway space for n1ov-
ing traffic . rather 1nore than they should. 
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Parking Near Intersections 
Paint lines also define the distance from 
the street corner in the business center 
that n1ust be kept free from parking. 
This distance is usually about 12 feet and 
is too s1nall for cars parked diagonally. 
The rear ends of cars parked in this Jnan-
ner extend out n1ore than 12 feet from the 
curb and offer considerable obstruction to 
turning traffic. They should be kept at 
least 25 feet from the crossing street. 
Such obstruction frmn parked car's is 
particularly bad on the south side of First 
Street east of Hendry Street. Cars are 
frequently seen parked right up to the 
side line of the cross-street. In one case 
the driver was observed to leave his car 
at the curb of a cross-street so as to oc-
cupy 6 feet of the sidewalk space of First 
Street. 
Parked cars have frequently been ob-
served, to interfere with turning traffic. 
Cars are allowed to park too close to the 
street corner at busy intersections, to the 
l1indrance of n1oving traffic. The distance 
frmn the intersection in which cars are 
allowed to park should not only be moved 
further back from the intersection in 
nun1erous cases but should be plainly 
1narked and strictly enforced. 
Parking Signs 
Rectangular signs lin1iting parking to 
one hour are orange in color. They are 
placed about 6 feet high on la1np posts at 
the street corners, where they can be 
readily observed. "No Parking" signs 
and "10-Minute Parking" signs are white 
or orange color discs supported by a n1etal 
base and short ste1n. They are so frail 
that few of them are in serviceable con-
dition. Most of them are bent or broken. 
Son1e were seen lying in the gutter. More 
substantial signs are called for. 
All-Night Parking 
It is exceedingly important for Fort 
Myers that visitors should find a place 
to park their cars within a reasonable dis-
tance of their objective. Parking con-
ditions here are son1ewhat different fro1n 
what they are in the North. Many per-
sons have no garage; they use the streets 
or vacant areas for storing their cars. 
Many cars are left in the streets all night. 
One can see that a car has been stored all 
night by the litter under it, which the 
street cleaners fail to remove. Such use 
of the street cannot be justified. Cars 
should not remain in the streets over 
night for the sufficient reason that they 
interfere with the proper cleaning of the 
streets. This untidy condition may be ob-
served any morning at Fort Myers. 
Parking Spaces 
The new and wider streets proposed 
will give considerably increased space for 
parking. With the enlarge1nent of the 
business area the parking area will like-
wise be enlarged. The street, as a usual 
thing, is preferred by motorists to special 
parking areas as favorably situated. 
'Vhile the interior of large blocks or filled 
areas along the waterfront can be made 
available for parking, the great bulk of 
automobile parking will remain in the city 
streets. 
Several private parking stations are 
located in the business section off import-
ant streets. They charge 50 cents a day, 
50 cents a night, $5.00, $7.50 to $10.00 a 
Inonth, but are little used: There seems 
to be little demand for these areas at a 
price that will repay their proper organi-
zation. 
The proposed waterfront drive should 
be designed so that it can park cars on 
both sides at right angles to curb. A 
great number can then be taken care of 
in this street. 
In the main, additional parking space 
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Inust be provided by new and wider 
streets, particularly on the proposed 
waterfront drive, as well as by the exten-
sion of the parking area which now ex-
tends only about a couple of blocks 
around the city's center. 
An interesting example of extensive 
garage facilities in the interior of a block 
is to be seen between Jackson Street and 
Lee Street where each street front is 
built up with substantial 3-story brick 
stores and offices. An entrance fro1n 
either street through them brings one into 
a very large garage of brick, concrete and 
steel in the rear of the stores. This gar-
age, while not far from the present busi-
ness center, is now outside the area of 
street parking de1nand. · Few cars park 
on the streets in the immediate vicinity. 
With· sufficient garages in the interior 
of deep blocks, of which this is a type, 
and with street space furnished by addi-
tional and wider streets, Fort Myers 
should be able to care for the multitude 
of motor cars which enter it. 
Recornrnenda tions 
To conclude, the recoininendations re-
lative to traffic are as follo·ws: 
1. For the present, employ trained 
traffic officers to direct traffic at 
busy intersections, as occasion 
de1nands. 
2. When traffic increases sufficiently 
to require "Stop-and-Go" methods, 
a considerable part of the ti1ne at 
the busiest intersections, an ad-
justable light signal systen1 should 
be installed to co-ordinate the di-
rections of the different traffic offi-
cers. Officers will, however, still 
be necessary. 
3. Extend the "Through Street" sys-
tein of traffic regulation as the 
business district expands and traf-
fie increases. 
4. Do not allow cars nearer than 12 
feet to the side line of cross-streets. 
In many cases this distance should 
be 25 feet. 
5. Continue and extend markings of 
cross-·walks for pedestrians and 
spaces for parking automobiles. 
6. Turn all curb corners in the busi-
ness district where it has not al-
ready been done and at other 
places where turning traffic is con-
siderable, with a radius of 12 to 
15 feet. 
7. Extend First Street to the west. 
·s. Extend Main Street to the east. 
9. Induce architects and owners to 
set back buildings at corners as 
some now do. 
10. Extend Bay Street to Monroe 
Street and extend Monroe Street 
to meet it. 
11. Pave the above streets with Lee 
Street north of First Street suit-
ably to form a detour to the north 
of First Street. 
12. Cars are pern1itted to park· too near 
street corners. The rear of cars 
parked diagonally should not be 
allowed to come within 25 feet of 
the street line nor should cars 
First Street, East Fort Myers. 
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Street obstructed by building operations. 
parked parallel to curb cmne with-
in 12 feet of the curb. 
13. Automobile parking signs should 
be made more substantial than 
those at present in use. 
14. All-night parking should be pro-
hibited within the public streets. 
15. The proposed river park and the 
drive should be designed to afford 
generous parking space for autos. 
16. Additional parking facilities should 
be provided in the main by widened 
streets including Riverside Drive, 
the extension of the area used for 
this purpose, and garages in the 
interior of blocks of which the one 
now building on Jackson Street 
is a good example. 
Traffic congestion has many causes; 
there is no single solution to this great 
problem. Each cause must be studied 
and remedied as best it may be with refer-
ence to its own needs. Improved regula-
tions will, however, only effect one phase 
of the problem. The big need in Fort 
Myers as in most cities is not only for 
improved traffic regulations but for better 
traffic streets. This need is taken up in 
the next chapter. 
ISO FOOT ~OULI:.VAR.D 
8'- FOOT RE.SIDE.NTIAL STRE.E.T 
100FT. BUSINE.55 STR.E.E.T 86FT. BUSINE.SS STRE.E.T 
76FT. BUSINESS . STR.E.E.T "0 FT. BU51NE.5S 5TR. f.E.T 
Plate I. 
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CROSS-SE.CTIONS 
OF 
TRAFFIC STREETS 
FORT MYERS 
FLORID .A 
HER.BER.T · S . SWAN 
C.IT'Y . PLANNE:P-
Thoroughfares 
General Thoroughfare Plan 
The street system of Fort Myers has 
been built up mainly through the subdivi-
sion of moderate sided properties to suit 
the ideas of individual owners with little 
or no effort to relate their streets to those 
in adjoining subdivisions and none what-
ever to the ci.ty as a whole. The n1e~ns 
to so relate the. subdivisions was lacking. 
The result of this Inethod of laying out 
streets is that no provision has been made 
for direct continuous t Horoughfares which 
are so necessary for present-day traffic. 
A plan of direct and continuous thor-
oughfares of adequate width, to which in-
dividual layouts must conform, is essen-
tial to the proper develop1nent of the city. 
Indeed, such a plan is absolutely neces-
sary to its orderly growth. But so n1any 
properties have already been subdivided 
and improved that the plan must be quite 
different fron1 what it would have been 
had a free field been available. 
The city in cmnmon with the· surround-
ing region has been surveyed by town-
ships and sections according to the land 
survey methods of the govern1nent. These 
division lines detennine in 1nost cases in-
dividual property lines. They also de-
tennine the direction and location of most 
of the streets and draining ditches. The 
section, half -section and quarter-section 
lines on which so Inany streets have been 
laid out with longer or shorter lengths 
and on which so 1nany properties abut 
Inake it comparatively easy to locate di-
rect continuous thoroughfares along these 
lines and exceedingly difficult to locate 
them elsewhere. Consequently the thor-
oughfare plan is largely rectangular, 
with streets on the lines of these sections 
and their principal divisions. Since the 
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thoroughfare :plan provides for the prin-
cipal traffic require1nents of the area, the 
intermediate streets bounded by these 
thoroughfares can be properly differenti-
ated from them. Less regard to continu-
ity or width need be exercised in laying 
out these minor streets and the cost of in1-
provement can be greatly lessened. 
Guided by the thoro~ghfare plan all 
streets should be in1proved according to 
their function. 
Fort Myers is the western gateway to 
tropical Florida. Fort ~iy~s · being a 
focal point of all kinds of traffic, this 
great natural asset should be made the 
Inost of in attracting people to the city. 
The railway communications of the city 
are now being improved by the addition 
of a new railway systen1 and the exten-
sion of the present railway system. These 
improvements will open up a large section 
of back country, now difficult of access, 
as tributary to Fort Myers. Steps are 
being taken to improve the Caloosahat-
chee River to bring vessels of larger 
draught to the city. The river is certain 
to be a favorite haunt for yachts1nen. 
Not the least in in1portance to Fort 
Myers as an efficient western gateway to 
the south is its arterial highways. While 
much effort has been exerted to improve 
the Ta1niami Trail and the West Palm 
Beach Boulevard, they still lag behind 
many other improven1ents of less import-
ance to the city. Every effort should be 
made to hasten the hard -surf acing of 
these highways. If they cannot soon be 
made thoroughly satisfactory routes to 
the multitude of visitors to Florida, the 
city will lose much business that should 
naturally fall to it. 
Roads existed during the Sen1inole 
Indian War fro1n Fort Myers to the 
several other 1nilitary posts. They w·ere 
doubtless in use when the United States 
Government surveys of this area were 
1nade and section lines established. Major 
James Evans, under the Ho1nestead Acts, 
secured the areas not already appropri-
ated and had the now central part of Fort 
M vers laid out in 1876. A roadway par-
al~eling the river became First Street, 
and Second Street was laid out parallel 
to it. Captain Francis A. Hendry was 
one of the pioneer settlers, whose name is 
perpetuated in Hendry Street. The 
cross-streets-Lee, Jackson, Hendry and 
~Ionroe-were laid out to fit the property 
lines and existing improvements. From 
this first plan the present street plan of 
the city has grown by successive "addi-
tions." 
The important highways radiating out 
from the city are as follows: 
( 1) First Street-known outside the 
city as Lee County Boulevard-runs 
northeasterly to Buckingham and 0 lga, 
and thence branches east to La Belle and 
West Paln1 Beach, and north to Arcadia, 
Wauchula and Lakeland. 
( 2) The Tamiami Trail leads north-
west from First Street via Bridge Street 
First Street looking- East. 
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and the Caloosahatchee River bridge to 
Punta Gorda, Sarasota and Tampa, also 
branching soon after the bridge is crossed 
on the west to Pine Island, and on the 
east, following the north side of the river 
to join the first-mentioned highway. 
( 3) McGregor Boulevard runs south-
west to Punta Rasa and Crescent Beach. 
( 4) Cleveland A venu,e continued out-
side the city limits as the Tamiami Trail, 
leads to Estero, Bonita Springs, Naples, 
lVIarco and Everglades, then crossing the 
peninsula to Mia1ni. 
( 5) Anderson A venue runs southeast 
to Im1nokalee and the Seminole Indian 
Reservation. • 
To travel a · number of miles from the 
city, one 1nust traverse one or another of 
the above-mentioned arteries. The traffic 
in and out of the city on these several 
highways was counted in October, 1925, 
and the hourly nun1 ber of vehicles pass-
ing was as follows: 
Vehicles per hou1· 
Location of Traffic Count 5:-6: P. lJf. 
First Street east of Bridge 
Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 499 
Anderson A venue east of 
Fowler Street . . . . . . . . . 318 
Tan1iami Trail south of 
Anderson Avenue . . . . . 224 
Cleveland Avenue. 
nlcGregor Boulevard south 
of Anderson Ave. . . . . . 515 
Caloosahatchee River Bridge 152 
EAST-WEST STREETS THROUGH THE 
BUSINESS DISTRICT 
Main Street 
It has been pointed out in considering 
traffic conditions that relief must be found 
fron1 the present congestion, due to the 
many turns which have to be n1ade in the 
business district, by making Main Street 
and First Street continuous thorough-
fares. To this end, Main Street should 
be continued easterly through eight 
blocks to a junction with Michigan Av-
enue. All buildings which would be cut 
are of fran1~ construction, and can read-
ily be moved. Owners already are pro-
posing to subdivide some of these blocks 
in an irregular manner. Now is the time 
to secure a street of high traffic service-
ability which will also give increased busi-
ness frontage and add greatly to the value 
of the adjoining blocks for business pur-
poses. The street should be n1ade 60 feet 
wide. 
McGregor Boulevard 
Main Street continues west across the 
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad as Mc-
Gregor Boulevard. It runs south of the 
Caloosahatchee River to Punta Rasa. 
This street is building up more rapidly 
perhaps than any other in the city, and 
Is a thoroughfare of the first importance. 
It should be Inade 76 feet wide from Heit-
man Street to Euclid Avenue, and 100 
feet wide west of that point to the city 
line. Building lines have already been 
established to aid in the accmnplishment 
of this important widening. 
Cleveland A venue 
Branching off to the south from Mc-
Gregor Boulevard, a short distance west 
of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad cross-
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ing is Cleveland A venue, known outside 
the city as Tamiami Trail. It runs south 
along the coast to Everglade ·where it 
turns east across the Florida Peninsula 
to Miami. Already a traffic thorough-
fare of the first importance, its present 
use is only a suggestion of what it will be 
when the highway becomes a hard-sur-
faced road. It should therefore have an 
adequate width. It is recommended that 
the street be made 86 feet wide from Mc-
Gregor Boulevard to Victoria Street, and 
100 feet wide to the south in harmony 
with building lines recently established. 
First Street 
Equally important with the extension 
of Main Street,-perhaps even more im-
portant-is the extension of First Street 
to the west across the fill now being placed 
east of the Edison property. At some 
future ti1ne, fill should be Inade out to a 
bulkhead line to be established, and the 
street continued to the west in1mediately 
outside the present shore line to and be-
yond the city limits. 
For the present, the northward exten-
sion of Larchmont A venue would connect 
this street with McGregor Boulevard east 
of Edison's property. It is proposed to 
Inake this street 100 feet wide west from 
the railroad. From Lee Street east and 
through East Fort Myers, building lines 
should be established at once 100 feet 
apart, so that the street can be Inade that 
width without the destruction of valuable 
buildings, which might otherwise be 
erected within these lines. Those now 
within the 100-feet limits, with the excep-
tion of one recently erected, are unsub-
stantial and will soon give place to more 
permanent ones. Building lines 100 feet 
apart have already been established for 
part of the proposed length. 
Second Street 
It is proposed to make Second Street 
76 feet wide, and continue it to the east 
over the railroad tracks to· meet a pro-
posed street east of and parallel to the 
railroad, by which it would outlet into 
Michigan Avenue, First Street and 
Bridge Street. It would be continued to 
the west into Heitman Street by cutting 
off a vacant corner. To prevent improve-
ment within the proposed street lines, 
building lines have already been estab-
lished on the present street. 
Anderson A venue 
This street should be widened to 7 6 
feet from Cleveland Avenue to Ford 
Street, and 100 feet easterly to the city 
line. Building lines have already been 
established to prevent new construction 
within the proposed street lines. 
Thompson Street 
Thompson Street should be widened 
to 86 feet and extended into Lime Street 
by cutting off a corner. Lime Street 
would then be extended through C. Street 
to the city li1nits. Its width should be 
86 feet. 
Michigan A venue 
It is proposed to widen Michigan Av-
enue to 86 feet and extend it to the city 
limits. It will then take much of the 
Main Street traffic, which ;now has to 
turn at Jackson Street. A nun1ber of 
connections are made with First Street, 
by which its traffic can readily get into 
and out of that street. 
Bay Street 
Bay Street should be extended; into 
Monroe Street to serve as a northerly 
detour for First Street traffic. 
NORTH-SOUTH STREETS THROUGH 
OR NEAR BUSINESS CENTER 
Evans Avenue 
Evans A venue should be widened to 86 
, 
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feet and extended partly through exist-
ing streets to the City Golf Course. It 
crosses the Atlantic Coast Line tracks at 
Anderson Avenue. The railroad paral-
lels Evans Avenue for a distance, and 
then crosses it in turning into Paln1 Av-
enue. Where the track is on one side of 
the street, no sidewalk is necessary. In 
that portion a width of 70 feet, in addi-
tion to the width occupied by the railroad, 
is adequate. 
Fowler Street 
This street on the east side of the busi-
ness district is one of great in1portance on 
account of its location. It crosses the 
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad at grade 
and is the first crossing east of Hendry 
Street. Any grade crossing between 
those stre~ts would not only greatly in-
terfere with railroad operation but vehi-
cular traffic would also be throttled. Un-
less present railroad operation is greatly 
changed it would be impracticable to es-
tablish a grade crossing between these two 
streets. 
The i1nportance of Fowler Street to 
carry traffic frmn the business center to 
the south across the railroad track is ap-
parent. The street extends northerly to 
the shore line, beyond which the city owns 
a pleasure pier of which little use is Inade. 
This end of Fowler Street affords one of 
the fe·w sites available for the location of 
a pennanent bridge across the Caloosa-
hatchee River. Elsewhere the location of 
a pern1anent bridge will be discussed 1nore 
in detail. 
The i1nportance of this street as well as 
its proposed use as the approach to a new 
bridge requires that it be made 100 feet 
wide from the shore to the City Golf 
Course. 
Lee Street and Central Avenue 
Lee Street has been until recently the 
eastern limit of the business district. 
View along Manuel's Creek to Caloosahatchee River. 
Business buildings are now being con-
structed on it and are passing it to the 
east. None of the other important cross 
streets can be widened through the busi-
ness center without excessive damage, 
while Lee Street can be so widened at the 
present time. It is therefore very iin-
portant to widen this street. It will then 
form part of a ring of fairly wide streets 
around the congested section of the city. 
Lee Street should be widened on its east 
side to 76 feet fron1 the shore line to 
Anderson A venue. Central A venue, 
starting fro1n the south sid8 of the At-
lantic Coast Line Railroad is laid out to 
the City Golf Course and should be ex-
. tended along its west side beyond the city 
limits. The street would become one of 
the 1nost important streets of the city if 
connected with Lee Street across the rail-
road yards. The growth and traffic de-
Inands of the territory to the south of the 
railroad will be such that this connection 
will have to be 1nade eventually,-by a 
viaduct, perhaps, if the freight yard re-
mains in its present locality. In another 
part of this report the advisability of re-
moving the freight yard to more com-
modious quarters to the south is discussed. 
Hendry Street 
Hendry Street cuts through the center 
of the business district. It is the most 
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important and most traveled cross-street 
in the business district. It crosses the At-
lantic Coast Railroad to the west of the 
railroad station and 1nakes an easy turn 
at Union Street into South Jackson 
Street. North of Second Street, i1n-
proven1ents have been made to such an 
extent that it is in1.practicable to widen 
this portion of the street, but south of 
Second Street, widening to 76 feet is 
practicable and should be made. Connec-
tion should also be 1nade through Union 
Street, into Estero Avenue by easy turns, 
in the san1e 1nanner as it now turns into 
South Jackson Street. 
Broadway-Estero Avenue 
Broadway between First and Main 
Streets is 60 feet wide, with a roadway of 
40 feet. Improvements recently 1nade 
make any change in the width in1practic-
able. The continuation of this street to 
the south for two blocks, formerly known 
a.s Garrett Street, has a 40-foot roadway 
with very narrow sidewalks. It fails to 
register to the north with Broadway, by 
15 feet. These two blocks should be 
widened to 76 feet. In doing so the offset 
at l\·Iain Street should be taken out. The 
street should then be continued across the 
railroad into Estero A venue, as proposed 
by the city authorities. The street should 
be made 76 feet wide fro1n l\1ain Street 
to Hanson Street, and 100 feet wide frmn 
Hanson Street to the city line, in con-
forn1ity with the building line ordinance 
for this street. 
Estero Avenue should also be con-
tinued beyond the city to join the Tami-
ami Trail so as to serve as a parallel thor-
oughfare to that highway. 
Monroe Street 
This street is 50 feet wide in three 
blocks and smnething over 60 feet wide 
in another block. North of Anderson 
A venue the freight spur of the Atlantic 
Coast Line Railroad occupies the westerly 
side of the street. The railroad does con-
siderable switching along this street. 
lVIonroe Street is a considerable distri-
butor of traffic entering or leaving the 
city and is an important link in the street 
plan. It should be Inade 70 feet wide 
clear of the railroad north of Anderson 
A venue and furnished with one sidewalk 
only on the east side. The street should 
be extended north to join the proposed 
Riverside Drive. The portion of the 
street south of Anderson A venue should 
be made 76 feet wide with two sidewalks. 
Riverside Drive 
A street along the waterfront outside 
Citrus fruit packing houses. 
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of private develop-ments is a -characteris-
tic feature of most resort cities and one 
which 1nust not be lost sight of in plan-
ning Fort Myers. It is particularly nec-
essary in this city to take care of pleasure 
traffic parallel to the shore, which the 
general plan of the city fails to provide 
for. A "Riverside Drive" is therefore pro-
posed, 100 feet wide along the shore just 
outside the present bulkhead, merging 
with First Street at Larchmont Avenue. 
The street would be constructed on fill, 
which would be Inade out to bulkhead 
lines yet to be established. In this way 
the present private occupancy would not 
be disturbed. Occupants would not be 
encroached upon and frontage on this 
street would be given then1. 
Diagonal Streets 
The weakness of the rectangular plan 
which in the main 1nust be the basis of the 
Fort Myers thoroughfare system is due 
to the fact that to go from one point to 
another one must traverse the two legs 
of a triangle covering a considerably 
greater distance than if a direct course 
was followed. It is desirable to strength-
en this weak feature of the plan by 
supplying diagonals where prospective 
traffic demand makes them necessary and 
where it is feasible to lay them out. It 
is therefore proposed to lay out Central 
Boulevard, a great traffic artery and 
parkway, 150 feet wide back of most of 
the present improved property from the 
east side of the city over to the west shore. 
This will not only connect the Inany east-
west and north-south thoroughfares with 
each other so that traffic can get from one 
to the other directly, but it will afford a 
route for through traffic from the east 
to the south and west without passing 
through the congested district. It will 
also with Ford Street extension provide 
a route to the south and west around the 
central business section for traffic from 
the north over the Caloosahatchee River 
bridge. As the city grows, · this diagonal 
will be a favorite street on which to locate 
large hotels and apartments and, because 
of it, large increases above the normal in 
realty values should be expected along its 
course. Another diagonal of importance 
proposed is that extending Bridge Street 
at a width of 100 feet to join Palmetto 
Avenue at Michigan Avenue. Still an-
other important diagonal, part of a direct 
traffic route as well as a distributor of 
traffic, is found in the proposed railroad 
avenue, a thoroughfare east of and paral-
lel to the Atlantic Coast Line railroad 
from Bridge Street to Evans Avenue. 
This Avenue should be made 86 feet wide. 
Both Billy's Creek and Manuel's 
Creek have been developed as parkways 
with traffic roads on each side filling, in 
a measure, the purpose of diagonal 
streets. 
The principal streets in the city with 
their widths according to the proposed 
plan are as follows: 
Diagonal Streets 
Riverside Drive 
First Street 
~!fain Street 
lVIcGregor Boulevard 
Second Street 
Thompson Street 
Larchn1ont A venue 
Cortez Boulevard 
Marlin Road 
Altamont Avenue 
Railroad Avenue 
Bridge Street 
Central Boulevard 
Streets along Billy's Creek 
Parkway 
100 feet 
60-100 feet 
50- 60 feet 
76-100 feet 
76 feet 
86 feet 
76 feet 
86 feet 
86 feet 
86 feet 
86 feet 
100 feet 
150 feet 
76 feet 
Streets along Manuel's Creek 
East-West Streets 
Midway Drive 86 feet 
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Glenwood .LL\..venue 86 feet 
\Voodside Avenue 86 feet 
Bell Street 86 feet 
~1arion Street 86 feet 
Ballard Road 86 feet 
lVIichigan .A. venue 86 feet 
Lime Street 86 feet 
Anderson A venue 76-100 feet 
Union Street 86-100 feet 
Victoria Street 86-100 feet 
Edison A venue 100 feet 
South Street 86-100 feet 
Canal Street 100 feet 
Hanson Street 86 feet 
Kelly Street 86 feet 
Hunter Street 86 feet 
Charles Street 150 feet 
Ridgemont Terrace 86 feet 
Colonial Boulevard 100 feet 
Abbot Street 86 feet 
Boulevard on outer city line 150 feet 
North-South Streets 
Boulevard on eastern city line 
Van Buren Street 
150 feet 
86 feet 
150-100 feet 
86 feet 
86 feet 
76-100 feet 
76- 86 feet 
50- 76 feet 
Ford Street 
Hardee-Brown Street 
Evans Avenue 
Fowler Street 
Lee Street-Central Avenue 
Hendry Street 
Broadway-Estero Avenue 
60- 76-100 
One of the more recent apartments. 
feet 
Caloosahatchee Biver highway bridge. 
lVIonroe Street 
Heitman Street 
Cleveland A venue 
Cortez Boulevard 
Colu1nbia Street 
70- 76 feet 
76 feet 
86-100 feet 
100 feet 
100 feet 
In addition to the thoroughfares and 
boulevards for which definite widths have 
been proposed, shown by heavy lines on 
the co1nprehensive plan, others which will 
be but little less in importance when the 
city grows out to the1n are indicated. 
Steps should be taken in season to real-
ize the full value of these secondary traffic 
streets by laying the1n out at a suitable 
width, 60 to 86 feet, and by providing 
for their continuity. 
Bridges Across the Caloosahatchee River 
The present bridge across the Caloosa-
hatchee River was completed March 12, 
1924. A toll bridge was started by a 
private company but the United States 
Govern1nent would not recognize the 
Tamiaini Trail as a Federal aid proposi-
tion unless the bridge were made free; 
consequently the county bought out the 
private cmnpany and completed the con-
struction of the bridge at a cost of about 
$100,000.00. It is a timber bridge of 
creosoted pile bents with a plank floor 
about 16 feet wide. 
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The bridge is considered a temporary 
one, although it is capable of service for 
a considerable number of years. Its 
width li1nits the amount of traffic it can 
carry. Vehicles pass each other slowly 
with very little clearance. It has been 
proposed to construct a permanent bridge 
across the river at Fowler Street, but the 
county co1nmissions have never gone 
ahead with the project. Various news 
iten1s in March, 1926, were to the effect 
that surveys were to be made for the loca-
tion of a new bridge. Carson Street has 
also been suggested as a site for a bridge 
across the river. 
Traffic counts made in October, 1925, 
showed that 152 vehicles traversed the 
bridge per hour, while 499 traversed First 
Street to the east and 603 First Street 
to the west of the bridge. Of the 152 
vehicles crossing the bridge, 23 were to or 
from points east, and 128 to and from 
points west, that is, 16 per cent. of the 
bridge traffic originated east of the bridge 
and 84 per cent. to the west. This is, of 
course, to be expected, as the bulk of the 
traffic is to and from the business center 
of Fort Niyers. Several other bridges 
cross the river at Olga and points to the 
east, while there are none to the west. To 
suit the traffic, a new bridge should there-
fore be built west rather than to the east 
of the present location. 
The question arises as to why the bridge 
was located in its present position, 11/2 
n1iles fron1 the business center of the city, 
when five-sixths of its present traffic is 
to and from the center. The answer is 
to be found in the fact that it was begun 
by a private corporation, which adopted 
the line of least resistance and least cost. 
The bridge is too narrow for the large 
ainount of traffic that it will have to bear 
when the Tamiami Trail is completed. 
A wider structure or an additional bridge 
will then be necessary. 
The present bridge location has the ad-
vantage that traffic crossing the bridge to 
and frmn points to the east, now compara-
tively s1nall, is favored by a more direct 
route and the station of the Seaboard All-
Florida Railway is reached more directly 
than by any of the other bridge locations. 
The approach is under the disadvantage, 
however, that it enters First Street at a 
bad railroad crossing. 
The bridge is far enough away from 
the present business center to enable it 
when linked up with Central Boulevard 
to pass through-traffic on the Tamiami 
Trail between Tampa, J\1iami, and inter-
Inediate points not only around the pres-
ent business center of Fort Myers, but 
the greater and busier con1merical center 
of the future without adding to its con-
gestion. 
The present bridge location also makes 
it practicable to lay out streets directly 
to connect the bridge with thoroughfares 
in all directions, as shown on the plan, 
due to the partial and inferior develop-
n1ent in the neighborhood. From the 
above facts as well as that the bridge is a 
going concern, that its souther.n approach 
is being rapidly built up and the northern 
approach developed and that the present 
bridge can be maintained at reasonable 
cost for a good n1any years, it is consid-
ered a pern1anent part of the street plan. 
The Fowler Street Bridge Site 
The site has substantial advantages as 
the location for a permanent bridge. It 
is as near the present business center as 
practicable, and traffic over it would 
follow the shortest and n1ost direct lines 
into and out of the business center of 
Fort Myers. At the present time the 
street can be readily widened to make it 
an adequate approach to the bridge and 
the thoroughfare plan provides satis-
factory routes from it in all directions. 
A railroad crossing would be met in go-
ing south but this is encountered by all 
traffic leaving the business center of Fort 
Myers. The bridge would be above the 
present and proposed co1nmerical de-
velopment of the waterfront, so that no 
injury to navigation interests would 
follow its building. A road frmn the op-
posite bank of the river leads directly into 
the Tamia1ni Trail. If the bridge were 
located here the through-traffic to the 
south on the Tamiami Trail would pass 
through the business center of the city or 
a little less directly around it by Fowler 
Street and the proposed Central Boule-
vard. 
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This bridge location is so close to the 
present business center that its traffic 
would add to its congestion. With the 
larger business center of the future, the 
bridge would pour its traffic into the heart 
of the city and tend to bring about con-
gestion in all directions. On the other 
hand, a bridge at this site would result in 
the development of the shore opposite the 
present business center. The central 
bridge would then be a very necessary 
link between the two sides. 
Carson Street Bridge Site 
Another site has been proposed for the 
bridge at Carson Street. This would be 
the natural location along the Tamiami 
Trail, as it would bring the through traf-
fie directly across the river into Cleveland 
Avenue-the portion of the Tamia~ni 
Trail in the city-without congesting the 
narrow streets in the business section. 
The through-traffic at the same time 
would avoid all railroad grade crossings. 
Railroad grade crossings would be en-
countered, however, by the traffic to and 
from the business section. The bridge 
traffic would enter McGregor Boulevard 
at the intersection of a number of streets 
where the present traffic is more or less 
confused. The· throwjng of the bridge 
traffic into this already somewhat con-
gested intersection is not to be looked 
upon with favor. 
A bridge at this location would be det-
rimental to navigation interests since to 
reach the Com1nercial waterfront above 
Carson Street, boats would have to pass 
a dra-wbridge. The commerical water-
front would be cut into two portions by 
the bridge. The approach on the oppo-
site shore would be somewhat less favor-
able than by the Fowler Street route. 
The length of a bridge frmn shore to 
shore would be nearly the same by each of 
these routes, and so far as one can tell 
without soundings, the cost of the bridge 
construction would be nearly the sa1ne by 
each route. 
Land Subdivisions 
The charter of the City of Fort Myers 
gives the city authority to appoint a city 
planning board to make recommendations 
to the Commission for the · civic improve-
nlent of the city. This planning board of 
five members have considered and ap-
proved many plans during the short 
period in which it has functioned. It is 
the testimony of those conversant with 
the planning board's work that the char-
acter of the plans put on record have 
greatly improved as the result of its ad-
vice and criticism. 
The planning board has the advice and 
assistance of the City Engineer. The 
board labors under great handicaps, how-
ever, in the consideration of individual 
layouts for, in the way they are presented, 
no one can understand the relationship of 
the particular subdivision to the city at 
large, or even to surrounding subdivi-
sions. The maps as presented are some-
times rough pencil sketches on different 
scales. They show only the particular 
property without indicatil)g the surround-
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Diminutive stores beinlf built on an alley off Hendry 
Street. 
1ngs. The board passes on the rough 
map, suggests changes, if thought neces-
sary, and when approved, it is so stmnped. 
Sometimes, at least, it goes back into the 
maker's hands for preparation of a record 
map withQut a copy being left at the City 
Hall. This method is open to misunder-
standing and abuse on the part of those 
submitting the maps. 
A copy of the plat, as submitted, with 
the changes proposed, should be matters 
of record and on file at the City Hall. 
The maps submitted should be in dupli-
cate on a uniform scale and show the 
relation of the adjacent streets and pro-
perty to the subdivision proposed. Sub-
division rules, including these essential 
require1nents and n1any others necessary 
in the making of good subdivision plans 
have been prepared and presented for 
adoption. 
So n1any subdivision 1naps have been 
approved within the last year that the 
city plan in the main is fixed by them. 
The Comprehensive Plan of Develop-
nlent submitted in this report, however, 
shows the main traffic routes which should 
be provided, as well as necessary addi-
tions, widenings, and changes in the prin-
cipal streets. 'iVith the adoption of this 
plan to be followed 'in the future subdivi-
sion of property and the adoption of the 
Filling from river in progress preparatory to develop· 
ment. 
rules governing land subdivisions, .both 
the planning board and the surveyor who 
prepares a subdivision plan will be guided 
in making that subdivison a consistent 
and harmonious part of the city plan. 
The subdivision should be sketched in 
on a copy of the Comprehensive Plan of 
Development, so that the planning board 
can see at a glance the relationship of the 
subdivision to the general city plan when 
the subdivision comes up for approval. 
Transit 
At the present time the only local tran-
sit service provided in the city streets is 
the bus service to Russell Park. This 
bus line was organized to aid in the de-
velopment of a subdivision of that name 
a short distance east of the city line. The 
bus starts on the south side of First 
Street, west of Broadway, and runs along 
First Street to Russell Park. Its sche-
dule is as follows: Leaves Fort l\iyers 
6 :00 A. M. and 6 :30 A. M., then every 
hour on the half-hour until 10:30 P. M. 
This bus line has proved of great service 
to the community and others should be 
put in operation, as the city grows. One 
to the west serving McGregor Boulevard 
and Cleveland Avenue would immediate-
ly prove useful, and with rapid building, 
cannot much longer be delayed. 
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Interurban bus lines are i1nportant fea-
tures of transportation in Florida. The 
state is covered by a network of such lines. 
Some have been in existence for a number 
of years, have excellent equipment, and 
give fine service. The character of the 
roads is, however, a handicap to their 
satisfactory operation. Portions of the 
arterial roads over which these busses 
travel are in very bad condition. It should 
be said, however, that a large amount of 
.work is now being done on these arteries, 
which it is unfortunate are not already in 
better shape. Every effort should be 
made to make first-class roads of the ar-
terial thoroughfares leading out of the 
city, particularly the Tamiami Trail and 
Palm Beach Boulevard. 
The present interurban bus lines are as 
follows: 
South Florida Bus S ervice connects 
Punta Gorda, Arcadia and Lakeland. 
It leaves the Union Bus Station, Main 
Street east of Hendry Street, at 8:00 A. 
M., 10:00 A. M., and 1:00 P. M. An-
other line leaves at the same hours and 
station for Punta Gorda and Sarasota, 
connecting at the latter place for Tampa 
and St. Petersburg. 
The Gulf Atlantic Transportation 
Company runs a bus and boat line, called 
the Everglades Short Route, from the 
Collier Building, Jackson and First 
Streets, Fort Myers, via Olga, Alva, La 
Belle, Citrus Center, Moorehaven, Clew-
iston and Canal Point to West Palm 
Beach every morning at 8 :30 A. M., 
arriving at West Paln1 Beach at 6:30 P. 
M. The bus connects there with busses 
for Miami. 
The Tamiami Trail Tours_, Inc._, runs a 
bus from its station at the Collier Build-
ing, Jackson and First Streets, every 
morning except Sunday, at 8 :30 A. lVL 
:Native cabbage palms. 
for Estero, Bonita Springs, Naples, 
Marco, Coxatnbus and Everglade. 
The Fort Myers Sanibel Captiva 
Transportation Company runs busses to 
Sanibel, Captiva and intermediate points. 
Busses leave the station on the west side 
of Lee Street, south of First Street, at 
8:45 A. M., II :45 A. M., and 4:45 P. M. 
Del Verde Transit Line runs from 
Fort Myers to Sebring. The bus goes 
north at 7:30A.M. and 1:00 P.M. Its 
stand is at the First National Bank 
Building on the east side of Hendry 
Street, south of First Street. 
The busses now start from four distinct 
points. The Union Bus Station is now 
only so in name. It would be desirable if 
a commodious and up-to-date bus statiori 
were established, from which all lines de-
parted and to which they should ·come, 
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A cocoanut tree arching the sidewalk on Fowler Street. 
preferably in close connection with the 
railroad station. 
The arterial routes proposed on the 
thoroughfare plan will serve for the ex-
pansion of a local bus system as fast as 
the growth demands. 
Recommendations 
To summarize, the various recommen-
dations regarding thoroughfares are as 
follows: 
I. Adopt the comprehensive plan and 
make it the official plan of the city, 
to which all subdivisions must con-
form, at as early a date as practi-
cable. 
2. Establish building lines immediate-
ly on all of the thoroughfares 
shown on the Comprehensive Plan, 
which are now laid out to a lesser 
The Banyan Tree. 
width, where they are not already 
established. It is particularly im-
portant that the following named 
streets, which enter or pass near 
the business district, should have 
building lines established at once: 
First Street (east of the building 
lines already established, to 
make them 100 feet apart on 
First Street throughout East 
Fort Myers). 
Evans Avenue 
Lee Street 
Hendry Street 
Monroe Street 
Thompson Street and Lin1e Street 
Michigan A venue 
Edison A venue and Larchmont 
Avenue 
Union Street 
Victoria Street, Market Street, 
Altamont Avenue and Thomas 
Avenue. 
The establishment of building lines 
as a preliminary to street widen-
ing was recommended at an 
early stage of the survey and 
were promptly established on 
the following streets: 
Cleveland A venue 
McGregor Boulevard 
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Second Street 
Anderson A venue 
First Street 
Fowler Street 
Garrett Street 
Estero Avenue 
3. The following street openings 
should be carried out as rapidly 
as practicable : 
Extend First Street west ·across 
the railroad to join McGregor 
Boulevard. 
Extend Niain Street easterly to 
join l\1ichigan Avenue. 
Widen and extend Ford Street 
to Bridge Street. 
Open Central Boulevard. 
Open Raih·oad Avenue from 
Evans Avenue to First Street. 
Extend Bay Street and lVIonroe 
Street to meet each other. 
4. Start the building of Riverside 
Drive along the waterfront in con-
junction with Caloosahatchee 
Park as soon as possible, and de-
velop as rapidly as circumstances 
permit, beginning at Tournament 
Street and proceeding west. 
5. Streets on which building lines 
have been established should be 
opened and improved to the width 
".l'he Screw Pine. 
Park in vicinity of City Hall. 
specified as soon as the growth of 
traffic requires, or the public in-
terest demands a wider roadway 
or street. 
6. The present bridge over the Caloo-
sahatchee River should be retained 
and in time either widened or re-
placed by a wider bridge. 
7. A wider bridge over the Caloosa-
hatchee of the best concrete con-
struction should be built, prefer-
ably on the Fowler Street site. 
8. The subdivision rules should be ap-
proved by the city commission and 
1nade the basis of all plans sub-
Initted. 
9. Tentative plans on a uniform scale 
showing the surroundings as well 
as the property to be subdivided 
should be subn1itted to the plan-
ning board before it gives its con-
sideration to the plat. 
10. Tentative plans should comply 
with the requirements of the Con1-
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Filling Station, Lee and Anderson streets. 
prehensive Plan and those that 
fail to do so in a satisfactory n1an-
ner should be rejected. 
11. A bus line sin1ilar to the one run-
n!ng to Russell Park should be put 
in operation on McGregor Boule-
vard and Cleveland A venue. 
12. Interurban bus lines should have a 
well-arranged union treminal with-
in reasonable distance of the At-
lantic Coast Line passenger sta-
tion. 
The carrying out of these improve-
ments will provide Fort Myers with a 
systematic thoroughfare plan. They will 
co-ordinate the whole city into one or-
ganic comn1unity. They will bring the 
far-flung, isolated and unrelated suddivi-
sions scattered in all directions through-
out the city for the first time really into 
the city. If Fort Myers is to continue 
growin,g, she cannot possibly afford to 
ignore her 1najor thoroughfares. 
Street Planting and Maintenance . 
1. STREET PLANTING AND VEGETATION 
One of the greatest assets of Fort 
Myers is the luxuriant and tropical char-
acter of its vegetation shown alike in its 
streets and gardens. The vegetation of 
South Florida differs in this respect 
greatly from that of the northern part of 
the state. 
In the northern portion of the state the 
majority of trees and plants are those 
cmnmon to higher latitudes. In South 
Florida, however, only a cmnparatively 
few trees and shrubs are fro1n the north. 
In their place one finds a wealth of tropi-
cal vegetation. As one proceeds south 
from the northern part of the state, the 
change in the character of the trees and 
plants is most noticeable. This is parti-
cularly so on approaching Fort Myers. 
While near the northern limit of what 
may be called tropical Florida, Fort 
~{yers is so near the Gulf and on the 
south side of such a broad river that tropi-
cal trees which cannot be grow11 at places 
in the interior or further north grow here 
most luxuriantly. The cocoanut palm is 
a case in point. Only a little way north, 
even on the Gulf Coast, these trees are 
stunted and do not grow to full size, while 
the fruit is meager and sn1all. At Fort 
~{yers, on the other hand, these palms 
thrive and produce abundant, full sized 
fruit. 
Evergreens 
As one comes down frmn the north the 
increased proportion of evergreen trees 
is very noticeable. They forn1 a greater 
and greater percentage of the whole. 
1\'Iany trees which shed their leaves in the 
north becon1e evergreen and continue in 
leaf through the year in Fort Myers. 
[ u3 J 
.... 'iln1ost all trees and shrubs-about 98 
per cent.-are evergreen here. 
Trees are comparatively dormant dur-
Ing the winter season. Most of them re-
tain their leaves however. They shed 
their leaves gradually, as the new ones ap-
pear in the spring. Smne trees, however, 
shed their leaves in the fall. The Royal 
Poinciana and the mulberry, for exa1nple, 
are a1nong the few which are bare during 
the winter season. These trees are so few 
in nu1nber, however, that winter is appar-
ent in the vegetation only to the close ob-
server. The change on the advent of 
spring to be seen in the increase of flowers 
and the singing of birds is small compared 
with that only a few degrees north. The 
shedding of the old leaves in the early 
spring when the new leaves are starting 
is so pronounced that leaves are gathered 
In the gardens in the early spring in the 
san1e way as ·they are in the north during 
the fall. The beginning of the rainy 
season witnesses the starting of the tropi-
cal palms and Inost of the purely tropical 
vegetation. 
The native trees and shrubs, some of 
which are of rare beauty, are supple-
mented by others from all parts of the 
tropical world. This exotic vegetation is 
already abundant and pleasing to the 
visitor, yet the introduction of foreign 
trees and shrubs is so recent that many 
more varieties will probably be introduced 
in the future. 
The Royal Palm 
The Royal Palm which gives many of 
Fort ~{yers' streets their distinction was 
introduced into the city by Edison in 
1886. Florida has a right to be proud 
Ample planting strip for trees necessary for appearance 
of street. 
in counting the Royal Palm one of its 
native trees. It is found in considerable 
numbers growing on the ha~nmocks in the 
Everglades. This palm is abundant ·in 
the West Indies, while Fort Myers is 
about the northerly limit of its habitat. 
Other native palms of great beauty have 
also been brought out of their hiding 
places in the Everglades. The Royal 
Palm is undoubtedly the finest pahn for 
street planting. Much of the character 
possessed by the principal streets of Fort 
Myers is due to the early grasp of the pos-
sibilities of the Royal Palm as a street 
tree. To the harmonious street planting 
of this tree, the dignity and beauty of 
First Street is due. Other streets vie with 
First Street in attractiveness. McGreg-
or Boulevard is in the way of becoming 
a drive of unsurpassed tropical charm and 
beauty. The street is fringed with Royal 
Palms and with fine residences and 
grounds where tropical vegetation 
abounds. These give place at the outer 
limits of the city to splendid orange 
groves. Many of the residences are sur-
rounded with grounds that are in thein-
selves rare botanical gardens, rich in trop-
ical color and fragrant with the perfume 
of many flowers. 
While the Royal Palm is the stateliest 
of street trees and the most suitable for 
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some of the principal avenues of the city, 
many other trees are also deserving of a 
share in the decoration and shading of the 
city's streets. One street, or at least one 
block, should be given over to a single 
variety of tree. It is a serious mistake 
to plant different species or varieties in 
the Saine block, particularly with one side 
of the street planted with deciduous trees 
and the other side of the street with ever-
green trees. 
Planting Strips 
Trees are a great asset to the residential 
streets of every city, but they are of pecul-
iar and especial interest to cities in sub-
tropical climates, not only for their shade 
but for the rest they afford the eyes from 
the glare of the sun. 
Trees like animals, are living things 
that require care. The strip of soil in 
which they are planted should be ade-
quate to their needs and open to air and 
Inoisture. A planting strip less than 
eight feet wide is undesirable and twelve 
feet is better, with trees six feet from the 
curb. When we see how planting strips 
are encroached upon by cement sidewalks 
on one side and curbs on the other, while 
roots are often cut off in placing the curb, 
Royal Poinciana trees on one side of street, Australian 
Pines on other. 
it is a wonder that the street trees do so 
well. So many of the trees of Fort 
Myers-the Royal Palm, for example-
are so near the northerly lin1it of their 
habitat that they are particularly suscep-
tible to their surroundings and should be 
given the greatest care not only by afford-
ing the1n sufficient soil area but by pro-
viding soil of sufficient depth and of the 
right kind. In this way tendencies to dis-
ease may often be checked through in-
creased resisting power. The street width 
in residence districts should be sufficient 
to provide ample planting strips on each 
side of the street while on some of the 
boulevards there should be roon1 in these 
strips for double lines of trees. The 
beauty of streets with double lines of trees 
in park strips on each side of the roadway 
Inay be seen in some of the streets of St. 
Petersburg. Often a fine effect is ob-
tained with wide parking strips by plant-
ing next to the sidewalk a row of palms 
and, nearer to the curb, suitable dwarf 
pab11s or hibiscus. 
The use of paln1s on streets is mainly 
for their decorative value. They give a 
tropical effect to the street in harmony 
with adjacent gardens. As shade trees, 
they have little value. The live oak is 
probably one of the best shade trees avail-
An attractive walk, Washington, D. c. 
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Cocos Plumosa and Washingtonians as street palms, 
St. Petersburg. 
able. A splendid exa1nple of the live oak 
is to be found in front of the County 
Court House, where its shade during the 
heat of the day is enjoyed by many 
people. 1\'Iore of these, or other varieties 
of oaks . suitable for shade, should be 
planted. Little Spanish moss is to be 
seen on the trees in Fort Myers, except 
on the oaks which the 1noss seems to pre-
fer. It is said that the live oak is the 
only tree harboring this decorative growth, 
which is not eventually killed by it. 
Trees should generally be spaced 30 
feet to 40 feet apart longitudinally, de-
pending to some extent upon the habit of 
the tree. They are often planted too close 
together, one tree interfering with the 
growth of other trees. Shapely trees 
cannot be developed under such condi-
tions. Rows of trees should be not less 
than 25 feet apart. All tropical trees, 
particularly palms, cause more or less 
litter in the streets and suitable means 
should be employed to re1nove it promptly. 
Suitable Street Trees and Shrubs 
Among the trees suitable for street 
planting in Fort Myers may be mentioned 
the fallowing palms, all of which are 
grown locally in considerable numbers: 
Oreodoxa Regia 
W ashingtonia Robusta 
Cocos Plumosa 
Saba! Paln1etto 
Caryota U rens 
Seaforthia Elegans 
Cocos Nucifera 
Phoenix Canariensis 
Royal Pahn 
California Fan Paln1 
Plumy Cocoanut 
Cabbage Palmetto 
Fishtail or Toddy Paln1 
Australian Feather Paln1 
Commercial Cocoanut 
Canary Island Date 
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Native of Cuba, also of hanl-
Inocks in the Everglades. 
Native of California and Ari-
zona. A co1nmon street pahn 
of California. 
Native of Central Brazil; 
widely used for street plant-
ing in California, as well as 
Florida. 
Native of southeastern United 
States; common on hanl-
mocks and along rivers Ill 
this vicinity. 
Native of India, l\1:alaya. 
Native of Australia, not so 
large as the Royal Paln1 
which it resembles. 
Native of Cocos or Keeling 
Islands of the Indian Ocean; 
widely distributed through-
out the tropical world; too 
informal and takes up too 
n1uch room for street tree on 
account of its leaning habit; 
adapted for waterfront walks 
and informal treatment in 
general. The cocoanut is an 
excellent guide in distin-
guishing tropical from sub-
tropical regions. A war1n 
and humid atmosphere is in-
dispensable for its growth. 
Native of Canary Islands. Its 
large dense crown and mas-
sive build require consider-
able room. It should be 
planted only on wide plant-
ing strips. More of these are 
planted at the present time 
than of any other species; in 
Los Angeles and vicinity 
they may be counted by tens 
of thousands. Used exten-
Phoenix Dactylifera Co1n1nercial Date Palm 
sively in Riveria gardens. 
Rapid in growth. N ablest 
of all the Phoenixes. 
Grows and fruits in Southern 
Florida. Seldom planted. 
Half or n1ore of the dates of 
commerce are produced on 
the borders of the Gulf of 
Persia. 
Phoenix Sylvestris 'Vild Date or Sugar Pahn Native of India. 
Dwarf pahns grown in Fort Myers, suitable for planting on wide parking 
strips are as follows: 
Cocos Australis Pinda Palm or Blue Native of Paraguay. 
Cocoanut 
Phoenix Roe belenii Pigmy Date Native of India. 
Phoenix Reclinata Leaning Paln1 Native of South Africa. 
Livistona Chinensis Chinese Fan Paln1 Native of China. 
Phoenix Rupicola Native of India. 
Cycas Revoluta Sago Paln1 Native of Japan. 
Other pahns of which nun1bers are fou~d in this city, which are suitable for planting 
in parks and parkways are the following: 
Thrinax W endlandiana T4atch Palm A Florida and West Indian 
Hyophorbe Verschaffeltii Pignut Palm 
Chrysalidocarpus 
Lutescens 
Paurotis W rightii 
Arenga Saccharifera 
Acrocomia Totati 
Areca Lutescens, Golden 
Feather Palm 
Everglade Palm 
Sugar Palm 
Palm of rare beauty; found 
in the Everglades. 
Native of lVIauritius, Indian 
Ocean. 
Native of Madagascar. Grows 
well and is much planted in 
Fort Myers. 
Discovered in the Everglades. 
Native of Java. 
Native of South America. 
Too thorny for street use. 
An1ong shade trees suitable for street planting to be found in Fort lVIyers, the 
following, among many, may be listed: 
Quercus Virginiana Live Oak Native of Florida. 
Quercus Laurifolia Laurel Oak Native of Florida. 
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Quercus Nigra Water Oak 
Bauhinia Purpurea Mountain Ebony 
Casuarinia E ·quisetifolia Australian Pine 
Cinnamomun1 Can1 phora Can1phor Tree 
Ficus Altissiina High Rubber 
} ..... icus Benj aminii Weeping Laurel 
Ficus Elastica India Rubber Tree 
Grevillea Robusta Australian Silk Oak 
Pithecolobium Dulce 
Magnolia Grandiflora 
Tamarindicus Indica 
Delonix Regia 
Eucalyptus Robusta 
~1onkey Pod Tree 
Magnolia 
Tamarind 
Royal Poinciana 
Swamp Mahogany 
Native of Florida. 
Native of India. Notable for 
its blosson1s in the early 
spnng. 
Native of Australia. "\Videly 
distributed throughout the 
tropics. Will thrive almost 
anywhere and can be trin1med 
into all shapes. 
Native of China and Japan. 
Native of India. 
Native of Australia. 
N ati' e of India. 
Native of Australia; has a 
rusty appearance in winter; 
used to a considerable extent 
· as a street tree in soine parts 
of Florida. 
N ~tive of ~1exico and Philip-
pines. 
Native of Florida. 
Native of tropical Asia and 
Africa. 
Native of Madagascar. Sheds 
its leaves in winter. Bright 
scar let flowers. 
Native of Australia. 
Trees and plants other than palms, suitable for parks and parkways, which 
have been planted with success in Fort Myers include the following: 
Pandanus Utilis 
Ra venala ~1adagascar­
Iensis 
Araucaria Excelsa 
Screw Pine 
Travelers Tree 
Norfolk Island Pine 
Native of tropics; Inost plenti-
ful in Malay Archipelago. 
Of the pineapple family. 
Native of Madagascar. 
Native of Norfolk Island, 
Pacific Ocean. A beautiful 
evergreen ornamental tree. 
Other plants, shrubs and vines which are distinguishing features of Fort Myers 
gardens are : 
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j 
Agaves in variety 
Euphorbia Pulcherri1na 
Phyllaurea V ariegata 
Bougainvillea Glabra 
Sanderiana 
Century Plants 
Poinsettia 
Crotons 
Paper Flower 
Turks Cap 
Golden Trumpet 
:Native of Mexico. 
Native of lVlalaya. 
Native of Malaya. 
Native of Brazil. 
Native of South America. 
Native of Guiana. 
Malvaviscus Conzattii 
Allamanda Hendersonii 
Azalea Indica in variety 
N erium Oleander, in 
Indian or Chinese Azalea 
Oleander 
Native of India and China. 
Cultivated in southern coun-
variety 
Hibiscus Rosa-Sinensis 
Bignonia V enusta 
Bamboos in variety 
Chinese Hibiscus 
Flan1e Vine 
The tropical character of Fort lVIyers' 
vegetation is shown by the fact that two-
thirds of the principal paln1s grown in 
Fort J.\tlyers as listed above, are tropical 
in character, will not stand a temperature 
lower than about 26 °, and can be grown 
only in the southern part of Florida, and 
two-thirds of the re1nainder of the list 
likewise can be grown only in South 
Florida. 
The pine so common over the flatwoods 
in this vicinity is the Carribean or Cuban 
Pine-Pinus Caribae or slash pine. It 
has so small a top and draws so little sap 
that it is not often tapped for turpentine. 
The wood splits easily and is used for the 
coarser grades of lumber, which is pro-
duced in this vicinity in large quantities. 
tries everywhere. 
Native of China. 
Native of Brazil. 
Tropical countries. Two 
species native of Florida. 
mango with its fine habit gives perhaps 
the densest shade of any tree to be found 
in Fort Myers. It is naturally planted 
extensively in gardens, quite as much for 
its shade as for its fruit. No garden 
should be without this tree, one of the 
1nost attractive and symmetrical to be 
found in the city. The mango-Mangi-
fera Indica-has the same importance in 
India as the apple in temperate America. 
Large citrus groves are seen in all direc-
tions and every garden has its oranges. 
The local citrus packing houses during the 
winter months are busy day and night in 
packing and shipping fruit to northern 
markets. Other fruits grown here are 
the avocardo, guava, loquat, sapadilla, 
papaya and banana. 
Cypress-Taxodium distichum-is also Water Hyacinth 
found in abundance on ground too low 
for pines and considerable amounts of The shores of the ponds and streams 
cypress lumber are milled in this vicinity. are fringed with water hyacinths-Piaro-
The shrub or dwarf palm, so common pus Crassipes-with its bright lilac 
among the pines in the flatwoods, is the flowers presenting a beautiful sight in the 
saw palmetto (Serenoa surrulata). fall. This floating plant, a native of 
South An1erica, escaped from cultivation 
Fruit Trees some 35 years ago. It is now wonderfully 
Fruit trees vie with palms in their abundant in the fresh water streams and 
tropical character and abundance. The ponds all over South Florida. It has been 
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The Royal Poinciana. 
.a great nuisance in obstructing strean1s 
.and hindering navigation. The United 
States Governn1ent, 1899-1905, appropri-
.ated funds for its ren1oval as an obstruc-
tion to navigation by any Ineans except 
chemical processes injurious to cattle. 
Some $206,000 has been spent in remov-
ing it by mechanical n1eans. Private 
parties have also done considerable clear-
ing of the streams where the water hya-
·cinth blocked navigation. 
Importance of Street Planting 
Trees of the proper varieties and well-
planted make a city attractive as nothing 
else can do. The interest taken in the 
,gardens of the Royal Palm Hotel by 
visitors to the city shows how appealing 
to the tourist and winter visitor is a dis-
play of tropical trees and shrubs. 
It is highly important that Fort lVIyers, 
which will in large n1easure be dependent 
Cocoanut Palms . 
upon its tourist population, should take 
a great interest in its street trees and de-
velop and improve the plantings so well 
begun. The lVIediterranean resorts of 
Europe :fipd it profitable to spend large 
sums each year in the planting and main-
tenance of their street trees. Fort Myers 
can increase its attractiveness in no other 
way at so little expense as to lay out its 
new streets sufficiently wide to provide 
adequate parking strips and to carry out 
a systen1atic anrl well planned street 
planting and Inaintenance program. The 
character of a city is expressed in great 
n1easure by its street planting. 
In the park syste1n of the city, not the 
least in1portant feature should be a botan-
ical garden and nursery where all varieties 
of trees and plants which can be grown 
here can be readily identified and seen to 
the best advantage. 
2. PAVEMENTS AND SIDEWALKS 
Pavements 
The pave1nents of the principal streets 
·of Fort Myers in the business sec-
tion are generally asphalt block; others 
are of shell, oil hardened. Brick, so com-
mon in southern cities, and almost exclus-
jvely used in St. Petersburg, has been 
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proposed for new pavements, with a marl 
foundation. The pavement of the road-
ways is paid for by assessment on the 
frontage. 
Street and Roadway Widths 
The roadways in the busy streets of the 
downtown district are usually of fair 
width. Their width is quite generous in 
proportion to the sidewalk width. They 
give evidence of having recently been 
widened to accon1modate the traffic at the 
expense of the sidewalks. Hendry Street 
and Broadway are exa1nples. Street and 
roadway widths in the business center are 
as follows: 
Name of Roadway 
Street Street Width Width 
First Street 60 feet 31-34-40 feet 
Main Street 50 feet 40 feet 
Second Street 50 feet 37 feet 
Anderson Ave. 50 feet 37 feet 
Lee Street 50 feet 37 feet 
Jackson Street 50 feet 37 feet 
Hendry Street 50 feet 40 feet 
Broadway 60-40 feet 40 feet 
These roadways with the exception of 
First Street, which is narrow in some 
places, readily take care of four lines 
of traffic. 
SidevvaUk VVidths 
The sidewalks, however, as is particu-
larly noticeable on Hendry Street and 
Second Street, are very narrow and even 
this narrow width-five or six feet-is 
sometimes obstructed by large telephone 
poles. In Fort Myers people are out-of-
doors a good deal of the time and pedes-
Water Oaks. 
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trians n1ake very considerable use of the 
sidewalks. Where the sidewalks are suffi-
ciently wide settees or seats are placed 
on them. The sidewalk settees are well 
patronized, particularly in front of hotels. 
This use of wide sidewalks is particu-
larly noticeable in St. Petersburg with 
its sidewalks, 22 feet wide. This goes to 
show the need for wide sidewalks in the 
business section. N arrow sidewalks 
greatly handicap the business district in 
its development. It is therefore proposed 
to widen these narrow streets with very 
narrow sidewalks where buildings will 
allow it, to pern1it suitable sidewalk 
widths. It is believed that the ultimate 
real estate values in all cases will be in-
creased by the proposed street widenings. 
Sidewalk Grades 
The concrete sidewalks on a number 
of the streets were put in a good many 
years ago without reference to suitable 
street grades. When, however, the streets 
were paved, the streets, of course, had to 
be properly graded and curbed, with the 
result that sometimes the sidewalk is two 
feet above the pavement and a foot or 
more above the curb. As a result of all 
this, some sidewalks are in a horrible con-
dition. It is understood that these side-
walks are to be reconstructed at the ex-
pense of the property owners. The im-
Water hyacinths in Caloosahatchee River. 
portance and economy of establishing the 
correct grade of a street before laying 
sidewalks or making other improvements 
involving grade is manifest. 
Some of the streets carrying heavy 
traffic are not provided with sidewalks 
and on that account accidents have hap-
pened to pedestrians in the street, 
for example: First Street in East Fort 
Myers. Sidewalks should be ordered at 
as early a date as practicable on all such 
streets. 
The tropical beauty of Fort Myers is 
largely due to its street planting in areas 
outside the central business section. The 
streets in these areas n1ust, therefore, be 
n1ade sufficiently wide to furnish adequate 
planting strips in addition to the roadway 
and sidewalks. This has been provided 
for in the street cross-sections proposed. 
The sidewalks of Fort Myers are quite 
free from encroach1nents. Telephone 
poles are found on some of the narrow 
streets, but First Street and Main Street 
as well as Hendry Street and Broadway 
north of Second Street are free, the wires 
being underground. This area of under-
ground wire conduits should be extended. 
Marquees 
In the business section of the city the 
use of the marquee over the sidewalk is 
very general. It not only gives shade to 
the pedestrian during the heat of the day 
but protects him fron1 showers. In the 
older buildings these marquees are sup-
ported at the curb. As a result, they ob-
struct the sidewalk and injuriously affect 
the appearance of the street. Most of 
the recent construction has been with 
hanging n1arquees so that the use of the 
sidewalk is not curtailed. All future con-
struction of this kind should be hung; 
columns or other obstructions should not 
be permitted. The hanging marquee 
should be constructed to a uniform line 
in each block, both as to height and width, 
for the sake of appearance. 
3. STREET SIGNS AND FIXTURES 
Street Signs 
Until recently the street signs in Fort 
Myers consisted of sn1all wooden posts 
at one corner of the street intersection, 
projecting about two and one-half feet 
above the ground and painted white. The 
street nan1es were painted on these posts. 
Many of then1 had becon1e weather-worn 
and illegible. Besides they were very in-
conspicuous. Street names could be ascer-
tained only with difficulty, if at all. 
Recently, however, the curb of the street 
corner has been painted white and on this 
surface large black letters indicate the 
name of the street. This is much 1nore 
satisfactory than the former method and, 
while fresh, the street names are readily 
found. These signs have the advantage 
that they take up no street space and are 
cheap in first cost. The weather obliter-
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ates them in time. Eventually, the street 
signs will probably be placed on lamp 
standards or separate posts provided for 
the purpose. 
Street Names 
Each subdivision has its own street 
names, often given without regard to 
those in adjacent areas. Some streets 
which are certain to be continuous through 
the city have different names as they pass 
through different subdivisions. The plan 
with its systematic arrangement of thor-
oughfares will serve as a basis for the sys-
tematic nan1ing of streets. The present 
disorder in street names should be cor-
rected before the streets are built up and 
great embarrassment caused by this con-
fusion in names. The city plan being 
rectangular in the main is well adapted 
for the use of nu1nbers, and in re-naming 
its streets the use of nu1nbers in place of 
names should be given serious considera-
tion at least in part. 
Conduits 
The street lighting in the business sec-
tion is good, the incandescent electric 
lamps are supported by cast iron stand-
ards painted white, of simple and neat 
design. The policy of the telephone cmn-
pany and other public service corpora-
tions is to bury the wires in conduits as 
rapidly as practicable, so that the central 
part of the business section of the city 
is free from poles and wires. 
Many large poles which obstruct side-
walks are, however, still to be removed 
from the outer portion of the business 
district. The area free from poles and 
wires should be extended as rapidly as 
practicable by putting the wires under-
ground. It is understood that this is the 
policy of the public service corporations. 
Parking Signs 
The signs in relation to · automobile 
parking are altogether too light and deli-
cate; few are in good condition, some are 
bent out of shape and in the gutter. They 
City Hall 
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Lee County Court House. 
should be replaced by much more sub-
stantial and serviceable signs. 
Paint lines are in use, defining pedes-
trian cross-walks and automobile parking 
spaces in the most congested part of the 
city. They help in the orderly crossing 
of pedestrians at intersections and the 
proper parking of automobiles. Traffic 
flow is promoted and the streets made 
safer by their use. The paint lines, easily 
obliterated by the weather, should be fre-
quently renewed. Advertising signs 
should not be allowed to project beyond 
the curb line or line of the marquee, as 
is sometimes now the case. 
Street Fixtures 
Street fixtures such as lamp posts, fire 
alarm boxes, police call boxes, letter 
boxes, hydrants, sewer gratings, waste 
cans, etc., are made in a great variety of 
patterns. Often they are ugly in appear-
ance. Their design, however, has been 
greatly improved so that attractive and 
serviceable fixtures may now be obtained 
which do not unreasonably obstruct the 
street or sidewalk. Few street fixtures 
are in use at the present time, compared 
with what will be necessary as the city 
expands. Great care should be taken in 
their purchase to secure fixtures of ap-
proved design and serviceability. 
4. STREET CLEANING AND SANITATION 
Flushing Streets 
The streets are swept in the early 
1norning hours after midnight. Three 
light trucks are en1ployed in refuse and 
garbage collection as well as another 
truck for trash. This waste is taken to 
the municipal incinerator at Anderson 
and Evans Avenue and there disposed of. 
So many auto1nobiles park all night in the 
public streets that litter is left in the 
morning, which indicates where cars have 
been parked. Considering the limited 
force, the streets are fairly well cleaned. 
It is believed that flushing regularly with 
water would be desirable. The parking 
of cars should not be allowed to prevent 
the thorough cleaning of the streets. 
Street Litter 
There is often considerable litter on the 
sidewalks. Two small refuse containers 
on the south sidewalk of First Street be-
tween Jackson and Hendry Streets had 
been placed by private parties to help 
keep the sidewalks free from litter. l\1ore 
and larger ones should be placed by the 
public authorities in the downtown 
district. 
The fact that the city is so near the 
tropics and that it is rapidly becoming 
Electric Light Pla.nt. 
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a tourist and pleasure center n1akes it 
doubly in1portant that garbage, waste of 
all kinds, as well as litter on streets and 
sidewalks should be promptly re1noved. 
In smne of the alleys, apparently under 
private control, the neglect to keep then1 
and the adjoining areas clean as well as 
promptly to remove garbage and waste 
is very objectionable. Where it is not 
a municipal function, health inspectors 
should see that areas and alleys partic-
ularly in the downtown district and 
where many people live or work in the 
vicinity should be kept in good sanitary 
condition and flushed with water periodi-
cally. 
Many houses in the city are not yet 
reached by the water supply or sewers. 
Although the city is expanding both sys-
tems, it will be a long time before the 
entire city is supplied with these services. 
In the meantime, by frequent and ade-
quate inspection and regulations, it should 
be made certain that the water used is 
safe, that the surroundings are sanitary 
and that wastes are promptly disposed of. 
The palms and other vegetation on the 
streets occasion considerable litter and 
give the street cleaning force consider-
able work. The prompt ren1oval of this 
City-owned gas plant and incinerator. 
waste is necessary for the good appear-
ance of the street and is fairly well at-
tended to. 
Incineration 
Incineration of wastes in the most sani-
tary and effective way of disposal. The 
municipal incinerator is in a convenient 
place for trucking frmn all parts of the 
city. It will soon have to be enlarged. 
The surroundings are neglected at the 
present time and present an untidy ap-
pearance. Incinerator plants can be so 
arranged and opera ted and the in com-
bustible residue disposed of so that they 
will not be a nuisance to the neighborhood. 
Recommendations 
The following program cmnprehends 
the major needs of the city in regard to 
street plantings and 1naintenance: 
l. Adequate planting strips not less 
than eight feet wide open to air 
and moisture should be provided 
for street trees; strips 12 feet wide 
are to be preferred. 
2.- The city should continue to develop 
and improve the planting of street 
trees. To facilitate this it should 
have a definite street tree planting 
program. 
A garage a.pa.rtment. 
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Store being constructed of steel fa.bric and stucco. 
3. The maintenance and care of street 
trees should be provided for. 
Trees require continual attention. 
Diseased or dead trees should be 
promptly re1noved and other trees 
planted to take their place. 
4. A botanical garden and nursery 
properly cared for should be a fea-
ture of one of the public parks. 
5. Widen out the streets in the central 
business section where practicable, 
so that sidewalks of proper width 
can be built. 
6. Have sidewalks built in First 
Street in East Fort Myers and on 
other streets where vehicular traf-
fie now endangers the pedestrian. 
7. Reconstruct sidewalks which do not 
properly fit the street grades. 
8. Improve streets to the cross-sec-
tions shown on the Diagram 
"Cross-section of Streets." 
9. Have wires placed underground in 
the business center as rapidly as 
practicable and poles and wires re-
n1oved from the streets. 
10. Require that all1narquees be hung 
and that so far as practicable they 
be constructed to a uniform line in 
each block. 
II. Consider the advisability of intro-
ducing a standard for1n of street-
name sign in the business section 
of the city. Street names should 
be revised and duplication of 
names eliminated. 
12. Signs In relation to automobile 
parking are entirely too frail; they 
should be replaced by larger ones 
of much sturdier construction. 
13. Paint lines at cross-walks and for 
defining parking spaces should be 
extended as occasion warrants, and 
occasionally renewed so as to be 
always legible. 
14. Projection of advertising signs 
into the street should be lin1ited. 
15. Great care should be taken in the 
purchase of street fixtures to se-
cure those of the best design and 
greatest serviceability. 
16. Flush street areas and alleys regu-
larly. 
17. Parking of cars In street s over 
Homes in new developments are generally of Spanish 
design. 
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Bungalow School, rear of Junior High School in distance. 
night should not prevent these 
streets being properly cleaned. 
18. Receptacles for rubbish should be 
placed on sidewalks in the business 
district so that sidewalk and street 
will not be littered. 
19. Garbage, waste of all kinds, as well 
as litter in the streets should be re-
moved as promptly as possible. 
20. Health inspectors should see that 
areas and alleys under private con-
trol are kept in good sanitary con-
dition, also d-wellings not supplied 
with water and sewerage. 
21. The incinerator plant and its sur-
roundings should be in1proved and 
n1ade n1ore tidy. 
The appearance of every city is to a 
large extent the appearance of its streets. 
Dingy streets n1ake a dingy city. To be-
con1e really attractive Fort Myers cannot 
pay too Inuch attention to the design, 
planting and maintenance of its streets. 
Parks and Parkways 
One of the most urgent needs of Fort 
Myers is greater provision for recreation 
for both the visitor and for the year-round 
inhabitant. The winter weather at Fort 
Myers is such that there is a strong urge 
on the part of the visitor to get out and 
play in the sunshine and balmy air. For 
the local resident the need for recreational 
facilities is perhaps even greater than it 
is for the tourist. Green spots with 
plenty of shade must be supplied, where 
children and adults can enjoy the fresh-
ness of trees and lawns on a hot sun11ner 
day. 
Recognizing the need for larger oppor-
tunities for recreation, the city has had 
the advice of Mr. T. S. Settle of the 
Playground and Recreation Association 
of America. He has made a survey of 
the situation and formulated a program 
for the coming year. The city, as a result 
of this work and of its local pJayground 
cmnmittee, has recently appointed a rec-
reation board of five members to direct 
its recreational activities. 
Present City Parks 
The growth of the city has been so 
rapid, both in population and area that 
the provision of recreation areas has been 
given little attention in Fort Myers. 
The city at present has Evans Park, 
about 41/ 2 acres in area, on which the city 
hall is located. A part of this plot is 
attractively planted with tropical trees. 
A bandstand and seats are provided, as 
well as music, particularly on Sunday 
afternoons. Much more could be made 
of this park than is mad~ of it at the pre-
sent time. . The recreation committee re-
cently organized has plans for increasing 
the usefulness of the park. A new city 
hall on this site, planted as attractively 
as the Court House grounds, would need 
all of the plot south of First Street ex-
tended for its proper setting. This would 
leave only the area outshore from First 
Street for permanent recreational use. 
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The city owns 160 acres of pine land on 
which it is intended to lay out an 18-hole 
golf course, but the necessity for immedi-
ately providing an air port to serve as a 
1nidway station for the air service between 
Tampa and Miami has brought about the 
clearing of a large part of this area for 
an air port. It is unsuited for the pur-
pose, however, on account of the forest 
which surrounds it. illtimately, it is ex-
pected to use this area for an 18-hole golf 
course and plans have been prepared. 
The air port would then be located on 
more suitable ground outside the city 
limits. Golf players are now provided for 
by a private golf club which has a good 
18-hole golf course and club house about 
21/ 2 miles from the center of the city on 
McGregor Boulevard. 
In addition to these areas, two blocks-
about five acres-have been dedicated to 
the city for park purposes at Prince and 
Franklin Streets in a section of the city 
at present undeveloped. At East Fort 
Myers the Fair Grounds, about 30 acres 
in area, and centrally situated on First 
Street, is available for park purposes. It 
is used at the present ti1ne for county 
fairs, tourist camps, ball fields, etc. 
Park Plans 
The inadequacy of existing parks in 
Fort Myers as well as the necessity for a 
comprehensive park and parkway plan is 
Waterfront in Cologne, Germany. 
apparent. Winter visitors and tourists 
spend so much of their tin1e in the open 
that recreation amid pleasant surround-
ings should be developed to attract then1. 
Parks, walks, and drives through inter-
esting scenery should be planned. In the 
development of the park system the nat-
ural and characteristic features of Fort 
Myers which have attracted so 1nany 
people to the city should supply the prin-
cipal motives for the park sche1ne. 
Caloosahatchee Park 
The Caloosahatchee River and its 
banks is the great natural feature of in-
terest in Fort Myers. A wide park along 
the river should naturally be the don1inant 
feature of the park system. The fact that 
the city owns the bed of the river, at least 
west of Billy's Creek, and that filling in 
the river front is much less expensive than 
the purchase of high priced land near the 
shore, makes it desirable to locate this 
waterfront park on land reclaimed from 
the river. This waterfront park-Caloo-
sahatchee Park-should extend along the 
riverfront, barring that assigned to coin-
mercia! use, so far as practicable. It 
would be the basic feature of the park 
system. All other park areas would be 
of secondary importance to this park. It 
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would, of course, be planted with tropical 
trees, particularly cocoanuts near the 
water's edge. The central feature of the 
park would be opposite Manuel's Creek 
in the form of a generous water-gate and 
yacht basin. A bandstand, a dance pa vii-
ion, a swimming pool, as well as a sta-
dium would also be provided. A trail or 
walk would be laid out near the river 
wall and a riverside drive would be laid 
out on the inside of the park, on which 
the present waterfront property would 
front. Facilities would also be provided 
at suitable points for parking automo-
biles. 
Billy's Creek Parkway 
Second in importance to Caloosahat-
chee Park would be a parkway in East 
Fort Myers along Billy's Creek, bounded 
by drives and extending frmn the Atlan-
tic Coast Line railroad to and beyond the 
easterly city limits. Creeks are always 
features of great interest in Florida. 
Their varied and dense tree growth over-
hanging the river always attracts atten-
tion. After one has passed through a 
section of flatwoods, the pleasure of view-
ing a strean1 is enhanced. These creeks 
and their banks should therefore be pre-
served for the benefit of the public and 
n1ade the n1ost of in the park design. It 
Filling in progress on river front at Carson Street. 
is unfortunate that this creek parkway 
cannot be carried out to the Caloosahat-
chee River front, but projects are under 
way which render such a connection im-
practicable. 
Manuel's Creek Parkway 
Manuel's Creek in the west part of the 
city, while a much smaller creek, also 
detennines a parkway along its course. 
This parkwav would terminate at the 
water-gate and yacht-basin at the nver, 
and enter Canal Street to the east. 
Proposed Parkway System 
Experience has shown that the useful-
ness of a park system is greatly enhanced 
and the pleasure in visiting the parks as 
well as in motoring from one to the other 
is multiplied by connecting them with 
appropriate boulevards or parkways. 
These boulevards must be wide enough to 
permit attractive side or center plantings. 
These plantings become in a n1easure ex-
tensions of the parks and bring their ad-
vantages within easy reach of a much 
greater number of people. l\1any people 
would otherwise be at a considerable dis-
tance from a park. "Such boulevards 
would bind the Caloosahatchee River 
Park with the lesser parks, so that a con-
tinuous drive could be made through the 
boulevards and parks of the system. Such 
Outlet of Billy's Creek. 
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Waterfront development in Nice, France. 
boulevards 'vould be Central Boulevard, 
Canal Street, Charles Street, Ford Street 
and the two boulevards bounding the city. 
They would have a width of 150 feet so 
that they might be attractively planted. 
A narrow street may be called a boule-
vard, and this is frequently done, but giv-
ing it this name does not help it to serve a 
parkway purpose. One hundred and 
fifty feet is the least width that will make 
a real boulevard. Suitable cross-sections 
for the proposed boulevards are indicated 
on Plate I. Not only is the continuity of 
the parks effected by these connecting 
boulevards but the boulevards are also im-
portant connecting links between the var-
ious parts of the city. 
Proposed Parks 
Additional park areas should be ac-
quired, as shown upon the Comprehensive 
Plan. The chief areas are as follows: 
( 1) One hundred and sixty-acre tract 
now vacant east of Ford Street 
and south of Charles Street. 
(2) A forty-acre tract south of Ander-
son Avenue and east of Spencer 
Street. 
(3) A twenty-acre tract at Central 
Boulevard and South Street. 
( 4) A twenty-acre tract east of Co-
(5) 
lumbia Street and north of Co-
lonial Boulevard. 
A thirty-acre tract now a part of 
the golf course, north of Charles 
Street and east of Cortez Boule-
vard. 
It is expected that the property occu-
pied by the golf links will in time be too 
valuable for that purpose, and a new 
course on less valuable land secured. 
Then the proposed streets and boulevards 
should be put through and the above park 
area secured. 
With the parks, parkways and boule-
vards described, together with the smaller 
recreational areas shown on the Compre-
hensive Plan, the city would have a great 
out-of-doors playground where people of 
all tastes could find enjoyn1ent. No one 
would have to go far to :find an open 
space. 
Fort Myers beach, about 15 miles away 
and reached by McGregor Boulevard, 
gives the city seven or eight miles of ex-
cellent beach with unexcelled surf bath-
ing. The drive to it should be made as 
charming as any in the city. 
Whisky Creek, crossing McGregor 
Boulevard imn1ediately south of the city, 
is an attractive location for a parkway 
and should eventually be developed as 
such. It is believed, however, that atten-
tion should first be paid to projects nearer 
the center of the city and within its limits. 
Recreation takes Inany forms. What 
would please one person might not suit 
another. People have come to Fort 
Myers every winter for years to fish; 
others have come to yacht; still others 
have co1ne to play golf. All of these at-
tractions have to be fostered. Facilities 
for motoring, canoeing, swimming, horse-
back riding, baseball, football, tennis, 
trap-shooting, bowling, horsehoe pitching, 
croquet, etc., n1ust also be provided for in 
an attractive environ1nent. 
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The proposed Caloosahatchee Park 
will not only be provided with a water-
gate and harbor for yachts, canoes, etc., 
but will furnish abundant room and is 
the ideal location for all sports which will 
attract the tourist and winter visitor. It 
would be provided with swimming pools, 
ball-fields and would be arranged for 
other sports where the river view would 
be superb. Tropical vegetation along 
the !iver bank would bring additional 
beauty to the park. Seats and shade 
would be provided. A public com-
fort station as well as an open air stadium 
should also be features of this river-front 
park, which would be gradually developed 
as circumstances pennit. 
In addition to the play features on the 
river-front park, neighborhood parks and 
playgrounds are needed to serve areas 
within a half-mile. They should never 
be smaller than two or three acres, 
and preferably six or eight acres. The 
desirability of securing sites for these 
playgrounds in connection with the pub-
lic schools is pointed out elsewhere. One 
system of playgrounds with necessary 
buildings will then serve where otherwise 
two would be required. Supervision, 
which is necessary in all playgrounds, will 
be simplified and effected with much less 
cost when playgrounds and school sites 
are combined. 
It is not advisable to select playground 
and school sites with too much definite-
ness in advance of purchase, as son1e lati-
tude should be permitted in acqujring 
the1n, but approximate locations of school 
sites have been indicated. The larger 
park areas which are shown on the Com-
prehensive Plan should also be utilized 
so far as Inay be desirable or necessary, 
for recreational purposes. 
The Caloosaha tchee River is undesir-
able for bathing not only on account of 
n1arine life in these waters, which is dis-
turbing to bathers, but also on account 
A band concert in the City Hall Park. 
of the pollution of the river. Swim1ning 
pools should be substituted. Fort Myers 
Beach, or Crescent Beach, as it is smne-
times called, situated on Estero Island 
about 15 miles away, furnishes Fort 
Myers with fine surf bathing, with a wide 
beach of seven or eight miles in length on 
the Gulf of Mexico. It offers excellent 
opportunities for automobiling as well. 
Recommendations 
The specific recommendations relative 
to the park and recreation needs of the 
city are as follows: 
1. Recreational facilities should be 
greatly expanded as rapidly as 
possible. 
2. The recreational board recently ap-
pointed should be sustained and 
encouraged in its work. 
3. A great variety of recreation 
should be introduced to suit the 
tastes of all people, both old and 
young. 
4. Playgrounds and recreation centers 
should be established in connection 
with the public schools. In this 
way one set of play-grounds and 
buildings will be needed instead of 
two. 
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5. Park areas shown on the Compre-
hensive Plan should be utilized for 
playground purposes as well as re-
creation, so far as necessary. 
6. An 18-hole municipal golf course 
should be made available at an 
early date. 
7. The drive to Fort Myers Beach 
should be made an attractive boule-
vard all the way and the bridge 
1nade free frmn tolls. 
8. Acquire and construct a park on 
filled-in land between the present 
shore and a bulk-head line to be 
established. All the waterfront is 
to be used for this purpose that is 
not set apart for cmn1nercial use. 
This park should have a drive on 
its inshore side and a walk on the 
out-shore side. A water-gate and 
yacht-basin would be important 
features, as well as a swimming 
pool and stadium. All outdoor 
sports amid the n1ost attractive 
surroundings should be provided 
for. Steps should be taken at once 
to clear away all legal difficulties, 
so that construction can be begun 
as soon as possible. 
9. Acquire a parkway along Billy's 
The Tourist Camp in February. 
Creek fro1n the railroad to and be-
yond the city line. 
10. Acquire a parkway along Manuel's 
Creek frmn the shore to Canal 
Street. 
11. Acquire a 160-acre tract now va-
cant east of Ford Street and south 
of Charles Street for park pur-
poses. 
12. Acquire a 40-acre tract south of 
Anderson A venue and east of 
Spencer Street for park purposes. 
13. Acquire a 20-acre tract at Central 
Boulevard and South Street for 
park purposes. 
14. Acquire a 40-acre tract east of Col-
umbia Street and north of Colon-
ial Boulevard for park purposes. 
15. Acquire a 30-acre tract north of 
Charles Street and east of Cortez 
Boulevard for park purposes 
whenever it should be no longer 
used as a golf course. 
16. Connect these parks by a system 
City dock foot of Ja.ckson Street. 
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Boyal Palm Steamboat Dock, foot of Carson Street. 
of boulevards of which Central 
Boulevard, Canal Street, Charles 
Street, Ford Street and the two 
boulevards bounding the city 
would be the principal ones. 
17. Acquire the smaller park areas at 
the intersection of streets, small 
and irregular blocks, schoolhouse 
sites, etc., for recreational pur-
poses as shown on the Comprehen-
sive Plan. 
In some cities a park system has cost 
the city little or nothing. In Kansas 
City, for example, property owners have 
found parks and parkways so beneficial 
that they have clamored for them while 
paying for their entire cost by benefit 
assessn1ents. Kansas City has thus se-
cured a magnificent systen1 of parks and 
parkways, mainly at the cost of abutting 
owners, while at the same time these far-
sig-hted owners have realized a profit from 
them. Here is an example for the real 
estate owners of Fort Myers. 
Schools 
The public schools of Fort lVlyers are 
under the supervision of the County 
School Board. The schools are located 
in District No. 1, Lee County. It has 
been difficult for the authorities to supply 
accommodations to keep pace with the 
growth of population. Schools which 
have been built only a short time are now 
being enlarged to a size which will hardly 
t ake care of their pupils, on cmnpletion. 
To accommodate the pupils at the pres-
ent time, it is necessary to have two ses-
sions in the grammar schools. 
The housing condition of the several 
schools within .the city at the beginning 
of 1926 was as follows : 
Excess Excess 
Attend- of ac- of pu-
School Capacity ance commo- pils over 
dation accom-
modation 
Edgewood ••• • • 0 . 0 •••• 270 533 . .. 263 
Bungalow ............ 240 238 2 
Gwynne Institute ••• 0. 300 625 325 
Junior High School ... 450 433 17 
High School • 0 •••••• 0. 450 225 225 
Negro Sch ool ••• 0 ••••• 400 4 9 89 
T otal ••• 0 0 ••• •••• 0. 2110 2543 244 677 
Edgewood School 
The Edgewood School is located on 
Edgewood Avenue, East Fort Myers. 
It is a two-story brick building recently 
constructed, of pleasing appearance, but 
entirely inadequate to accommodate its 
pupils. The excess pupils, Grades 1 to 6, 
are tern porarily taken care of in two one-
story frame buildings on the school 
grounds. This school building is well 
located in a rapidly growing neighbor-
hood. Large vacant areas exist around 
the present plot, which should be enlarged 
to several times its present size and a sub-
stantial addition constructed. 
Bungalow School 
The Bungalow School Is located on 
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Royal Palm A venue in the rear of the 
Junior High School. This school con-
sists of two one-story frame buildings, 
one of which was completed in the latter 
part of 1925. Grades 1 to 3 are taught. 
Upon completion of the new addition it 
was i1nmediately filled to capacity. Some 
pupils had to be cared for in the Gwynne 
Institute. 
Gwynne Institute 
The school at the southwest corner of 
Jackson Street and Second Street is a 
two-story brick structure built in 1914. 
It has a wooden stairs and floors and is 
not what a modern school building should 
be in many particulars. It is expected 
that this school will eventually be aban-
doned and another built on a new loca-
tion to take its place. As it is, business 
development is rapidly surrounding it 
and its grounds are inadequate. To take 
care of the many pupils in excess of its 
capacity, the school has two sessions. 
Some of the pupils are taught in the 
morning and some in the afternoon. 
Grades 3 to 6 are taught at the morning 
session and in the afternoon session, in 
addition to grades 3 to 6, the excess of 
the lower grades, 1 and 2, from the 
Bungalow School are taught. 
Junior High School 
This school, built about 10 years ago, 
is located on Second Street and Royal 
Palm Avenue. It is a 3-story brick struc-
ture. A 2-story brick extension of im-
proved construction is being built. When 
this is finished the accommodations will, 
however, be for only 450 pupils against 
433 enrolled in the seventh to ninth 
grades. The playground connected with 
Public School, Jackson and Second streets. 
this school has been largely utilized by 
extensions and is entirely too small. 
Lee County High School 
This school occupies the block bounded 
by Royal Palm Avenue, Thompson 
Street, Fowler Street and Anderson 
Avenue and was built two years ago. 
The main building is three-story brick 
with steel and concrete stairway. A two-
story addition is now being completed 
with steel and concrete outside stairs. 
Although the whole block is devoted to 
school purposes, n1ore playground space 
is required. 
The block to the east is now vacant, 
except for one old house, and should be 
acquired for playground space and school 
enlargement. Grades 10 to 12 are taught. 
The number of pupils is increasing rapid-
ly, 50 per cent in 1923 over the previous 
year. With the completion of the annex, 
the capacity will be 450, with an enroll-
ment of 225. The building with its an-
nex, soon to be available, will therefore 
Ineet the requiren1ents for the present. 
Negro Schools 
The Negro School is a two-story fra1ne 
structure at the northeast corner of An-
derson Avenue and Crawford Avenue. 
Another frame building on Lemon Street 
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west of Crawford Avenue is rented and 
used in addi.tion to the principal build-
ing. All grades are taught. The pupils 
are in excess of the capacity of the build-
ings, which are antiquated and dilapi-
dated. The county has, therefore, begun 
the erection of a new school building east 
of High Street and some 500 feet north 
of Anderson A venue. This is at the east-
erly edge of a large negro population and 
as the land in the vicinity is vacant, suffi-
cient area should be acquired to 1neet the 
needs of the school when enlarged to 
double the size now required, and at the 
san1e ti1ne furnish an adequate play-
ground. 
Additions and Improvements 
On April 1, 1925, bonds were issued to 
the amount of $350,000 to finance the 
building of the above-mentioned negro 
school, the West Fort Myers School and 
several additions and improven1ents to 
existing schools. 
In the early part of the present year, 
a site was selected for the West Fort 
l\1yers School in Edison Park. The site 
covers the entire block bounded by Edison 
Avenue, Clifford Street and Euclid Av-
enue, and has an area of about four acres. 
The construction of a 16-room school 
building on the site was begun in March 
of this year. With the new construction 
now in progress, accommodations will be 
provided for 3,100 pupils. 
Early in the present year the County 
School Board and the local Board of 
Trustees· united in a statement of the 
needs of the district and reco1nmended the 
authorization of a bond issue of $850,000 
to provide for additional schools, in view 
of the rapid growth of the school popula-
tion and on account of the fact that it 
would require one and one-half to two 
years to finance and build the schools. 
At the present time 2,543 pupils are in 
J 
the schools of the city; three years ago the 
number was less than 1,200, and two years 
hence it is estimated that · 5,000 pupils 
will require accom1nodation. To provide 
for these pupils it was proposed with the 
funds obtained fro1n the proposed bond 
issue to provide,-
( 1) A 16-classroon1 ·building, to be 
located at Tice, at a cost for site and 
building of $200,000. It would accon1-
modate 480 pupils, 275 of which are al-
ready in attendance at the Edgewood 
School. It was stated that this building 
will be filled to overflowing by the time 
it is completed. A site has been acquired 
for this building on the north side of Mid-
way Drive, about 1,500 feet east of the 
city limits and 1.6 n1iles east of the Edge-
wood School. 
( 2) A 16-classroon1 building between 
Cleveland Avenue and the Fort Myers 
Southern Railway, to cost $200,000 to 
$225,000. 
( 3) School for pupils located between 
Anderson A venue and Ballard Road 
west of Lincoln Park, to cost $50,000. 
( 4) School building, the location of 
which is to be selected at a later date, to 
cost $200,000. · 
( 5) Teachers' Home to cost $150,000. 
With the above program completed, 
it was expected that 4,750 pupils would 
be provided for and that there would be 
a school within walking distance of each 
child. 
General Recommendations 
The plan accompanying this report 
shows the location of the public schools 
upon completion of the construction in 
progress in March, 1926. It also shows a 
progran1 for future schools and exten-
Sions. 
The necessity of acquiring sufficient 
land when a well-located school site is 
available cannot be too strongly urged. 
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Junior High School. 
The best place for playgrounds is around 
or near the schools and the n1ost econon1i-
cal and satisfactory way to acquire play-
grounds is in conjunction with and as a 
part of the school site. These sites should 
rarely be less than six acres in area. 
The subdivision of a large part of the 
city into blocks of three and a half acres 
or less in area Inakes it difficult sometimes 
to obtain a site of the required size. 
Hence the desirability of obtaining school 
and playground sites before the area is 
fully subdivided. Often, however, an 
unimportant street can be closed and in 
that way sufficient area can be obtained 
by consolidating two adjacent blocks. 
S1nall schools are uneconomical. In 
rapidly growing communities like Fort 
l\1yers, schools should not ordinarily be 
built with less than 16 classrooms, and 
buildings of double this size are more 
econo1nical, not only in operation, but in 
building construction and maintenance. 
It is a well-established principle that 
children, first to sixth grades, should not 
walk more than a half-mile to school. 
This means a walk of 15 minutes for 
those most distant, and an average walk 
per pupil of one-third_ 1nile, a walk which 
takes about 10 minutes. Recommenda-
tions have been n1ade on this basis. 
A radius of a half-mile around each 
school would include an area of 500 acres, 
and if we assume half this area, or 250 
acres, available for residence, with eight 
resident families to the acre in the sections 
that will be filled up in the course of the 
next 10 years, we would have 2,000 fami-
lies in the school district. One child, first 
to sixth grade, should be estimated for 
every two families, consequently 1000 
children will need to be provided for when 
the area is developed. It is clear, there-
fore, that where full residential develop-
ment may be expected within a reasonable 
time that the school site should be chosen 
for an ultimate developn1ent of at least 
two 16-classroom units and the design of 
the first unit should contemplate an equal 
addition. 
A minimum standard for play space 
for elementary school purposes alone is 
100 square feet per pupil, and as 28 
square feet per pupil would be taken up 
by the building, 128 square feet per pupil 
should be the least allowance for build-
ing site. This means about three acres 
for a school of 1000 pupils. It is best, 
however, to arrange public playgrounds 
in connection with the schools and secure 
at least twice the above minimu1n area. 
The central location of a school build-
ing in the area that it is to serve, which, 
in general, should be about a half-mile 
Edgewood School. 
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around it, is as important as the proper 
location of a telephone central station. 
Schools should also be so situated in ref-
· erence to each other that their tributary 
areas cover the populated area with few 
gaps and as little overlapping as practi-
cable. 
The zoning of the city divides it into 
residence districts, business districts and 
industrial districts. Business and indus-
try are to be kept out of residence dis-
tricts. Schools, as a rule, should be 
located in residence districts. 1\'Iany ex-
amples can be cited where schools have 
been engulfed by business or industry; 
the residents have moved away and the 
school has lost its usefulness. Business 
and industry are unfavorable environ-
n1ents for schools. Not only does their 
traffic endanger the pupils but the schools 
occupy valuable business or industrial 
property. Schools should not be located 
on traffic streets. Officers are necessary 
when schools are so located to insure the 
safety of the children in crossing streets. 
Traffic is also delayed while they cross. 
School districts so far as practicable, 
should be bounded by traffic streets so 
that crossing traffic streets by pupils is 
reduced to the least amount. 
School buildings suitably located, pro-
vided with an auditoriu1n and ample well-
kept grounds should have a wide use as 
con1munity centers. The school plant 
should be a center of interest to adults as 
well as children. 
Specific Recommendations 
High School: 
The high school building with its annex 
near completion has sufficient capacity 
for some time to come. It is recon1-
mended that the block to the east be ac-
quired for present playground purposes, 
and for ultimate enlargement of the high 
school plant. 
Junior High School: 
The Junior High School building has 
been built for soine time and does not ex-
press modern ideas in school .architecture. 
An annex of more substantial construc-
tion is now nearly completed. When put 
into use, however, the building will be 
filled to capacity. Little pla~ground 
space is available. No further n~cr~ase 
should be made in the size of the building. 
The playground recommended. for the 
high school can also be used by this sch~ol. 
It is believed that the best way to provide 
for the expansion of the Junior High 
School, which it is now necessary to plan, 
is to locate another Junior High School 
on the west side of the city within, say, 
a half-mile of the Canelo Drive graminar 
school location. The site should not be 
less than six acres in size and capable of 
satisfactory drainage. 'I'he building 
should be designed for at least 32 class-
rooms, of which 16 should be constructed 
at the start. Until its capacity is required 
by the junior grades the gran1mar grade 
pupils in the vicinity can be accmnino-
dated in the building. 
This solution of the expansion of the 
Junior High School has the advantage 
of utilizing the present plant, reducing 
the travel of students to the lowest pos-
sible amount, which is important with the 
present lack of public transportation 
facilities, while at the same time the new 
structure would be utilized from the first. 
Eventually th~ district would have a 
1nodern up-to-date junior high school 
building for the west side. 
The Edgewood School: 
It has already been stated that the 
Edgewood School should be enlarged and 
an additional area surrounding it, now 
vacant, acquired. 
The site selected at Tice for an addi-
tional school, about 1.6 miles east of the 
EQ.gewood School, is too far away from 
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that school. 'l"'he site should be located 
about one mile away, say, near Fairview 
A venue and Scott A venue. 
Gwynne Institute: 
The rapid growth of the school popula-
tion, as well as the central location of 
Gwynne Institute, makes it practically 
certain that this building will have to be 
used for some time to come as a gramn1ar 
school. 
Additional Schools: 
Approximate sites for seven additional 
schools covering the greater part of the 
subdivided area of the city are suggested 
in the center of areas of one-half mile radii 
requiring a maximum walk of 15 minutes 
for children to that location. Of course, 
son1e of these half-mile districts will not 
require a school building for a long time; 
others as that on Kelly Street and Canelo 
Drive will soon be needed. Just when a 
school building will be required is difficult 
to estimate. In general, it will be better to 
transport children to the larger schools 
than to build small schools. The children 
receive greater advantages at smaller ex-
pense. A systematic selection and appro-
priation of school sites should be made 
well in advance of the development of the 
districts, however, so that building can 
start in the proper spot when need arises. 
r.ee County High School. 
Negro homes on Blake Street. 
The plan supplies the basis for the 
selection of school building sites and the 
formulation of specific programs. 
The specific recommendations relative 
to schools may be surrunarized as follows: 
1. Enlarge site of Edgewood School 
and build a substantial addition. 
2. Supplen1ent Junior High School 
by a west side Junior High School 
located in the neighborhood of the 
Canelo Drive Gra1nmer School 
location. 
3. Acquire the block to the east of the 
Lee County High School to be 
used as a playground for the 
Junior High School, as well as for 
such expansion as may be neces-
sary. 
4. Acquire sufficient land at the site 
of the new negro school to en-
large it to double the capacity now 
planned, with an adequate play-
ground. 
5. The proposed location of school at 
Tice is too far away from the 
Edgewood School; it should be 
located about one mile away within 
the city limits, say, near Fairview 
A venue and Scott A venue. 
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Negro tenements on Brown Street. 
6. The Gwynne Institute should be 
retained as a school for some time 
to come. 
7. The approximate! sites for seven 
additional gra1nmar schools are 
recommended, as shown on plan 
accompanying this report. They 
should be built only as the need 
arises, but the site should be ac-
quired in advance. 
8. School buildings should be built in 
units of not less than 16 classrooms 
- and should be planned for an addi-
tional unit to double the capacity. 
Sites should be acquired adequate 
for this expansion with play-
ground. 
The growth and prosperity of Fort 
Myers is inti1nately related to the char-
acter and capacity of its schools. To be 
a center for tourists adequate school facil-
ities must be provided to care for the large 
child population of the winter months. 
This is fundamental, else tourists with 
children of school age, instead of settling 
in Fort Myers will frequent other com-
munities n1ore adequately equipped with 
~atisfactory schools. 
Railroads 
The Atlantic Coast Line 
The Atlantic Coast Line serves Fort 
Myers with its present railroad facilities. 
It was brought into Fort Myers from 
Punta Gorda in 1903, where its branch 
from Lakeland previously terminated. 
The railroad comes into the city over 
a low wooden bridge about 3,000 feet east 
of the city limits. It runs approximately 
parallel to the shore until it reaches the 
present passenger station at Peck Avenue. 
The railroad tracks then continue on the 
west side of Monroe Street to the freight 
dock at the foot of that street. A branch 
turns off to a citrus packing establishment 
on the waterfront, to the east. The 
freight station is located on the north side 
of Main Street at Monroe Street where 
the passenger station formerly stood. 
This continuation of the railroad, besides 
serving the freight station, several citrus 
fruit packing houses and a canning estab-
lishn1ent, gives rail connection to several 
warehouses, a pepper packing establish-
ment, and a fish shipping house. It does 
a very considerable business in transport-
ing citrus fruits to the north and in season 
1nany fruit cars stand on its tracks. 
While the passenger train service is infre-
quent, very considerable quantities of 
freight are handled and much switching 
back and forth is done over the busiest 
streets in 1naking up trains and in classi-
fying and distributing freight cars. Long 
lines of automobiles have to stand on 
Main Street at times while switching is 
going on. The same is true on First Street 
near Bridge Street, but the number of 
cars handled across that street is less. 
Fowler Street is blocked an appreciable 
portion of the time by trains switching 
back and forth across that street. None 
of these crossings is guarded by flagmen 
or gates. Autmnobiles have been seen to 
dash across the tracks to beat the loco-
Inotive, at considerable risk to the occu-
pants as well as to other vehicles and 
pedestrians. 
The railroad is now being extended to 
Marco. At present trains are in opera-
tion as far as Bonita Springs. This re-
cently built portion of the railroad run-
ning south along Palin Avenue is known 
as the Fort lVIyers Southern Railway, 
a subsidiary of the Atlantic Coast Line. 
The Seaboard 
Grade Crossings In February, 1926, the Seaboard All 
Florida Railway obtained authority to 
All streets cross the raih'oad tracks at enter Fort Myers. It has already begun 
grade. There are so1ne 17 grade eros- the construction of its tracks through the 
sings in use north of the passenger station city. It is being extended from Fort 
and additional ones will necessarily be Ogden, its present tern1inal, 36 1niles 
opened as the city develops. The city has away. It is to continue from Fort Myers 
been proceeding in the courts for some to the Estero River, 14 n1iles distant, 
tin1e to clear the \vay for carrying First ~here connection is to be made with a 
Street across the railroad tracks against subsidiary line to Naples. It will also, by 
the opposition of the railroad company, a Ineans of branch lines, serve La Belle and 
much needed improvement. Punta Rasa. The railroad is to come into 
The tracks of the raih'oad surround the Fort lVIyers over a low level pile bridge. 
business section of the city. They must This bridge is located about 700 feet west 
be crossed in entering or leaving the city. of the highway bridge. 
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The Seaboard All Florida Railroad 
crosses First Street about 100 feet east of 
Riverside Street, and the passenger sta-
tion is to be built on Riverside Street not 
far from First Street. The railway then 
parallels the Atlantic Coast Line track to 
Palm Avenue and continues on this street 
through the city. 
The freight yard is to be located east 
of Paln1 A venue between l\1ichigan Ave-
nue and Billy's Creek. The Seaboard All 
Florida Railway will cross a number of 
important streets at grade. It will also 
cross the Atlantic Coast Line near its in-
tersection with Palm Avenue and also the 
Fort Myers Southern Railway near 
Stella Street. 
The location of the new line is far from 
ideal. It would have been much better 
if the tracks of the two railroads closely 
paralleled each other and served the pub-
lic with a union passenger station. It 
must be recognized, however, that it is not 
the custom of railroads to share their facili-
ties in common. The new line pursues 
a fairly direct course through the city and 
does not girdle it as so many railroads do. 
streets of the city at intervals of about 
350 feet. This spur is nothing more nor 
less than a curved and elongated freight 
yard in which freight trains are made up, 
freight classified and distributed. The 
freight station is located in the worst 
possible place-at Monroe north of First 
Street-to cause inconvenience to vehicu-
lar traffic. All the freight for this station 
not only crosses the main streets of the 
city on entering, but turns back and 
crosses then1 again. This is a situation 
which, if not now intolerable, will soon 
be so, with the increase of railway freight 
traffic and vehicular traffic on the cross-
ing thoroughfares. 
The city cannot allow its business ex-
pansion across the railroad to the west, 
which has begun in the erection of a large 
auton1obile sales building and the Com-
munity Hotel, to be throttled by this 
freight yard. Traffic conditions and busi-
ness expansion demand not only that First 
Street be extended across the railroad to 
the west but that the use of the business 
portion of the city as a freight yard be 
abandoned. When First Street is opened 
across the railroad, as soon it must, only 
Switching Across Streets six cars can stand on a single track at the 
Attention has been called to the switch- freight station between First and Second 
ing of freight trains now going on at busy Streets. Even now, trains have to be 
streets. This street obstruction calls for an broken up into s1nall units to enable ve-
immediate remedy. Trains are made up hicular traffic to cross the existing thor-
and freight is classified and distributed oughfares. This entails considerable de-
across Fort JVIyers' busy streets to the con- lay and expense on the part of the railroad 
siderable inconvenience of traffic. Points in handling its freight. 
where this obstruction occurs are l\1ain When the railway was first brought in-
and Monroe Streets, Second and Monroe to the city, vehicular traffic was inconsider-
Streets, Anderson and Monroe Streets, able, while there were so few roads that 
Hendry and Peck Streets, Fowler Street, the river traffic to and from the railroad 
Anderson and Evans Avenues, and First was important. Steamboats furnished 
and Bridge Streets. The situation is par- the only transportation available to many 
ticularly bad, both for the city and the places on the river. The citrus packing 
railroad company, between the Atlantic houses were located on the river for the 
Coast Line passenger station and the rail- reason that fruit could be brought to 
road dock. Here the tracks curve back them in no other way. Now the 
to the shore, crossing the principal traffic traffic between rail and water is little or 
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nothing and practically all the fruit is noticed. Bells and warning signals at a 
brought to the packing houses by motor short distance on either side of tracks 
truck. These packing houses could be should be installed at all highway cross-
located elsewhere as well as on the water- ings not guarded by flagmen or gates, and 
front. on such important streets as Main Street, 
The occasion for the spur to the water- Second Street, Anderson Avenue, and 
front is therefore not nearly as great as Hendry Street a flagman should be on 
it was in the past. The buildings housing duty. 
the warehouses and packing plants are of Recommendations 
the cheapest kind. It would be a great 
advantage to the orderly development and To summarize, the specific recommend-
growth of the city if this spur to the water- ations relative to the railroads are as 
front could be removed. On the other follows: 
hand, should a deep water channel up to 1. Relocate Atlantic C o a s t Line 
Fort Myers be realized, the tracks to the freight station and freight yards 
waterfront would be necessary, but when in a larger area south of the 
the time comes, if it does, they should be passenger station. 
elevated over the streets and not 2. Extend First Street across the 
interfere with vehicular traffic. In any freight tracks of the Atlantic Coast 
case, steps should be taken at once for Line Railroad. 
the removal of the freight station to a 3. Extend Broadway across the At-
suitable point on its line south of the lantic Coast Line Railroad to con-
passenger station. An ample yard for the nect with Estero Avenue. 
1naking up of trains, classification, stor- 4. Extend Second Street across the 
age, and distribution of cars should also Atlantic Coast Line Railroad to 
be established to the south of the passenger connect with a proposed thorough-
station. The movement of cars over the fare parallel to the railroad. 
spur fro1n the passenger station to 'the 5. Provide for carrying the proposed 
waterfront could then be reduced to the Riverside Drive across the tracks 
minimum, if its elimination should prove of the Seaboard All Florida Rail-
impracticable. road near the shore line. 
Grade Crossing Elimination 6. Put a flagman on duty at such 
The time is not yet ripe for the elimina- important highway crossings as at 
tion of grade crossings. The heavy cost Main Street, Second Street, 
Inakes their complete elimination imprac- Anderson Avenue and Hendry 
ticable for a long tin1e. Some danger and Street. 
inco:p.venience from the crossings must 7. Place adequate signs to attract the 
necessarily be experienced for some years attention of the n1otorist, with 
to come. Where crossings are near to- warning bells, at all other highway 
gether, as in the business center, the ulti- railroad crossings. 
mate solution will be found in the eleva- The co-operation of the railroad con1-
tion of the tracks, but this is a long way panies in effecting these i1nprovements, 
off. There is at present little or no protec- should be sought by the city. Some of 
tion by signs or otherwise, to warn ap- these improvements are already overdue. 
proaching traffic of danger. At some The rapid growth of the city indicates 
crossings there are no signs; at others that all of these in1prove1nents will be 
they are weather-worn and not readily needed in the very near future. 
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Caloosahatchee River 
For yachts and launches there is prob-
ably no other city in Florida whose waters 
offer Inore delightful opportunities f_or 
pleasure trips along tropical bays and 
rivers. The sail up the Caloosahatchee 
River is one of the finest in Florida. 
The Caloosahatchee River, also called 
in former tin1es "Caloosa River," was 
named for an Indian tribe of that name. 
The na1nes Caloosa River and Caloosa-
hatchee River appear on 1naps as early as 
1760. The significance of "hatchee" 
n1eaning in the Indian dialect "little 
river," as applied to the broad Caloosa-
hatchee River, is not apparent. 
Width of River and Channel 
Originally, the river had its source in 
the marshes west of Lake Hicpochee, but 
a canal of navigable din1ensions was dug 
through the marsh from Lake Okeechobee 
to a point in the river. It is the only 
outlet for this i1nn1ense body of water to 
the Gulf of Mexico. The river flows 84 
miles in a westerly direction, emptying 
into San Carlos Bay near Punta Rasa. 
From Punta Rasa to Fort Myers the 
river has an average width of one and one-
half miles. A few miles east of Fort 
Myers it suddenly contracts to a narrow 
stream, not over a quarter of a mile wide, 
and its width gradually narrows until long 
before Fort Thompson is reached the 
width from bank to bank is scarcely 150 
feet. 
The largest boats coming up from the 
Gulf at the present time are the steam-
ships to St. Petersburg and Tampa. 
Depth of Channel 
In the early part of 1925 there was a 
good 12-foot channel up ·to Punta Rasa, 
a good 10-feet channel to Fort Myers, 
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a fair 3-foot channel fron1 Fort l\1yers to 
La Belle, and· 2 feet to Fort Thompson. 
The controlling depths were reported to 
be 12 feet -to Punta Rasa, 10 feet to Fort 
lVIyers, 2lj2 feet to La Belle, and one foot 
to Fort Thompson. The steamers and 
n1otor boats carrying coastwise cmnn1erce 
drew 6 to 10 feet. The steamers, n1otor 
boats and lighters carrying internal com-
merce drew 3 to 5 feet. 
The United States Governn1ent first 
undertook the improven1ent of the river 
in 1882. The present projects were au-
thorized on the lower river in 1910, and on 
the upper river in 1888. They were cmn-
pleted in 1913 and 1891, respectively. 
Dredging is continued now and then to 
maintain the channels. 
Proposed River Improvements 
The present improvement of the river 
calls for a channel 200 feet wide and 12 
feet deep over the Gulf bar at entrance 
below Punta Rasa, and 100 feet wide and 
10 feet deep to Fort Myers, a total length 
of about 22 miles. There is a turning 
basin about 500 feet wide off the city 
piers. Boats drawing less than 2 or 3 
feet can be operated from Fort Myers 
to West Pahn Beach via the Caloosa-
hatchee River. A regular line of boats 
runs up the river from Fort Myers to 
La Belle. 
A special board appointed ( 1913-1914) 
to consider the further improven1ent of 
the river was of the opinion that the river 
was worthy of improvement to the extent 
of providing a channel over the 43 miles 
from Fort Myers to Fort Thompson, five 
feet deep and 75 feet wide. The special 
board did not consider the river from Fort 
Thompson to Lake Okeechobee worthy 
of improvement at the time but suggested 
; 
that the State of Florida .should construct raise the water level at the surface above 
a lock and da1n to cut off the flow from 1.5 feet while strong ·northerly and east-
Lake Okeechobee to the Caloosahatchee erly winds lower the water level about 
River at high water. one foot. The total range diminishes-to 
The existing project required 4 feet 0;76 feet at Harneys Point, 71/ 2 miles be-
froin Fort Myers to Fort Thon1pson and low the city and is 0.80 feet at the city. 
6 feet from Lake Hicpochee to Lake The river is tidal to La Belle, 58.3 miles 
Okeechobee. Before the present improve- above Punta Rasa. Storms with high 
ment a narrow channel, little over 5 feet winds from the southwest raise the water . 
in depth, existed from Punta Rasa to level 30 inches. Mean low water at Fort 
Fort Myers and 3 feet from Fort Myers Myers, the datum for its levels is 1.42 feet 
to Fort Thompson. above the n1ean sea level at the Gulf. The 
During June, July, August and Sep- sea wall in the past has been constructed 
tember freshets formerly raised the river at an elevation about 31/2 feet, but the 
as much as 12 feet at Fort Denaud. Since wall is now built to a height of 5 feet. 
the level of Lake Okeechobee has been Hurricane storms have raised the sea 
lowered by state drainage operations, above the river wall 4 or 5 times within 
flood stages of the upper river rarely at- the recollection of some of the inhabitants, 
tain a height of more than 3 feet. As a while river floods have brought it only to 
part of this work the State has constructed within about 2 inches of the top of the 
locks at Moore Haven and Citrus Center wall. On October 24, 1921, a tropical · 
and a lock and dam near Fort Thompson, 'storm with high southwest winds struck 
so that under present conditions the flow the west coast north of Tampa, the tide 
from the lakes into the Caloosahatchee rose 51/ 2 feet above the mean low water at 
River is almost shut off. Fort Myers and First Street from Hough 
Low water in the river is from January Street to. East Fort Myers was flooded 
to 1\rlarch, and high water fro1n July to . so that automobiles could not get through. 
October. At low water the river falls Such a· height had not been attained since 
about one foot from Fort Myers to the 1897. These storms strike the west coast 
Gulf and 7 feet from Fort Thompson to with severity only at long intervals. They 
Fort Myers. The current is Inoderate. generally arrive in October. This is at 
Swing bridges span the river at Fort the end of the flood period in the river 
Myers, Olga, Alva, Fort Denaud and so that the combination of a river flood 
La Belle. A Board of Cmnmissioners with a tidal wave due to one of these 
for the Caloosahatchee Improvement Dis- storms is improbable. Tropical hurri-
trict was recently created by the State canes are moderated to a very consider-
Legislature. It contemplates plans for able extent in their effect from what 
the correction of flood difficulties along would be the case if Fort lV[yers was 
the Caloosahatchee Valley between Fort directly on the coast. The interposition 
Myers and Moore Haven, having in mind of the river with its jutting points checks 
the utilization of the river as a natural the tide wave and the intensity of the 
waterway across the State, and is now s~orm is damped as it progresses up the 
engaged in making surveys. river. 
Water Level South of Billy's Creek the city li1nits 
The mean range of tide is 1.6 feet at extend to the opposite shore of the river, 
Punta Rasa and the extreme range is but to the north of the creek only to its 
2.5 feet. Strong southwesterly winds center. It is understood that the State 
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has granted to the city its fee in the bed 
of the river west of Billy's Creek. 
Bulkhead Lines 
Permits are issued by the city to ripar-
ian owners for fills along the shore, so1ne 
of which have been made and others are 
in progress. A condition attached to 
these permits, at least in the downtown 
section, is that a public street 80 feet wide 
on the fill shall be dedicated to the city. 
All of these permits, however, are subject 
to the approval of the United States Gov-
ernment. No definite bulkhead lines have 
been authorized, although such have been 
tentatively proposed by the City Engi-
neer. 
A definite sche1ne for the regulation 
and improvement of the shore line should 
be laid down by the proper authority, 
to which improvements should conforn1. 
Such lines are shown on the Thorough-
fare Map, which agree in the main with 
those proposed by the city engineer. 
Cost of Fill 
From Billy's Creek to Manuel's Creek, 
according to the U. S. Coast Survey 
charts, the 5-foot contour extends out for 
the most part to at least 1200 feet and to 
the west of 1\'Ianuel' s Creek it narrows 
down to about 600 feet near the city line. 
The proposed bulkhead line would extend 
out in the river from 600 to 1000 feet 
west of Billy's Creek, and less to the east. 
At present prices it would cost to fill this 
area to elevation 5 feet, with an average 
fill of 7lj2 feet, 12,000 cubic yards per 
acre at 20c=$2,420.00, plus 60 feet of 
bulkhead wall at $6.00, about $2, 780.00. 
As much of the land would be worth 
(March, 1926) $15,000 to $20,000 per 
acre, it is to be seen that permits for filling 
are of very considerable value and are 
worth much more than they were a few 
years ago when land values were much 
lower. It would appear that the city 
might properly take advantage of the 
greatly increased value of the permits, 
brought about by the increase of land 
v~lues and require the dedication of a 
larger amount for public purposes. • 
Effect of Fill Upon River 
The reduction of width of the river, at 
most 1,000 feet in a width of some 7,400 
feet, would be about 14 per cent. As the 
width down the river at Palmetto Point 
is only 3,220 feet and at Shell Point only 
2,300 feet, while the river is very much 
narrower above, no material increase in 
flood height should be anticipated as floods 
will flow off as readily as before, only the 
storage would be so1newhat diminished. 
The tidal pris1n will be son1ewhat reduced 
and so1newhat less water will be available 
for flushing the bar and outer channels, 
but this is not of great i1nportance, as, 
with the small tidal range, the effect is 
not great and any shallowing can be taken 
care of by dredging. 
The city boundary extends west of 
Billy's Creek to the opposite shore. The 
city has presumably, therefore, the same 
control over any proposed filling on the 
· north bank as it has on the south bank, 
and yet it would pobably be difficult to 
prevent an equal advance and filling on 
the other side when the development, if 
ever, reaches the same stage as it has on 
the souht shore. As equal advance of the 
shore lines on the north bank should, 
therefore, be contemplated as a possibil-
ity. 
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Effect of River Upon Climate 
In another part of the report the effect · 
of the river on the climate of Fort Myers 
has been Inentioned. Fro1n observations 
over many years, it has been found that 
the climate on the south side of the river 
is perceptibly milder, particularly at 
times of cold waves. Moisture from the 
water at a higher te1nperature as cold 
winds blow across the river from the north 
undoubtedly te1npers the wind to a degree 
r 
•' 
but hardly to . the an1otint observed. In 
locating orange groves in localities furthel 
north, much attention is given to "air 
drainage" so as to make sure that the co1cl 
air cmning from the north will not settle 
on the spot. It is believed that the river 
has a considerable effect in draining the 
cold air down its course, thereby nloder-
ating tempe1'atures tin1n1ediately to the 
south of the river. 
Navigation Interests of City 
The Cha~nber of Con1n1erce has caused 
a survey to be n1ade of the possibilities of 
making Fort Myers a deep-water port. 
Whether or not Fort 1\tlyers becon1es a 
deep water harbor-an ambitious proj-
ect-its navigation interests are bound 
to b~ large and the present shallow and 
tortuous channel will undoubtedly be 
widened and improved in the future. The 
improvement of the river above Fort 
l\Iyers and its conversion into an inland 
waterway across the state should be of 
great importance to Fort lVIyers and 
bring it a great deal of b~siness. The 
project should be encouraged in every 
way. 
River traffic has been as follows: 
Year Tons Value 
1920 ......... 38,454 $2,423,761.00 
1921 ......... 46,341 3,166,7 44.00 
1922 ......... 45,144 2,660,822. 00 
1923 ......... 50,229 3,308,550. 00 
1924 ......... 57,644 4,148,983. 00 
In 1924, the coastwise receipts at Fort 
Myers were 9,844 tons, valued at $1,135,-
235.00. The principal items were grain, 
flour, groceries and gasoline. The coast-
wise ship1nents from Fort Myers were 
2,429 tons valued at $1,556,018.00, the 
largest items being groceries and pota-
toes. 
The shipments from Fort Myers to 
river points were 11,605 tons, valued at 
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$420,783.00, the two principal ite1ns be-
ing hardware and fertilizer. The receipts 
fron1 river points an1ounted to 31,526 
tons valued at $1,338,942, made up large-
ly of citrus fruits, vegetables and fish. 
Of this river traffic, 23,541 tons used the 
river below Fort Myers and 19,590 tons 
used the river above Fort Myers. 
Future Piers 
After the shore is filled in to the pro-
posed bulkhead lines, the present piers 
will be nearly wiped out. Other piers 
should be built along the waterfront of 
it.s industrial district, as laid down in the 
zone plan, to the extent that com1nercial 
requirements demand. These piers 
should be about 75 feet wide and about 
500 feet long with an opening of 200 feet 
between. They should be of open con-
struction, permitting the river to flow 
freely through. them. Such piers will 
allow sheds of 25 feet on either side where 
required, with a 25-foot roadway between. 
As these piers will encroach upon the pres-
ent turning basin, it will be necessary 
to widen out the basin 300 feet to the 
north. At Fort l\1yers there are 3 freight 
piers, one railroad terminal, one munici-
pal recreation pier, and 4 privately owned 
piers. 
The waterfront along Fort Myers is 
now in a very unsatisfactory condition. 
The shore is strewn with waste from the 
packing houses, as well as with decaying 
vegetable matter from other sources. 
Much waste appears to be thrown into 
the river where with the slight tide it is 
moved up and down until cast ashore. 
Where a bulkhead wall is built and the 
shore always covered by a foot or more 
of water, the waterfront is not so offen-
sive. Sanitary control should be such, 
however, that refuse is not dumped in the 
river and sanitary sewage should be 
settled and screened before discharge into 
the river, with outlets in the thread of the 
strean1 where the sewage is least likely to 
return to the shore. 
Boat Service 
The river, in the early growth of Fort 
Myers, furnished its only line of com-
Inunication with the outside world. It no 
longer serves in that capacity, but it is 
nevertheless an in1portant means of trans-
portation. The river is a great asset to 
Fort Myers in n1any ways, but in trans-
portation alone it will have an important 
role in the transport of building 1naterials 
and both passengers and freight by steain-
boats to gulf and river points. 
At present the Royal Paln1 Line of the 
Florida Railroad and Navigation Cor-
poration operates two stea1nboats,-the 
Royal Palm and the City of Fort Myers 
-from the dock at the foot of Carson 
Street, between Fort Myers, St. Peters-
burg and Tampa. Boats leave Fort 
J\1yers l\1onday, Wednesday and Friday 
at 6:00P.M. They leave Tampa Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday at 6:00 P. 
M., and St. Petersburg two hours later. 
These boats carry both passengers and 
freight. 
The Kinzie Brothers Steainer Line 
runs steamers to the Gulf from the city 
pier, foot of Jackson Street, daily at 
8 :00 A. M. Both passengers and freight 
are carried by this line to Punta Rasa, 
Sanibel, Captiva and intennediate down-
river -points. 
The Caloosahatchee River Stea1nboat 
Con1pany takes freight for all up-river 
points and has several gas boats and 
barges running to La Belle and inter-
n1ediate points fron1 the city pier, foot of 
Jackson Street. 
and West Paln1 Beach, via the Caloosa-
hatchee River, Lake Okeechobee and 
West Palm Beach Canal. It was ex-
pected that a weekly service would be 
started in a short time. 
Recommendations 
The city's program for the iinprove-
ment and use of the Caloosahatchee River 
should include the fallowing measures : 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
Urge upon Congress the improve-
n1ent of the river approach to Fort 
Myers to a greater depth and 
width. 
Aid, as far as possible, in the proj-
ect for a suitable waterway across 
the state via the Caloosahatchee 
River and Lake Okeechobee. 
Have bulkhead lines established by 
the_· proper authorities along the 
waterfront. 
Take immediate steps to clear up 
the title of the city in; the area 
outside the shoreline and secure the 
n1aj or portion for public purposes. 
Piers to be owned by the city with 
open waterways and of suitable 
length should be built outside the 
proposed bulkhead line in the com-
mercial part of the waterfront to 
Ineet commercial requirements. 
Sanitary control of the riverfront 
should be instituted and dun1ping 
of refuse into the river stopped. 
Sanitary sewage should be settled 
and screened before discharge into 
the river, with outlet in the thread 
of the strean1 where sewage would 
be least likely to return to the 
shore. 
There is an irregular steamboat service The Caloosahatchee River is, second to 
between Fort Myers and Key West; also its tropical climate, Fort Myers' greatest 
an irregular boat service between Fort natural asset. Yet the city has, up to 
l\1 vers and Moore Haven. the present, practically turned its back 
., f · M h 1926 t upon the I'I·ver as if it were ashamed of Plans were on oot 111 arc , , o 
establish a boat line between Fort l\1yers . Jt. 
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Public Building, Housing and Zoning 
Public Buildings 
Only a short time ago the county 
erected a court house of very attractive 
appearance. The tropical planting 
around it is particularly attractive. It 
gives distinction to the building, and at-
tracts visitors. A1nong its fine trees, so1ne 
of which are quite rare, is a magnificent " 
live oak which gives shade to those who 
frequent the seats under its broad spread-
ing branches. This building would natur-
ally detennine the civic center of the city, 
but the freight spur of the Atlantic Coast 
Line Railroad on the west side and build-
ings on the other sides hardly allow romn 
for a civic center of proper size at reason-
able cost. The court house is already 
found to be too s1nall and it is proposed 
to enlarge it in the near future at the ex-
pense of its attractive grounds. 
The city hall, formerly a private resi-
dence, the grounds of which make up 
Evans Park, is another site which has been 
proposed as a civic center. .The front-
age on First Street is 270 feet and when 
filling in the river is con1pleted, to the 
proposed bulkhead line there will be a 
depth of about 900 feet. According to 
a plan which has been proposed, this area 
would be provided with a street on each 
side and filled up intensively with build-
ings and playgrounds which should have 
several times the space allotted. The 
area is too lirnited for the proposed de-
velopment. 
If an attractive civic center is to be 
planned in which the public and semi-
public buildings required are to be prop-
erly grouped, a much larger area would 
be necessary. It is believed that the 
waterfront north of First Street to Tour-
nament Street extended, will be ·required 
for co1nmercial purposes and that if an 
adequate civic center is to be acquired it 
should center on Altan1ont A venue. The 
buildings would be located on either side 
of Alta1nont Avenue, widened to serve 
as a mall, between McGregor Boulevard 
and the waterfront park. The park 
would be designed to give a suitable north-
ern terminus to the civic center. Among 
the buildings which would be located in 
this center would be the city hall, munici-
pal court house, the public library and a 
public auditorium. It is believed, how-
ever, that with the n1any calls for 1nore 
urgent and vital improvements a city 
hall and 1nunicipal court house ample for 
the requirements of the city for 1nany 
years to con1e can be n1ost economically 
and satisfactorily built on the present site, 
set well back from the street. It should 
be given a generous area and setting. 
The site should not be encumbered with 
other structures. 
Grouping of public and semi-public 
buildings has distinct advantages mainly 
from an aesthetic point of view. The ex-
pense of securing a suitable site for an 
adequate civic center in which all pros-
pective buildings could be grouped would, 
however, be very considerable. Experi-
ence has, moreover, shown that a long and 
indefinite ti1ne is often required to carry 
out such a project, against the many ob-
stacles that present themselves. In the 
n1eanti1ne, the civic center would remain 
in an unfinished condition, while suitable 
buildings to house the usual municipal 
functions col!ld have been n1ore centrally 
located and constructed at less expense. 
Any one site would not be appropriate, 
for many of the buildings which the city 
will have to erect in the course of a few 
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years. Besides a new city hall the water-
works will have to be suitably housed and 
fire and police stations built. None of the 
municipal services are housed in adequate 
buildings. Since it is i1upracticable to 
n1ake a civic center around the court 
house, it is believed best to use every effort 
to locate new n1unicipal buildings as they 
are needed with special reference to (I) 
convenience of building location for its 
specific use; ( 2) adequate grounds for 
the future enlarge1nent of the building; 
(3) attractive and appropriate design and 
substantial construction. 
It is believed to be 1nuch more impor-
tant to carry out these ideas in a generous 
way than to atten1pt to group buildings, 
some of which it is uncertain when, if ever, 
they will be built. 
Housing 
Building construction is proceeding 
with great rapidity in Fort 1\l[yers. Some 
construction is substantial and durable 
but a great deal is of a temporary nature. 
Eventually these buildings will have to 
be replaced by more permanent buildings. 
This light construction is perhaps justi-
fied as a temporary n1easure on account 
of freight embargoes and the scarcity of 
the best building n1aterials on the one 
hand, and the i1mnediate housing need on 
the other. 
A fine home in Spa.nish a.rchitecture. 
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Small Business Lots 
The subdivision of business plots into 
very sn1all units is a tendency that if not 
checked will do great harm to the per-
manent business development of the city. 
It will be a deterrent to the construction 
of business buildings of proper area and 
height, and will encourage the construc-
tion of independent buildings of sn1all 
area and there£ ore uneconomical and not 
adapted to the best use of the land. 
With these small business lots, narrow 
and short streets or alleys have been laid 
out, entirely wanting in traffic value and 
serving as an obstacle to the laying out 
of streets of prop~r width and located so 
as to be useful to traffic. This tendency 
to subdivide business property into s1nall 
units is much against the public interest 
and the ~lanning Board has attempted 
to limit it. To effect this the Board has 
incorporated in rules for the subdivision 
of land, which have been adopted by the 
City Commission, the following: "All lots 
shall in business and industrial zones pos-
sess a n1inimum width of 25 feet and a 
n1ini1num area of 2,500 square feet." 
Need for Building Inspection 
The considerable growth of the busi-
ness district and the introduction of new 
types of buildings will require better 
methods of supervision and control. The 
fire hazard which was small when build-
ings were low and far apart is increasing 
where buildings are constructed close to-
gether of combustible materials. Fort 
Myers should have an up-to-date building 
code suitable for regulating and control-
ling different types of construction. It 
should also provide for the adequate ex-
amination of plans, inspection of all con-
struction, and enforcement of building 
ordinances. At the present time the 
state under the "Hotel" law approves 
plans and supervises construction of 
buildings housing three or more families. 
Fire Limits 
It is desirable to establish fire limits 
in the downtown section where building 
construction of a higher fire resisting type 
is required than is necessary outside these 
limits. The necessary steps should be 
taken to secure a higher rating by the 
fire insurance underwriters. 
Restrictive Covenants 
Restrictions in regard to the character 
of buildings are usual in different subdivi-
sions. These often run for a term of 
years, say, ten years, and require that the 
cost shall be not less than a certain 
amount. One of the common types of 
restrictions reads as fallows : · 
"All residences n1ust be built on front 
of lot and erected be£ ore garage. 
No part of residence shall be nearer 
than 30 feet of front line and five 
feet of rear and side lines." 
An easen1ent is retained of five feet on 
side and rear for installation of water, 
sewer, gas and lighting lines or for· similar 
purposes. 
When these restrictions run out, the 
residential properties are without protec-
tion from inappropriate buildings which 
often come in, attracted by the superior 
character of the neighborhood. Even 
before these private restrictions run out 
their lapse is often anticipated, the neigh-
boring residential property depreciates in 
value and people desiring to purchase or 
build residences avoid it. What these 
private residential restrictions do imper-
fectly and partially the proposed zoning 
ordinance will do comprehensively .. and 
Atlantic Coast Line :Railway passenger station. 
were burdensome, but such is not the case. 
These private restrictions are in the na-
ture of a contract. The zoning ordinance 
does not affect these restrictions. It is 
independent of them. 
A custom in Fort Myers is the con-
struction of what are called garage apart-
ments in the rear of a lot. Sometimes 
the garage aparbnent is the only build-
ing on the lot. It is believed that this is 
a ten1porary condition brought about by 
the difficulty and high cost of building 
under present conditions. It is not be-
lieved that when building construction is 
stabilized owners of residences of the 
better grade will desire to rent such a part-
ments or use them for resjdential pur-
poses except to house persons employed 
on the premises. The construction of 
such appartn1ent garages in a superior 
residential neighborhood tends to make 
the surrounding property less attractive 
and less saleable. On that account as well 
as on account of inferior liVing conditions 
it is not to be encouraged. 
Zoning 
impartially. Zoning is an in1portant part of a com-
The zoning ordinance will not, as many prehensive and efficient city plan. It is 
have thought, do away with such private fortunate that the zoning of Fort Myers 
restrictions as described above. Some can be developed along with the other 
have thought a zoning ordinance could be features of the city plan, so that each can 
used to remove private restrictions which be an organic part of the whole. To an-
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ticipate and properly design n1unicipal 
services, a zoning pl~n is as necessary to 
determine the character and density of 
building as a street plan is necessary to 
fix the width and arrange1nent of streets. 
Public services can then be designed to 
fit the building requirements of the area. 
School sites, parks, playgrounds, streets, 
.etc., all are determined to a great extent 
by the way a city is zoned. 
Classes of Zones 
The zoning o_rdinance divides the city 
into six classes of zones,-three classes of 
residence zones, two business zones, and 
one industrial zone. 
The success of the zoning regulations 
depends upon how carefully these zones 
are fitted to the city plan, and how accur-
ately the trend of the city's growth is an-
ticipated. Careful consideration has been 
given to the nature and environment of 
the different zones, as well as to the trend 
of business, residence and industry. Pub-
lic hearings have been held at which prop-
erty owners had an opportunity to be 
heard and make suggestions in fixing the 
several zones. 
Business Zones 
The business zones, are of two kinds, 
which differ from one another only in the 
height of buildings allowed. The central 
business zone, called Business Zone No.2, 
permits a large expansion of business 
buildings around the present business dis-
trict on all sides, and allows buildings to 
a height of 150 feet. Outside this central 
business area along the principal traffic 
streets local business zones called Business 
Zones No. 1, are provided to accmnmo-
date the business needs of the neighbor-
hood. The height of buildings in these 
zones is limited to 40 feet. In both 
classes of business zones, residential build-
ings of all kinds would be allowed but in-
dustrial buildings would be excluded. 
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Industrial Zones 
Industrial zones are proposed along 
that portion of the waterfront which it is 
believed will be required for con11nercial 
purposes and also along the railroads. 
These are the areas best suited for in-
dustry and in which substantially all of 
the present industries are located. It 
will be a great advantage to the city at 
large, as well as to its industries, to have 
factories segregated in areas to which they 
are best adapted and where they can do 
the least harn1 to residential zones. Busi-
ness and residence as well as industry is 
allowed in all industrial zones. Industrial 
zones are open to any and all uses except 
a certain nun1ber which are accon1panied 
by objectionable odors, dust or noise. 
Residence Zones 
There are three classes of residence 
zones,-A, B, and C. These are deter-
mined mainly by environment in relation 
to the business district and to the impor-
tant thoroughfares. Pressure of popula-
tion and required intensity of use is pre-
sumed to be greater near the business 
center than elsewhere. 
The intensity of development of A 
Residence Zones is limited to nine fa~ni­
lies per acre and to a building height of 
35 feet with not more than 35 per cent. 
of the lot covered by buildings. The A 
Residence Zones, so far as built are now 
occupied by single family residences and 
this type of developn1ent, it is believed, 
":ill be the controlling one in these areas. 
The above restrictions as to height, fami-
lies per acre and per cent. of lot occupied 
by buildings for a lot of ordinary size are 
those best suited to a single family. 
Other residential areas, generally east 
of the Fort l\·Iyers and Southern Railroad 
and in East Fort Myers, are classed B 
Residence Zones. In these zones 18 fami-
lies per acre would be allowed and build-
ings 35 feet high occupying 45 per cent. 
I ~ 
I 
of the lot, per1nitted. These regulations 
would allow somewhat cheaper housing 
and more intensive occupancy than the A 
zones. 
In the C Residence Zones, 110 families 
per acre are allowed, with buildings 120 
feet high or less, covering 60 per cent. or 
less of the lot. These zones are primarily 
adapted for apartment houses and hotels. 
The areas placed in C Residence Zones 
are close to the central business district 
· and near in1portant thoroughfares where 
intensive housing such as would be fur-
nished by apartn1ent houses or hotels n1ay 
reasonably be desired and expected. 
In all residence zones, a front yard of 
at least 25 feet is required. '_fhe Board 
of Appeals is given authority to permit 
in any residence zone under suitable re-
strictions, a hotel, apartn1ent hotel, or 
apartment house. 
Ordinance Not Retroactive 
Existing stores or industries, wherever 
they may be, are not disturbed. The or-
dinance provides, however, that when the 
existing use is discontinued, the new use 
taking its place shall not be more offen-
sive than the present use. None of the 
provisions in the ordinance is retroac-
tive,-existing uses and improvements, 
no matter what they are, are allowed to 
continue as they are. The ordinance is 
designed to direct the building of the city 
in the future along proper lines and safe-
guard the city against additional mis-
takes, not to do away with past ones. 
Recommendations 
The specific re.cmnn1endations relative 
to location of public buildings, housing 
2. A combined new city hall and 
n1unicipal court house should be 
built on the present city hall site 
south of First Street extended. 
3. No other buildings should be con-
structed on this site but these 
should be capable of enlargement, 
set well back from the street and 
provided with a1nple and well-
planted grounds. 
4. It is not believed that with the 
1nany pressing den1ands for im-
proveinents in Fort Myers the lux-
ury of a civic center can be 
afforded. 
5. Establish a n1inin1um size of busi-
ness lots so that business lots can-
not be sold which are too small 
for appropriate business buildings. 
6. Have a building code prepared by 
an expert fan1iliar with building 
construction in South Florida. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
Organize a building deparbnent to 
inspect plans of buildings, super-
vise their construction and enforce 
ordinances. 
Establish fire limits in the down-
town district. 
Take steps in co-operation with 
the Board of Fire Underwriters 
to secure more cmnplete fire 
protection and a higher rating so 
that insurance rates may be low-
ered. 
Hold public hearings on the zoning 
ordinance now before the City 
Commission and adopt it as soon 
as suggestions and criticisms re-
sulting from these hearings have 
been satisfactorily disposed of. 
and Z 0ning are as fallows : The building and zoning ordinances 
I. The present city hall site should are i1nportant police regulations, the im-
not be filled up with buildings and n1ediate adoption of which is necessary 
playground features as has been to spare the city untold harm fron1 unreg-
recently proposed. ulated building. 
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The Planning Program 
For the Inore convenient and system-
atic discussion of details, this report has 
been divided into chapters. Each chapter 
relates to a specific part of the compre-
hensive plan. The plan, however, is an 
entity in which these parts are carefully 
correlated and adjusted to one another, 
so that the change or omission of one 
feature has an effect on all the other fea-
tures of the plan. It is i1nportant, there-
fore, in the consideration of any one rec-
ommendation to take account of its re-
lation to other features of the plan. 
This con1prehensive plan is the chart 
and compass by which the expansion and 
development of Fort l\1yers is to be di-
rected along rational lines. It substitutes 
a systematic and progressive plan for iin-
provements demanded by the city's 
growth in place of hit-and-miss proposals 
.adopted fron1 tin1e to time. 
In the next few years large amounts 
of money must be spent on improvements 
now past due and those which will be re-
quired by the rapidly growing population. 
Only by careful planning with intelli-
gence, vision and foresight can the neces-
sary improvements be carried out with 
economy. They must be carried out, 
however, if the city is to grow. With a 
sound plan, irnprovements undertaken 
at the proper tiine according to plan 
should greatly increase property values. 
Projects should be largely financed out 
of these increased values. The city would 
thus obtain the improvements with little 
or no increase in the tax rate. 
The comprehensive plan to be success-
fully carried out must have the backing 
·of the leaders of the community. Not 
only must the need for the comprehensive 
plan be appreciated and its advantages 
seen by them, but their active support 
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secured. The interest and support of 
well as that of the public in general n1ust 
be obtained. The plan should, therefore, 
have the widest publicity and those of in-
fluence in the con1munity made thor-
oughly acquainted with its every feature. 
The execution of any plan is dependent 
upon the co-operation and teamwork of 
many different agencies. Among these, 
in addition to the city ad1ninistration, are: 
the State Legislature, State Highway 
Department, State and County educa-
tional authorities, County Commissioners, 
the federal authorities, and their local 
representatives, the Caloosahatchee River 
Improvement Commission, railroad com-
panies, public service companies, Cham-
ber of Comn1erce, Fort Myers Realty 
Board, Rotary and Kiwanis clubs. The 
good will and active assistance of these 
bodies are vital factors in the realization 
of the plan. 
With a keen public interest in the plan-
ning of the city, forces are brought into 
play which will be effective in carrying 
out the plan. The strength and char-
acter and public spirit of those influential 
in the affairs of the city will be shown in 
the way in which its improvements are 
carried out. Leaders of foresight and 
vision will not be satisfied with meager 
acco~nplishment. 
A considerable number of the recom-
mendations embodied in the plan do not 
require the acquisition of property. 
Therefore, they do not involve any con-
siderable _expense to the city. They can 
be effected in the main by ordinance or 
law. They should be put into effect at 
once. Ainong such are: 
. 1. Adopt the comprehensive plan of 
the city and require that all future 
subdivisions conforn1 to it. On the 
adoption of the plan, the city 
engineer should be instructed to 
locate each thoroughfare, park-
way, boulevard, etc., as fast as 
needed by the city or property 
owners, subject to the approval of 
the Planning Board. 
2. Adopt zoning plan. 
3. Adopt the land subdivision rules 
and require that all subdivisions 
conform to the Comprehensive 
Plan. 
4. Establish building lines on all thor-
oughfares shown on the Coinpre-
hensive Plan, which will include 
the street width given on that plan. 
In residence zones to be established 
by the zoning plan, so far as prac-
ticable, provide additional width 
for front yards in conformity with 
the front yard regulations of the 
zoning ordinance. 
5. Adopt a building code and organ-
ize a building bureau. 
6. Prevent the pollution of the Caloo-
sahatchee River, by passing an or-
dinance forbidding the dumping 
of refuse therein, and by sanitary 
inspection. 
7. Institute sanitary inspection and 
control throughout the city. 
8. Encourage the establishment of a 
new bus line in McGregor Boule-
vard and Cleveland A venue. 
'l'heatl'i' A1·cade. 
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9. Increase the number of street in-
tersections controlled by traffic 
officers; extend the "through 
street" system of traffic control 
and the signs defining parking 
spaces and pedestrian crossings, 
as the city grows. Also install an 
adjustable light signal system as 
soon as traffic increase and the 
number of controlled intersections 
n1ake their co-ordination neces-
sary. 
10. Induce architects and owners to 
cut back buildings at corners of 
blocks. 
11. Bring about the determination of 
all legal matters involved in ac-
quiring the waterfront of Fort 
Myers for public purposes, so that 
the river park Inay be started with-
out unnecessary delay. 
12. Urge upon Congress the improve-
n1ent of the river approach at Fort 
Myers and aid so far as practicable 
the projected waterway across the 
state via the Caloosahatchee River. 
13. Establish bulkhead lines on the 
river front. 
14. Arrange a definite tree-planting 
program on public streets and pro-
vide for their maintenance and 
care. 
Other recmn1nendations for the benefit 
of the comn1unity, which it is vitally neces-
sary to carry out and which involve con-
siderable expense in acquiring property 
or in construction and physical develop-
ment, are the following: 
15. Start construction of Caloosahat- ( 
chee Park. One of the most im- \ 
portant improvements, perhaps 
the predominating feature of the 
Comprehensive Plan, is the Caloo-
sahatchee River Park. With this 
park the city will becon1e one of 
the most attractive In ~outh 
Florida, unrivalled In many re-
spects. Without it one of the chief 
assets of Fort Myers-its water-
front, would not be taken advan-
tage of. A wonderful opportun-
ity for adding to the beauty and at-
tractiveness of the city would be 
lost. This project should be 
started as soon as possible, begin-
ning near the business center. 
16. Open and improve Central Boule-
vard. This boulevard is another 
leading feature of the plan. It 
connects the east and west ends of 
the city back of the business center. 
This boulevard will ultimately be-
come, as its name indicates, a cen-
tral boulevard directly through the 
heart of the city that is to be. With 
the extension of Ford Street to the 
Caloosahatchee River Bridge, it 
will furnish a necessary route for 
through traffic along the Tamiaini 
Trail and also between the east 
and west to by-pass the already 
congested business center. This 
street as well as that portion of 
Ford Street necessary to connect 
the Caloosahatchee River Bridge 
on the east side with Cleveland 
A venue on the west should be 
opened and in1proved at once. 
Bulkhead and fill, west of railroad dock. 
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17. Extend and improve First Street 
to connect with McGregor Boule-
vard. 
18. Extend and improve Main Street 
to join Michigan A venue. 
The above two in1provements are of 
iminediate necessity in order to facilitate 
the flow of traffic through the business 
center and prevent traffic blockades. 
19. Extend Bay Street and Monroe 
Street to n1eet each other, and 
Improve same. 
20. Widen Broadway south of Main 
Street and extend across the rail-
road. 
21. Open Railroad Avenue. 
22. Widen streets In the business 
center, as shown on the Compre-
hensive Plan. 
23. Lay improved sidewalks to proper 
line and grade in the business dis-
trict and elsewhere, as recon1-
mended. 
24. Acquire property for parkways 
along Billy's Creek and Manuel's 
Creek. 
25. Reinove the freight station of the 
Atlantic Coast Line to a point on 
the line south of the passenger 
station. 
26. Provide adequate protection at all 
grade crossings. 
· Ireland's Dock foot of Hendry Street. 
27. Enlarge site of Edgewood School 
and build substantial addition. 
28. Supplen1ent Junior High School 
by west side Junior High School. 
29. Change location of proposed school 
at Tice to a point nearer the city. 
30. Acquire block east of High School. 
31. Introduce playgrounds and recrea-
tional activities at school sites. 
Smne of the improven1ents which 
should be effected in the near future, the 
tin1e they should be undertaken depend-
ing upon the rapidity of growth of the 
city, are as follows: 
32. Acquire all necessary property for 
the widening of streets as shown 
on the comprehensive plan in ad-
vance of physical i1nprovements. 
33. Build Riverside Drive along the 
waterfront through the city. 
34. In1prove the thoroughfares shown 
on the Comprehensive Plan to the 
width and cross-section recom-
n1ended, as fast as the expansion 
of the city demands. 
35. Acquire park sites as shown on the 
Comprehensive Plan. · 
36. Acquire school sites well in advance 
of the developn1ent of the vicinity. 
37. Construct school buildings as the 
growth of the city demands, in 
units of not less than 16 classrooms 
planned for double that capacity, 
on sites previously acquired. 
38. Build, in addition to the present 
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bridge, a wide bridge of attractive 
design and substantial construc-
tion. 
39. Lay out a botanical garden and 
nursery in one of the public parks. 
The above recon1mendations are some 
of the more important of many discussed 
in detail in the body of the report. 
There is probably nothing that so inti-
n1ately concerns every inhabitant and that 
at the san1e time receives less attention 
frmn the average citizen than the many 
problen1s of the city and plans for its im-
provement. What is everyone's business 
appears to be nobody's business. 
To maintain an industrial establish-
n1ent upon a high level of efficiency worn-
out equipment and obsolete machinery 
must be replaced by the best equipment 
and machinery that can be obtained. Up-
to-date Inethods n1ust be introduced and 
the plant housed in substantial buildings 
conveniently arranged with plenty of 
light and air. 
The city is n1ore important than any 
industrial organization; its functions are 
more complicated. How far this plan 
will be realized and what the Fort Myers 
of the future is to be rests with its citizens. 
A city reflects the character of its people. 
To make Fort l\{yers what it can and 
should be den1ands the active interest and 
co-operation of all its citizens. In no 
other way can its great natural advan-
tages and possibilities be fully realized. 

